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Cus, 1V.— the remander bein beg the charge of local authorities. There was a shri 
Foawee as com with last year, of 21 miles in the case of metalled and Joa miles in 
Daven the case of wsmetailed roads. ‘he total expenditure on commuhwations, which 
Tee, in. 1915-16 was Rs. 54°74 lakhs, amounted in the year of report to Rs. 51°23 
“lakhs, of which Ks, 19°80 lakhs were expended op original works and Ra. 31°41 
lakhs on repairs. ‘The usval routine of constructing, repainng and improving 
roads thrumghont the Province was carried on throughout the year. Among the 

| more striking features may be noticed the construction of a 400 feet 
| suspension bridge at Tatingang over the Namtu in the Northern Shan States, the 
 essimated cost being Ks. 70,038. This bridge takes the place of a ferry and will 
greatly improve communications in those States. Good progress was made in 
improving th cvu.amunications of the Tavoy District with a view to thie, 

an increased vutput of wolfram. ‘Lhe improvements to the Pagaye-Myuita r 

were completed. ‘Ihree bridges were practically finished, one was actually finished 
and the renewal of another begun. Onthe Iavey-Pagaye road, three bridges were 


me ie) Sede SRD AC 
Wa ; Vj 








“ 4 —- wee ie "He bad a 
» “et . 4, we) : e ee 
=v =< ee) HAV SOCE 


a ; | renewed, and part of the road realigned to avoid floods. An inspection ungalow 
a was completed at Kanbauk. Improvements were also made to the communica: — 
2 wéons of the vil-fields at Yenangyaung. | he policy of replacing old timber bridges _ 


by structures of a more permanent nature was pursued vigorously and a sum of 

_ Rs. 3°80 lakhs was spent on such work. During the year four meetings of the 
Communications Sub-Committee of the Standing Advisory Committee were 
held. One result of these meetings was the appointment of a selected Deputy 

.. Comaussioner and Executive Engincer to draw up schemes of road-construction 
and to work out proposals for improving communications in each District mm 
~ consultation with the Deputy Commissioner and Executive Engineer of each 


District. All that was done during the year towards the improvement of water- 









* _- ways in the Delta was the construction and completion of surveys and estimates. 
f _- for the major waterways, the iinprovement of which is contemplated. In the case 
ng _ of three schemes the estimates were sanctioned by the Local Government, in the — 
ig case of four schemes the necessary land was demarcated and in the case of 

F three schemes was notified for acquisition. Bie re Se ee 


 Beildings: «4. 28. A ssumof Ks. 3°43 lakhs was expended on Civil Imperial Works as 
ay -. compared with Rs, 6°a2 lakhs inthe preceding year. Ihe new Customs House 
ations Prov at Rangoon ‘was completed. The new Telegraph Office at Rangoon was 
| | practically hnished. The wireless. telegraphy staiion at Maymyo was completed 
except for the rainwater pipes for the main building. A loggia was built at 
_ Government House, Rangoon. At Thayetmyo an internment-camp, and at 
- Shwebo a sanatorium, were built for ‘lurkish pnsoners. Expenditure on Civil 
oe _ Provincial b ildings, which in the previous year was Ks. .0'92 lakhs. amounted 
ce inthe year of report to Ks. 17/50 iakns, ot which Rs. 9°68 lakhs were spent on 
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‘i / Mew works and Rs. 7°82 lakhs on repairs. A sum of Rs. 2°19 lakhs was expended . 
ees - on works at the Insein Central Jail. Ihe construction of a Distsict Court-House 
“— ae at Myingyan to replace the former one destroyed by fire was commenced and > 
ae progressed satisfactorily. Good progress was made with the necessary buildmgs 
Pr aers at Mawlaik, the designated headquarters of the Upper Chindwin Diswict. 
es Permanent quarters for the Civil Police were completed at 12 police-stations in. 
este Lower Burma. Good progress was made with the new Munitipa! Hospital at 
ees - Toungoo. A new ward, necessitated by the development of the mining industry, 
Sar He was built at the Tavey Municipal Hospital. At Rangoon the alterations of the 
ee ~ old General Hospital to provide better accommodation for the Government 
To Medical School were taken in hand. These are the most outstanding items in2 
Gay list of numerous works, cumpleted or in progress during the year on schools, 
we heii jails, hospitals and other Government buildings throughout the 
i ovince. | 


| Misceliane. . 229. During the year the total expenditure throughout the Province on 
1 Ramagad Miscellaneous Public improvements was Rs. 19°98 lakhs of which Rs. 15°05 
| (menteand lakhs were devoted to new works and ks. 490 lakhs to repairs. The total 


ey expenditure in the previous year was Ks. 22°07 lakhs. The work of reclaiming 
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ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA 
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PART I. 





NARRATIVE CHAPTER. 


I. The outstanding feature in the history of the Province of Burma has been 
the rapidity with which it has been develo and drawn into the world-wide 
organization of markets which is the chief differentiating ch racter of modern 
t mes. Lower Burma, which forty years ago was a very thinly populated rosa | | 
of swamps and forests, is now one of the principal rice-exporting areas of the world. 
In Upper Burma, for the most part a country of scanty rainfall with a system of 
mixed farming, the stimulation of cotton cultivation owing to the establishment of 
milis by Indian and European capitalists, and the introduction of own’, culti- 
vatoumiaye in recent years caused an increasing tendency towards the supersession _ 
of a local or village economy by a more uidustrial economy. The Burman, 

though reputed to be easy-going and improvident, has shown conaiderabie — 
readiness in adapting himself to the rapidly changing conditions, and the greatest 
, achievement in the history of the Province, namely the colonization of Low 
Burma, has been almost entirely the work of the Burmese. The main wealth 
of the any comes from agriculture, and, in spite of the growth of landlardism ~—— 
and of the development, in parts of Lower Burma, of industnal conditions of 
agriculture, the vast bulk of the land of the Province is worked by peasant- - 
proprietors. In addition to her agricultural wealth, Burina possesses great natural 
wealth in her teak forests, in her deposits of oil, and in the stcres of metalliferous 
ores, whose poss bilities have only of recent years been properly appreciated. For 
the expluitation of these resources, which is necessary if the needs of the modem 
world, taken as a whole, be considered, the Burmese have had neither the 
necessary organization and skill nor the capital, and it has had to depend on 
European and Indian capital, and very largely on Indian labour, as have the 
industries connected with agricultural produce for which large —— is required. 
So, apart from household industries, the industrial occupations of the country are 
largely in the hands of the immigrant Indian population, while the bulk of the 
indigenous Burmese population is agricultural. , 

The nistcry of Burma in 1916-17 is that of a province whose i 
depends very largely on the demand in the world’s markets for the commodities 
it produces, in the third year of a war which, while it had oundly disturbed 
the organization of trade, had caused:a greater demand for these commodifies, 







2. As the vast majority of the population depends on agriculture, th two 
main factors in the material prosperity of the people are the crops and the 
prices current for agricultural produce. In 1916-17 both crops and prices were 
distinctly’ better than in either of the two preceding lean years. In Lower 
Burma the monsoon was a favourable one, and, except in the Arakan Division, 
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administration is the introduction of ‘‘ lump-sum asseSonc. «s ” over an area of 850 
uare miles in the Lower Chindwin and Myingyan Districts. By this systen:, 
which was first introduced on ihe re-settlement of the Meiktila District, instead 
of annual maps and revenue-rolls being maintained for each dws», os onit of 
assessment, a lump sum is fixed, for the payment of wuich all the cultivators 
working in such é£wes are ‘ointly responsible. The system is apphied only in poor 
localities whcre cultivation is sparse, and where the cost of ... normal method of 
assessment becrs an unduly higt proportion to the amount of revenue. The sew 
system benefits Government by reducing the cost of assessment, and also the 
cultivators, inasmuch as they are saved the trouble incident to the visits of a 
revenue-surveyor. aes 
The Co-operative Department continucd during the year, on a larger scale 
than ever, its work of teaching the value of organization and proper n:ethods of 
business, and of demonstrating the benefits of co-operation, and so 
the Burmese to hold their own in rapidly changing economic conditions. Tf 
steady expansion of the movement, which has been cco conspicuous in recent 
years, persisted in 1916-17, and there were at the close of the year a total 
number of 2,575 co-operative societies of all sorts. The vast majority of societies 
are, of course, agricultural credit societies. The expansion during the year woold 
have been much greater but for the effect of the war in limiting the extent to which 
the Upper Burma Central Bank, which holds the fluid resources of the whole co- 
operative movement could increase its funds. The organization of the societas 
into central unions, and the devolution of large powers of control and management 
from Government officials to the unions, were proceeded with during year. 
The unions carried out these duties remarkably well. The recently instituted 
iy of colonizing waste spaces by organized bodies of settlers financed 
y Goverment through the medium of co-operative societies, was carned 
on in five different areas throughout the Province. It is a matter for satisfaction 
that in the area in which the policy was first started ve years ago, in spite of the 
depreaeo due to the war, and in spite of the colonists having been particulary 
unfortunate in 1916-17 in tne sale of their paddy, there has been no tendency fer 
them to part with their land. The remarkable freedom from cattle-disease enjoyed 
by the Province in 1915-16 proved anill wind for the cattle-insurance societies, 
which are stili in their infancy, the premia appearing higu relatively to the small 
benefit actually received. So there was only a moderate expansion in this clase of 
society. The cn-.-perative societies as a body rendered yeownan service n helpag 
to collect smail subscriptions to the War Loan. 7 eee 
Among numerous experiments with a multiplicity of plants, the most 
economically important research work done by the Agricultural De 
was the development of improved strains of paddy which will combine high yield- 
ing capacity with suitability for the European market. Experiments were made 
with imported Javanese and Japanese plants, in the hope of finding strains suitable 
for areas with poor conditions of soil or rainfall. The most promising result ef 
experiments with imported cottons is a cross between Broach cotton and the 
long-hved Buima variciy, wich, it is hoped, will combine“the finer and ionges 
staple of the former with the larger outturn of the latter. Large quantities of seed 
of selected varieties of paddy were distributed dunng the year. 











_. 4. The exploitation of the natural wealth of the Province was prosecuted with 
energy. The year was a busy one in the forests. The urgent need of tamber of 
ail sorts in Mesopotamia, and the strong demand for teak in India owing . to 
the requirements of the Military Department and the impossibility of oe 
metal juilding materials, combined with the fact that the season was a fa 

one for the extra tion of timber, resulted ina marked increase in the quanteses 
extracted both of teak and of other sorts of timber. There was also increased 
extraction of fuel, owing to the difficulty of obtaining coa! for the railway engmes 
and steamers of the Province In mining too there was unusual liveliness. In 
the previous year, owing to the clamant need of wolfram for the manufactare of 
high-speed steel, there had been remarkable activity in wolfram-mining, especially 
in. the Tavav District. This activity was enhanced in 1916. The Leeal 


in Tavoy, was remarkably active. — 
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Government took special measures to increase the ou-put. — The staff of officials 
was Strengthened. The shortage of labour was met by the m7 ortation of Inutian 
and Chinese coolies by Government agency. Large sums were expended on 
improving communications. In respo se to these meas res the output of wolfram 
increased markedly. In the Northern Shan 3tates, the Burma Mines Company, 
in spite of being hampered by difficulty in importing m‘erials, made immense 
strides in developirg the mmes at Bawdwin. The output of both silver and zine 
was vastly increased, and that of lead more than maintained. 

- The activity in tin mining. which has marked the last few years, was in 1916 
more in evidence than ever. The expectation that this industry will expasd very 
much beyond its present limits is made :. 9re probable by the discovery during the 
year of valuable deposits of tin in the That6n District. oe. Ri | 

Apart from these new developments, the normal exploitation of the mineral 
wealth of the Province proceeded apace. The output of petroleum, 292 million 
gallons, is the largest on record. Prospecting for minerals, especially for wolfram 


Pe 


5. In spite of the fact that a phenomenal rise in prices makes it difficult to 


compare the volume of trade with that of previous years, it is beyond question 


= 


that, in 1916-17, the trade of the Province made an appreciable recovery from the 


set-back iminediately ensuing on the outbreak of war. The aggregate value of 


the sea-berne external trade of the Province during the year was Rs. 69,88 lakhs, 
a figure 22 per cent. in advance of the previous year’s, and exceeded only in the 
partic larly prosperous years 1912-13 and 1913-4. The improvement in trade 


7 ~ took place in spite of a falling-off in the total tonnage of the ships entering and 


owing toa 
trade. But the number of steamers continued tu decline. Am these steamers | 
the British flag was less in evidence than in the previous year, while the propor- 
tion of Japanese ships increased considerably, and that of Dutch ships strikingly. — 

_ The noteworthy features of the year were a fallin exportations to the United 
_ Kingdom, increased importation of manufactured articles from Japan, and of — 


. 


1 aving the ports of the Province. The number of vessels actually increased, | 
arge rise in the numbers of small sailing craft engaged in the coasting 





cotton goods from India. | | 
Among imports into Rangoon cotton goods easily held pride of place. The 
outstanding feature in the year's increased importations was the extent to which 
goods of Indian nianufacture, both piece- s and yarns, replaced Lancashire 
goods. The genera! increase in the cost of living caused a heavy fall in 





ae phe kee more or less a luxury article. Yet it is clear that all classes 
n 


did not feel the reed to economize, as the value of motor cars and motor cycles 
imported was nearly double that of any previous year. As was to be expected, 
there was amarked fall in importation of ores and metals. On the other hand, 
importations of hardware rose, Japan’s contribution increasing strikingly. Short- 
age in the United Kingdom was responsible for a decrease in importation of pro- 
visions, and also in importation of sugar from Java. The quantity of alcoholic 
Uquors liaported was very much smaiier than usuai. But importations of salt, in 


consequence of a threatened shortage, were the largest on record. 


The real improvement in trade lav chiefly in increased exportation to 
countries other than India. Among exports from Rangoon, rice was easily first in 
importance. In spite of abnormally high freights te shortage of tormage, the 
quantity exported, nearly 24 million tons, was greater than in the previous ae 


"and surprisingly little less than in the years immediately preceding the war. 


a million tons went to India. The United Kingdom, takiny over 20,000 tors, 
mere tian ever before, was the n xt best customer. The Straits Settlements, 
Ceylon and the Dutch East Indies took most of the remainder. Difficulty in 
importing oil mto India from America and the Dutch East Indies, and the need of 

etrol forthe military authorities in India and M tamia were the prime factors 


tM causing an increase in exportations of mineral oils to 156 million gallons, a 


record figure. Owing to the demand for paraffin wax for making munitions in 
the United srr erg America and Japan, there was a substantial increase in 
exnortations of that commodity. There was an improvement in the teak trade, 


—— 7 
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too, mainly owing to the demand in India. A strong demand in the United 
Kingdom led to increased exportation of nc..ut oil, white beans, and also of 
cotton. War requ‘rements were responsible for a strong demand for the rapidly 
increasing output of rubber and wolfram, and exp: - «tions of both these com- 
modities were easily the largest on record. =: 

The value of transfrontier trade, Rs.g48 lakhs, ¥.as substantially greater than 
in the previous year. The main factor in the improvement was an increase m the 
material supplied to, and in the output of metals from, the Burma Mises Company's 
property in the Northern Shan Sia:es. Apart from this, the actual volume of 
trade diminished, though the rise in prices obscures the extent of the decline. 

6. A large increase in the total revenue, accompanied by penomeaity no 
increase in the total expenditure, is the feature of note in the finances of the 
Province for the year. The gross receipts of revenue were Rs. 12,72 lakhs, some 
Rs. 130 lakhs moie than in the previous year, while the gross expenditure rose by 
onlv half a lakh to Rs. 876 lakhs. There was no change in the Provincial Settle- 
ment according to whick the receipts from the various sources of mcome and the 
expenditure of the various departments is distributed between the Impenal and the 
Provincial budgets. Imperial receipts amounted to Rs. 429 lakhs, some Rs. 64 lakbs 
more than in the previous year, while Provincial receipts increased by Rs. 39 lakhs 
to Rs. 593 lakhs. ‘The largest contribution to the risein Imperial receipts came 
from Customs, as a result partly of enhanced customs dues and partly of improved 
trade. Receipts from Salt were greatly increased ov'ing to mcreased importation 
and increased manufacture, and the enhancement of both the customs and the 
excise duty. Income-iax yielded more than inthe previous year, entirely as a 
result of enhanced rates. A large increase in revenue from Forests is the 
principal item in the increase in Provincial receipts. Both Imperial and Provincial 
receipts benefited by increased returns from Land Revenue, Excise and Stamps. 
In consequence of reduction of outlay on public works, both Imperia) and 
Frovincial expenditure ieii, the former by Rs.11 lakhs to Rs.62 lakhs and the 
latter by Rs. 5 lakhs to Rs. §59 lakhs. 

The war has had very little adverse effect on the ordinary income of manict- 
palities. The ordinary income of the Rangoon Municipality increased, as did 
the total income of the minor municipalities. The expenditure of the minor 
municipalities decreased, owing to enforced economies. In Rangoon there was a 
decrease in the ordinary expenditure, but, as it was impossible to borrow money, 
perenne had to be made from revenue for works for which leans will ultimately 

raised, a policy which led to the municipal b nking account being seriously 
overdrawn. | 

Practically all the other Funds of the Province were in a healthy condition 
during the year. 


7. The war lias compelicd the curtaiiment of the activities of the various 
Government departments ana public authorities responsible for the construction 
and maintenance of public works and the sunply of oublic services. ing to the 
necessity for economy, the total expenditure on public works executed by the 
Public Works Department for all departments of Government and for loca) F unds, 
fell to Rs. 125 lakhs, some t1 per cent. less than in the previous year. New works 
have been undertaken only when urgently required. Ihe improvement of com- 
munications in the Tavoy District received special attention with a view to 
increasing the ovtput of wolfram. Elsewhere, expenditure on roads was mainly 
devoted to the replacement of old timber bridge by permanent structures of 
steel and concrete. To organize and co-ordinate schemes fs7 the construction of 
the roads which the Province so urgently needs, two officers were placed on 
special duty to draw up programmes ot eemenaemnclioh for each District in the 
Province. In other respects, apart from the maintenance of existing works, little 
was accomplished during the year. At Rangoon anew Customs House and a 
new Telegraph Office were completed. The sites of several low-lying towns in 
the Delta were reclaimed. A camp at Thayetmyo and a sanatorium at Shwebo 
were built for Turkish prisoners of war interned in the Province. 


te 
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The war has adversely affected municipal adnumstration, both by making # 
impossible for munkepalintes to borrow money for any aA and also by 
making unprocurable, or procurable only at prohibitive prices, th :mported 

materials for works for which funds are available. Rangoon, whic doa ap 
most on borrowed funds, has been the worst affected. Expenditure ons was 
less than half the amount spent in the previous year. : nprovements in street- 
lighting, in the water-supply and to the slaughter-houses were the only items of 
work accomplished, apart from the ordinarv administration. Difhieulty pera 2. 
materials hampered the execution of schemes in hand in the case of several 
the minor municipalities. gr 3 from this, their admmistration was -atist 
carried on during the year. In view ot the successful admimstration tm recent 

of certain municipalities in which the non-official element 13 strong, the 

Local Government had under consideration the question of entrusting these 
municipalities to non-official committees. In the year of report, however, the 
interest evinced in the elections in those municipalities in which the electtve 
system is in force, was disappointingly little. — a 

The Medical Department csuffeied from the absence, on military duty, both of 
military doctors and of civii doctors who have gone as volunteers. Fortunately, 
the year was a very healthy one, so that the trouble that might have ansen from 
the dearth of doctors was not realized. The number of public medical institutions 
was increased during the year and provided relief for an increased number of 
patients. Substantial grants were made from Government funds to several 
societies for the prevention of infantile mortality. in the hope of reducing the 
appalling waste of infant life. Three rew societies were formed. The marked 
fall in infantile mortality during the year is probably due to other causes. But 
such societies can probably claim some credit for the urban death-rate being much 
lower than the niral. 


' 8. The year witnessed no diminution of the continuous increase of crime 
which has been the most disquietiny: feature in the administration of the Province. 
The voiume of crime taken cognizance of by the police exceeded all previous 
limits, and the number of cases dealt w.ih by the criminal courts showed a like 
advance. Violent crimes increased, murders, dacotties and burglaries being all 
- more numerous than in the previous year. But the most marked increase was in 
cases of theft, due lo poor harvests and depression of trade in 1915-16. The 
_ problem presented by the increase of crime received particular attention dunng 
the year. Special investigations into the causes of c:ime were made. In recogni- 
tion of the fact that the best method of coping with crime probably lies in the 
improvement of village administration and bringing the administration of justice 
more into touch with local opinion, the Local Government had under consideration 
a scheme for the formation of benches of headmen to exercise magisterial and 
executive functions in groups of village-tracts. The increase of crime is doubtless 
in part attnbutable to the police haing hampered by additional duties entailed by 
the war, and the absence of a lazze proportion of the officers on military duty. In 
spite of these disadvantages, the success of the police in the detection of crime, 
viewing ali classes of crime as a whole, was maintained at the same level as in 
recent years, — there was a falling off in success in dealing with the. mest 
_ bemous classes of offence. The overcrowding of the jails, the corollary of the 
growth of crime, continued, and would have been worse than ever before, had not 
special measures been taken in order to its reduction. Over athousan prisoners, 
who were deemed fit subjects for clemency, were released during the year. 
Schemes for further relief by emnloymg convicts on public works were under 
consideration. The repeated exhortations of the Loca! Government oore. fruit in 
‘a reduotion m the number of sentences of imprisonment in the courts, notably in 
short-term sentences. In consequence of a fall in the number of first offenders 
released on proba ion, and of a considerable proportien of the fines im 
remammg unrealized, the LocalGovernment called the attention af Magis- 
trates to the necessity of releasing tirst off in all suitable cases, and also of 
not imposing excessive fines In the hope of reducing crime by the moral 
uplifting of youthful offenders, an interesting experiment was started by the 
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opening, in conjunction with the Salvation Army, of « home at Rangoon for young 
released prisoners. | 


g. There were several notable new departures in the administration of educa- 
tiun during the year. In order to bring the co: ‘-ol of education more into. touch 
with local opinion, Loth official and ndn-official, a Divisional School Boarsd- was 
created for each Division of the Province. These Boards took over from the 
Education Department the control of vernacular education in their sevetal areas. 
The Rangoon School Board was formed to fulfil the sam~ function in Rangoon. 
A committee was appointed ... deal with the question of female education in the 
Province and made recommendations, mainly in the direction of enphasizing the 
importance of teachinpy girls domestic economy and needlework, Agother 
committee considered the best methods of inculcating the Imperial Idea and 
fostering patriotism within the Empire among the Burmese The trainipg course 
for teachers in the Normal Schools was revised dunng the year. Apast from 
these novel features, the expansion of educaticn took place at the normal rate, . 
Both the number of public schools and the number of scholars in attendance 
increased, the increase being shared by all classes of institution except lower 
primary schools. ‘! he numbers of puiile passing the various school examinations 
were in every case considerably higher than inthe previous year, as were the 
numbers who passed the Calcutta University examinations for degrees. Expes- 
_ diture on education, in a year when the war imposed the necessity of the strictest 
economy on all Government departinents, was a lakh and a half of rupees mose 
than in the previous year, and amounted to Rs. 67 lakhs. A most gratifying 
feature. in view of the needs of the Province for doctors, engineers and scientific 
experts of all sorts, and the aptitude of the Burman for such professions, is the 
increasing interest taken in scientific and allied subjects. The science classes at 
the two colleges are expanding and aitracting many of the best students. The 
number of graduates in Science increased strikingly. The number of students at 
the Government Medical School was much greater than in the previous year, and 
the educational qualifications of the newcomers is improving. Sixteen students, of 
whom ten, including one lady, were Burnicce, passed the final qualifying examina- 
tion, a number more than twice the average of the last tive years. The number 
of stulents at the Government Schocl of Engineering at Insein has reached the 
maximum possible with the present inadequate staff and e uipment, and the 
reconstitution of the school on a larger scale is under consideration. 


10. There was no cessation in the great decline in the publication of books that 
has accompanied the war. Curiously enough, the reduction is most marked in the | 
case of books on religious subjects, while books dealing with the war are con- 
spicuous by their abs nce. The most significant feature jn the literary output of. 
the year is the large number of novels, depicting modern Burmese life, written in 
language very near to colloquial Butmese and modelled on the pattern of the 
modern a novel. Woust of Wiese novels ate crude pieces Of work. Much - 
of the psychology is borrowed from the English models, and the influence of the 
cinema is easily traceable in the construction. And a satisfactory compromise 
between the old-fashioned literary language and the vastly different colloquial 
language has not yet been attained. But the quality of these works is improving 
rapidly. In archzology, an Ease discovery resulted from the study of the 
frescoes found in 1936 at Minnanthu near Pagan. The evidence of these 
frescoes establishes what hitherio has been merely a conjectural theory, namely 
that before the introduction of the southern school of Buddhism on tne conquest 
of Thatén by Anawrata in the eleventh century, Buddhism of the northern school 
was in vogue at Pagan. It appears to have been introduced from Bengal cr 
northern India about the sixth century. 


11. In the Shan States and on the north-east frontier the year generally was 

uict and uneventlul. ‘here was some excitement, but nothing more, on the 
side of the Chinese frontier, as a result of the opposition aroused across the 
border by the efforts of the Chinese officialsto eradicate poppy-cultivation. Apart 
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from mining activity in the Northern *: a1n States and in Karen, and an improve- 

ment in the teak-trade inthe latter, trade everywhere was dull. Crops were 
y good, and the year was a healt'y one for man and beast. There was 

very little serious crime. In the Chin Hillis the cordial response among the 

Northern Chins to the call for volunteers for the Labour Corps was the outstanding 


event of the year. 


_ $2. No narrative c’ the events of the year in Burma would be complete 
without a reference to the visit of His Excellency the Viceroy, which took place 
in December 19:6. Burma has hitherto been unfortunate in the fact that the 
visits of Viceroys have generally taken place during the last year of their 
Viceroyalty, and before the results of such visits could be expected to mature, the 
high office of Viceroy has been occupied by a new incumbent. In the case of 
His Excellency Lord Chelmsford this ‘practice has been reversed, and the 
Province may expect to benefit thereby by a greater appreciation at Delhi and 
Simla of her needs and her resources. As in other Provinces, every department 
of administration in Burma has been short-handed. Some important charges 
have had to be combined under single officers, and others entrusted to officers 
of lower status and less experience than has been found possible in normal 
times. A notable feature has been the demonstration of the capacity of the 
Burman, as well as of the potentialities of the Province. Burmans have been 
recruited for the Military Police and for the Army to an extent which only a 
short time ago would have been considered impossible, and this fact alone may 
be accepted as a happy augury for the future development of Burma and her 
people. While the war lasts, it is impossible for much progress to be made in 
communications, agricultural, cominercial and industrial development ; but the 
moment that the pressure ot the war is relaxed the time will be ripe for great 
_ Strides forward in the desired directions. On the poiitical side, also, there is 
great scope for future development ; but it is absolutely essential for the welfare 
of Burma and her people that the jou.datiors for this development should be 
well and truly laid. * ti 
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PART II. 


DEPARTMENTAL CHAPTERS. 


NoTe.—The departmental reports and other references oo which this Report on the 
Ad ministration of Burma's based, are noted at the beginnings each chapter. T 
mental reports do uot all cover the same period The Reports onthe Administrat‘on of Civil 
and Criminal Justice, the Police, Prisons, the Registration Departmert, the Sah Reveaue, 
the Measures adopted for the Extermination ~‘ Wild Animals and Poisonous Soakes, Lanatic 
Asylums, the Report of the Chemical Examiner, the Report on the working of the Iudian 
Factories Act, 1911, and the Resolution on the Reports on Village Administration deal with 
events which took place within the calendar year 1916; the Shan States, Chin Hillis and 
North-Eastern Frontier Reports, the Land Revenue, Land Records, and Forest Adminis- 
tration Reports, the Season and Crop Report, the Report on the working of the Co-operat ve 
Societies Act, and the Report of the Department of Agriculture are coocerned with the 
agricultural year from the 1st July 19:6 to the close of June rq: ~All other reports cover 
the twelve months of the official or financial year that ended on the 3tst March 1917. 


: CHAPTER I. _ 
PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 
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Report onthe Administration of the Shan and Karenni States for the year ended the 30th June 2917. 
Report on the Administration of the Chin Hills for the year ewded the 30th June 1917. 

- Report on the North-Eastern Frontier for the year ended the goth June 1913. 
Scason and Crop. Report of Burma for the year ended the 30th June 1917. . 
Land itecords Administration Report of Burma for the year ended the goth June 1917, 
Report on the Civil Veterinary Neparement (including the Insein Vctesinary School), Burma, for the 

year ended the 313¢ March 1917. ~~ | 

Report on the Sanitusy Administration of Burma forthe year t916, 


PHYSICAL. © 


Physical Features of the Country, Area, Climate, and Chief 
a | + Staples. 

For information on this subject reference should be made to paragraphs 1 to 
8 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for the year 19t 1-12. 

POLITICAL. 
| Fistoricue Summary. 

For information on this subject reference should be made to patagraphs 9 

to 18 of the Report on the Admint stration of Burma for the year 1911-12. 
Form of Administration. 


For information on this subject reference should be made to paragraphs 19 
io 38 of the Regert on the Administzution of Burma forthe year 1911-32 and to 
Parazrapu i of the Mepert on the Administration of Burma tor the year 1914-15. 


Character of Land Tenures: System of Survey and 
Settlement. 


For information on this subject reference should be made to paragraphs 39 
to 55 of the Report om the Adminstration of Burma for the year 1911-13. 
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3 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA, (100-77. 


Civil Divisions of British Territory. 


Cur. L— For information on this subject reference should he made to patagraphs 56 
PHYSICAL 40 68 oof the Report om the Adminisiration ¢ Burma for the year 1gti-12 and to 


Pouca paragraph 2 of the Report on the Admint stration of Burma ior the year 1914-35. 


Groene | 


Puy. 


Details of the last Census: Tribes and Languages. 


For information on th subject reference should be made to paragraphs 69 
to 76 of the Report on the Administration of Burma for the year 198 1°12. 


4 Changes in the Administration. ) . 
~ I. The Hon'ble Sir Spencer Harcourt Butler, K.C.S.1., C.LE., 1.C.5., was 


Lieutenant- Lieutenant-Governor of Burma throughout the year. 


2. A new Township, called the Syriam Township, in the Kyauktan Subdivision 
of the Hanthawaddy District, was created with effect from the 1st June 1916, consis- 
ting of Syriam Town and eighteen village-tracts which were transferred from the 


_ _Kyauktan Township. Two village-tracts were excluded from the K yaukpadaung 


Township of the Myingyan District anda included in the Taungtha Township of the: 


- same District. With effect from the ist Julv 1916, the reconstituted Sale Town- 
- ship of the Myingvan District was transferred to the Magwe District. The 
eastern and southern boundaries respectively of the Shwegu and Bhamo Town- 


ships of the Bhamo District were revised dumng the year. Eleven village-tracts 


were excluded from the Kyaukkyi and included in the Shwegyin Township of the 
_ Toungoo District. The boundaries of th: Kamaing Township, and the boundary 
between the Myitkyina and the Mogaung Townships of the Myitkyina District 
__- were renotified, a more accu 





curate description of the boundaries being given in both 
_ cases. A portion of the Lemyethna Forest Reserve was transferred from the 
| aggyvauny Township of inc Bassein District to the Lemyethna Township 
enzada District, so as to make the boundary between the Henzada and 


Bas sein Districts coincide with the southern boundary of the Lemyetlina Forest 








a 


Additions ogi 3. An increase of one in the fourth grade of the Subordinate Civil Service was 


pag Nay 5 made in orde: to provice for the Township Officer of the newly-created Syriam 
init ‘Township. One appointment was added to the fourth grade of the Provincia! 


Civil Service on account of an officer being by pointed as Assistant Superintendent 
at Namtu in the Northern Shan States. st he third grade of the Provicial 
Judicial Service was increased by one owing to the creation of the appointment of 
second Additional judge fur the Court of Small Causes at Rangoon. In February 
1916 His Majesty’s Secretary of State sanctioned a scheme distributing among 
the several crades of Deputy Cuduussioners certain superior appointments in the 
Burma Commission. As the necessary provision had not been made in the 
Budget for 1915-16, it was cecided to postpone the introduction of the scheme, 
which was, however, brought into effect from the 1st January 193 7. 


Reiations with Tributary States and Frontier Affairs. 
(3) Shav and Kareans Siates. 

{Jeaiiern Shan States : 37 States, arse 36,154 square miles, populotion 856,574, trtdwie ks. 2.71,800 ; 
Karenns : five States, area 4,380 square miles, pupulation 64,628, tribute Rs.6,350 : Novtheyn Shan States : 
Sve Steotes, aves 16,594 square miles, Population 480,490, tribute Rs. 1,54,¢00 ; Maing S11t: area 4,563 square 
miles, population 53.214, tribute Ra. 20000; Hsawnghsup (Thaungthut) orcas7y square miles, populstion 
7,784, totsute Rs.4003 Singhalssg Khdertd (Zingalesn Kants) : arca 983 square miles, Population 2,560, 


tribute Rs.100; Khamts Long (Kumts-gy1) or Bhov Ahamts : evsa 374 square miles, population (uspros- 
mate) 6,061, tribute Rs, 2,500 (approximate),} 


4 .In the Southern Shan States imports and exports again declined and trade 
generally was dull, With few exceptions, however, crops were yood and the 
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condition of the people was satisfactory. Peace was maintained and there was but 
little serious crime. As usual there were several destructive fires, one at | 
in April destroying property to the value of over one lakh of rupees. The 
ment of Kalew asa hill station continued. The Ngwe Amu of Nam Hkai 
died without issue, that State we. ‘n Apr:| united with Loi Long. The eldest san 
the late 4/yosa of Mong Hsu was placed in charge of that State arrange~ 
ments as to the succession. The administration of the Chiefs was generally 
satisfactory. In well-ordered States improvement was maintained and, except in 
Mony Nawng and Hsa Mong Hkam, the less efhcient Chiefs got through the year 
without any serious trouble. The Myosa of Méng Nawng again ran into debt 
and resorted to highly improner means to procure money for hts extravyangances. 
In Hsa Mong IHkain collections of revenue were made at rates much in excess 
of those sanctioned, and the proceeds were misappropriated. All Chiefs main- 
tained guards at important roads and ferries to prevent the entry of seditionists. 
The Chiefs of the Southern Shan States gave effect to their resolyBon to do 
something as a body to help the Empire by joining in the Bu ma War Fund. 
Their personal contributions and collections, apart from subscriptions to vanous 
war charities, amounted to Rs. 1,62,777.. They also took a full share in making 
the Indian War Loan a success, and over ten lakhs of rupees were subscribed 
during the year. , id oa. 
On the Chinese border ru:nours of disorder were current from time to time, 
but as a imatter of fact conditions have een practically normal in the epg 
immeciately adjoining British territory. three dacoities and a robbery wit 
murder were committed by Chinese marauders from across the border. The 
disturbed conditions n Yunnan were responsible for the unusual strength, both in 
Numbers and arisiament, of the caravans that visited .Kéngtiing duting thé year. 
Two large parties gave trouble as they declined to hanu over their weapons to the 
local othicials. On the appearance of a force ef military police. however, they 
surrendercd their arms, which were returoed to them on their departure. The 
anti-opium campaign was viyorously prosecuted by the Republican Govesnment. 
_ Crops were destroved, in spite of opposition, in Hsip Hsawng Panna, Keng Hung 
and Muny Lem. Cunditions in the Mekong Province, the porti nof French Indo- 
China that borcers on British territory, were fairly satisfactory and martial law 
is no longer in force there. ‘he Siamese border was entirely peaceful, | 

‘Phe number of cases reported during the year tv the Government Police was 
254 as against 289 in the previous year. There was a large decrease at Taumggy} 
anc a larpe increase at Kalaw. Out of 103 persons sent up for trial 79 were 
convicted. The work of the State Police varied in quality from State to State. In 
- Yawnghwe recoveries of stolen cattle and property fell. Inthe Myelat the police 
-on the whole did good work. In the North-Eastern States police work was bad in 
Kehsi Mansam and fair elsewhere. The Kéngtiing Police got somewhat ont of 
hand during the Sawbwa's absence but were fairly successful in dealing with 
cattle-theft. The number ot true cases reported during the year was 1,255 as 
against 1,199 ii iGin-iG. These comprise 49 vioreni ciiti€s, 175 cases ot 
cattle-theft, 305 cases of ordinary theft and 736 cases of other forms of crime. 
Violent crime increased by 12, ordinary thett by 12, and other crime by 54, 
while cattle-theft decreased by 21. The violent crimes comprised 18 murders, 
6 robberics with murder, 3 cases of culpable homicide, une attempted murder, 
3 dacoities and 8 robberies. Five of the murders were committed by lunatics. 
There were 39 suits pending at the beginning of the year, 753 were filed during 
the yeur, 765 were cisposed of ‘eaving 27 pending at the close of the year. The 
total vaine of the 753 suits hled was Ks. 1,09,637 as agamst 738 suits valued at 
Rs. 1,08,3:8 last year. Over 68 per cent. of the suits hled were under Rs. 100 
in value, only 14 were valued at over Ks. &’,000 and only one exceeded 
Rs. §,000. Yawnghwe State is responsible for one-third of the total number 
of suits. 

Everywhere except at Kalaw the rainfall was much greater than in the previous 
year. At Yawnghwe it was the preatest ever recorded and ficods caused damage. 
Crops of hill rice were good everywhere and the main crop on irrigated land was 
well up to the average. The area under wheat increased but outtums declined. 
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, n exceptionally healthy one for cattle, in spite of epidemic 
eure: oe North-Eastern Sates ard in Kangting. Forest revenue for the 
year was Rs. 1,65,783 and expenditure Ks. 95,140. There were 44 forest offences 
of which 42 were compcunded for a total sum of F's. 461. F our applications for 
prospecting licenses were pending from the previous year and 30 were received 
during the year of report. Of these 12 were granted, 8 rejected and £ with- 
drawn while g were pending at the close of the year. There are five mining 
leases in force, all for lead. The output from the three mines that were working 
was 39,542 viss of pure lead and seme 1,000 Viss of ore. Litle success attended 
the efforts of many of the prospectors for wolfram, but 10,385 ibs. were cxported 


- from Mawnang State. Of the public works cairied out by Government the most 


important were at Kalaw. The scheme for the distribution of water, though not 
yet completed, was advanced sufhciently for water to be available during the 
greater part of the year. | A drainage scheme and the construction of a bazaar 
were in hand during the year, and some four miles of road were agg up. The 
ward for Shan patients at the Loilem Hospital was finished. T he steel bridge 
over the Tayaw stream was completed, and several wooden bridges on the main 
road were replaced by structures of reinforced concrete. ‘he total expenditure 
was Rs. 2'°09 lakhs on construction and repairs, and some is.55,000 on 
contribution works. The States spent on public works a total sum of Rs. 3°58 
lakhs as against Rs. 4°10 laklis in the previous year. Most of the expenditure was 


on roads and communications. | 


In most of the States the year was a healthy one for man and beast. Food- 


stuffs were plentiful and generally cheaper than in the previous year. The cost 


of imported articles rose, but was not excessive. No class sufiered severely from 


epidemic of a mild type of plague at ; 


the effects of the war, except the timber-tracers and the money-lendes who rused 
to finance them. The total revenue coliected Ly the States was just under Rs. 12 
lakhs as against Rs. 12°02 lakhs in the previous year. The number of patients 
treated at hospitals and dispensaries under the supervision of the Civil Surgeon, 
Taunggyi, was 44,467 outdoor and 1,328 indoor. The former class increased by 
882 and the latter decreased by 81 as compared wiiti the previous year. The 
patients attending hospitals under the supervision of the Civil Surgeon, Loumwe, 
numbered 12,788 outdoor and 71§ indoor. There was a satisfactory increase both 
at Loimwe ani Kéngting and a falling-off at Nammawngin. There was a slight 
Kengtung and -00 people were ; oculated. 
The American Baptist Mission Hospital at Mong Mai did another year’s good 
work. The establishment uncer the Civil Surgeon, Taunggyi, performed 15,770 
vaccinations of which 17,743 were successful. In the Kéngtdng State 3,956 
persons were vaccinated, 2,589 successfully, | | 

The two Deputy Inspectors of Schools, one at Taunggyi and one at Loilem 
nad under their charge a total number of 145 vernacular public schools, with a 
total number of 4,085 pupils of whoim 1,147 were iris. At present the progress 
of education is hampered by the jack of qualified jocal teachers. Lack of funds 
unfortunately prevented the establishmemt of the projected isang schooi jor 
teachers at Yawnghwe. But the best of the monastic schools are turning out 
trained pupils who find positions as teachers. The number of boys in attenaance 
at the school tor the Sons of Shan Chiefs at Taunggyi was $8, the limit of its 
present capacity. Eighty-seven boys’ were presented for examination in the 
various standards and 53 passed. Wne toy iias reached the 1oth Standard. 
The conduct of the pupils generally was satisfactory. 




















_ §. Except for the refusal cf some Wiwa viiages m Kyebogyi. neat 
the loungoo border tu pay the increased taxes demanded of them, the 
administration of the Karenm States was uneventful. The year witnessed an 
improvement inthe tinber trade, on which the prosperity of practically all classes 
depends, and prospects were distinctly brighter at its close than at its beginning. 
The price of teak rose slightly and a great deal of timber was seld. The 
rainfall was better than it has been for several years and with few exceptions crops 
were good. Importations of food-stuffs were in consequence much Jess than in 
the previous year. Cattle were generally healthy. 
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_ than in the previus year, and there was marked expanann in the € 





renee?) RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STArits ann PRONTICR aPrams 


Increased activity was shown in the of the 
the output of concentratse-—consisting of tin and wotiram is PORE 
from 368 tons in 1915-16 to 670 tons. At the Li 

on the western side some prom‘sing vems were struck. T “de wan mech be 




























both lac and hides. 

Conditions on the border were satisfacto-y and relations with the S 
officials were cordial. The chiefs continued to keep waich on the Salwoen fe 
and important roads, to guard against the entry - 
hundred and forty-four cases came before the ‘comes com} 
38 cattle-thefts, 32 ordinary thefts and 70 “ other cupes.” ines 
were murders of homicides. In two cases the accasd Biapehid <y ea 
portation for life and in the other two, which were bomicide cases, compensation 
was paid in accordance with Karen custom. Of the 38 cases of 
16 were brought to Court, 28 out of 38 personas 
the others discharged. ‘Twelve civil cases were pending at the 
year ; 60 new suits were filed ; and 10 remamed at the close of The 
value of the 60 new suits was Rs. 59,249 and all Shek Te ees | 
transactions. About one-third of the suits were under Rs. 100 

The gross revenue of the five Karean) States rose from Rs. 1°72 lakhs in 
1915-16 to Rs.1-go lakhs. In Kantarawaddi collections were Rs. 1°34 lakhs as 
pga a Seema Rs. 88,000, an increase entirely due to eohanced ergs 2 
of forest revenue. The reserve fund stands at Rs. 80,000 invested in 
Exchequer Bonds and partly in Indian War Loan Bonds. The ‘ture 08 og 
public works in the States was Rs. 22,578 from revenue and Rs. 3,509 from rem 
sions of tribute. In Kantarawaddi the most important work was the Lakxe~ | 
Tisaka road which cost Rs. 16,509 Over Rs. 3,000 was usciully SS outdoor onl 
rocks m the Me-Pai stream. The Loikaw Civil Hospital treated 5,806 , 
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14a indoor patients as agamst 6,508 and 129 iespectively in 191s. The Se ae 

dealt with 29 schools as against 34 last year 27 M Igte-2 S- Ee ee 

Of the five new schools taken under control three Lelcng to the Arcencab Repeat tC tia 

Mission and two are monastic. The number ol pagpals ander instructton is SS. be ae 

boys and 177 girls. cae eae 
6. In the Nocthem Shan States the year of report was one of - 
The only considerable disturbance of the peace was a half-beas:ed reb fen 
Manglin State, om was promptly a be Myese of Mothai - os 
was suspected of sympathy with the a - Sag also gave trouble by ie 
in hostilities with the Wa of Motle There was considerable ‘Se eee 
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unrest during the open season in the Chinese Shan States across the bor 
te the genuine effarts made by the Chimese officials to carry out the orders ee 
the suppression of opmm. ‘(Chere was fightin, between the Chinese troops and — 
the Kachins in Lungchu'an and |ater farther northm Santa. The fears of the 
Chinese authorities that Kachins from North Hscnwi might be involved proved = - 
grouodess and the Kacoms on te Brisa side of the border did not show the 
slightest desire to jom m the fray. Some complaints were made of Britsh sub- 
jects planting opium in fields across the border, or lettmg their fields to Chamrse 

a beuts for opwm cultivation The crops had been destroyed by the peau 

officials before investigation could be made, but beavy fines were mpased in al 


cases where it was proved that the orders proldlating the wo 
Chmeze 


- the barder had been infringed. The usual fronter meeting with 


officials for the joint settlement of cases was beld » Jarmmary. Relatoas, though 
not marked by the extreme curdiality of the previous year, were at any rate friendly. 

‘The sanctioned strength and caste composition of the military pabce was 
unchanged during the year. The health of the men was as was their 


_ discipline and their relations with the people o! the country. The strength of the 


Government Civil Police Force remamec tie satie phic vip 2 the year. Its disciplme 
aud conduct were fawly good. Three hundred and one cases were reported curing 
the year to the Government Police. There Cas cre 13 Vieicnt crimes reposted. 
There were 42 cases of cattle-theft as agamst the previous year. There 


é  SRRORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. 


sevious cases of sting ing among the coolies of the Burma MineaCompany 
Cuary lem n Bawewin In one of these the volun:..rs bad to be called out to repress som e 
strikers who refused to leave the Company's premises and were u on 
workmen. Twelve of the ri of the strikers were deported. > 
The work of the State Police in the oR en was net as er 
ioht have been. At Hsenwi the State Folice were 

—< for the first time. ‘ronticr guards of village police were 

ee South Hsenwi, and Manglan to watch for seditionists: from | 


number of offences reported dunng the year was 1,334 as 
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1,10 in the previous year, The increase inthe number of cases 15 due” 
ficmiion of a new Sabiieieien at Namtu and the incgease of work on the pre- ae 
mises of the Burma Mines Company, to a large number of prosecutions unt 28 
Municipal Act at Lashio, to prosecutions in North Hscnwi of persons who AG 
their fields to Chinese subjects for opium-cultivation and to a number of pre cor 
tions in South Hsenwi for contravention of the rules for the prevention of the ne 
spread of cattle disease. Violeni crimes decreased from 43 to 26. Thetotal 
number of cases of cattle-theft increased from 83 to 105. The number of civil ye 
suite filed in the courts of Government Officers rose from 92 tO 833: 38@ 
increase is largely due to the establishment of a civil coust at Namtu and the i 
admission therein of suits which ought to have gone to the Courts of the States. eee 
The number of suits filed in the Stales’ Courts decreased from 984 to Sys ae 
The year's rainfall was very unevenly distributed. In places the rainfall was pee 
above the normal, and in places much helow it. The early and middlerame ger 
plentiful and well distributed in some places, and failed in others. The Octobey 
rains failed everywhere. The crop of upland rice was good | h ee 
of lowland rice were excellent in some localities and very poor in rs, On an 
whole the outturn of lowland paddy was short but was compensated for by” ate 
abundance of upland paddy. The tea crop “as not so abundant as usual ang 
rices were poor. There was a good crop of sessamum but prices were Ow. © 
he year’s crop of oranges was not gond though the area continues to ¢x 
The tobacco crop was poor owing to the lack of rain in October, and prices tose. 
The opium crop did foleudialy. “The chief feature of the forest administration of = 
the year was thc large quantities of fuel and timber extracted by the Burma 
Mines Compa:y from the Panghai Reserve and adjacent unclassed areas. — 
immense strides were made by the Burma Mines Company in the development 
of the mines at Namtu and Bawdwin, in spite of difficulties in et oe. 
Good progress was made with tunnelling at the various levels, and with the eon- 
struction of improved inilling, smeling and refining machinery. Boystoes 
thousand one hundred and sixty-eight tons of refined aan and 5,222,489 ounces of 
— dco op cegsion Improvements to the railway pi ye to be m= - 
\ e yearthe tonnage transported amounted to some 336,000 tons, 
electric plant installed lasi year was brought intooperation in September 4 The 
accommodation for both European and Asiatic employees was improved. Two 
barracks of sun-dried bricks werc built. Severai bungalows for Europeans were bul 
at Namtu and Bawdwin, and a new dining-hall was added to the residential club. 
The total allotment for expenditure on public works in the Hsipaw State as 
Rs. 3°30 lakhs as against an ture of Rs. 168 lakhs in the previous yéas- 
The principal wori:s in hand were the Ta-tung-ang suspensio:, bridge, which was 
nearly completed, aad the development of Hsipaw Town. in Tawngpeng the tots) 
expenditure was Rs. 1°57 lakhs, of which Rs. 53,000 went to the construstion of a 
~Ourt-house, and most of the remainder on r and ferries. Inthe other States 
useful work was dune on the construction and improvement of roads and bridges. 
There were slight epidemics of plague in Kyaukme and Hsipaw, and one of 
small-pox in North Hsenwi. There was an outbreak of rinderpest in Hsipaw, but 
it was severe in Only two circles. Rinderpest also broke out in North and South 
Heenwi. Generally the condition of the people was prosperous. The war has 
caused loss principally to the big shopkeepers along the railway line and the people 
of the intenor are not seriously affected by the prevalent high prices of imported 
articles. The Kachins and Was, thanks to a phenomenal opmm crop which 
fetched big prices, were unusually prosperous. Steps were taken to encourage 
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sericuiture, im case Op! ivation should be reptvieted af a 
a movement to trait as mechanics four boys were sent do 


ing School at Insem. Many more would have been sent but for lac 
es In order to opal —— for ie nape inegneulture 
tate, arrangements were mace for opc...ng a State larm at is 
ments were also made for isteodeeiee co-operative eocistias in 
revenue of allthe States showed an increase on the previous j 
in the case of Hsipaw. In Hsipaw expenditure.ex t 
the State, however, are quite healthy as the deficit is due to the fact that owing te 
the lateness of the se son a large part of the tea-revenue remained uncollected, == 


A State dispensary was opened at Namhsan in Tawngpeng and by arrange- = =9= 
ment with the Burma Mines Company the general public were admitted tofhe 
Company’s hospital and dispensaries, At all the institutions in the States for = 9 =. ©) 
which statistics are available, the number of out-patients treated was 60,.93tand 0 


of in-patients was 2,614. There was a total increase of 21,583 out-patients, esr oe 
including an increase of 1,156 at Government and State institutions. iets ae 


increased by 653 but there was a falling-off of 69 m Government Stat 
institutions. {n connection with the outbreaks of plague at Kyaukme and Heipaw, — 
6,920 inoculations were performed. ‘The total number of vaccinations performed 
was 8,133 as against 6,293 in the previous year. A 
A second Deputy Inspector of Schools was appointed for the States during the 
year, to supervise education in Tawngpeng and Hsipaw. 1he number of schools 
increased from 44 to 47, fournew schools having been registered and one abolished. 
Of the 49 schools the only Government Institution is the Vernacular Schoo! at 
Lashio. 27 are State-managed, 9 belong to the Amernaan Baptist Missien, 8 are 
monastic schools and 3 ase run by !ay managers. ‘The attendance increased during 
the year from 1,856 to 2,166, which figure includes 638 girls. There were 89 i a 
pupils receiving secondary ecucation as against 67 in the previous year. ee eck 












7. In Mong Mit the year was tranquil and uneventful. There was a marked poorer 
improvement in the State’s finances, the revenue rising by Rs. 44,815 to Rs.a°s2 
lakhs. The expenditure increased by Rs. 7,445to Rs. 1°82 lakhs there was a 
closing balance of Rs. 1°14 ]akhs. Rainfall was poor and the main rice crep suffered ‘ 
in the Shweli area. Elephants were a scourge and, unless measures are taken to ij 
cope with thcm, there is a danger that they will ulate the State. Old 
established villages are being abandoned owing to their ations. And though 
settlers are anxious to come from Bhamo and Katha to take up the large areas of ; 
paddy-land available, fear of elephants keeps them back. There was no epidemic Sear 
disease in the State during the year. There were 129 true criminal cases during rs, 
the year. There were 99 civil suits instituted, the total value ni some vig acpi 
Rs. 9.000. A sum of Ra. 26,021 was spent on public works. In the Kodaung ) 
Hill Tracts crops were good, and the year was a quiet one. No difficulty was 
experienced in collecting the tribute, which amounted to Rs. 82,460. | 
was made with the settlement of viliage boundaries. in the Theungdut and Kant 
States in the Upper Chindwin District, there was no considerable trouble on the 
frontier. he maintenance of a military police post at Kanti prevented all raiding 
of administered villages.. In Thaungdut crops were good and trade with Masspur 
proceeded as usual. In Kanti trade was stagnant. 


(if) The Chin Holts. 
(The Chin Hells proper, arce approcimately Bono sguove milec. deputation 119,556 : the Pabdkhe Frit? 
Tracts, avce epposimatel y 9,900 eguare wiles, population $7,328 ; Ail District of Avakan, arca 3,500 aguave ¢ 
miles, pepolation 22,936; and tracts in the Upsev Chindwin, Abyah and Kyaut pyw Districts) 


8 The raising of a Labour Corps for France was the outstanding event of the 
ear iu the Chin Hills proper. One thousand Chin labourers were enrolled from the 
‘ddim Subdivision alone and proceeded to France. In the Falam Subdivision 

over 800 men volunteered within a week and the Haka Chins, if they had been 
called on, would also have responded. There was some inter-tribal fighting in the 
unadininistered territory south-west of the Chin Hills and a technical violation of 
the frontier, which however, did not lead to fighting, was committed by a band of 
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OUTIL lice showed deterioration. Floods caused considerable if to roads and. 


: <> ‘men from the unadmimistered village of Se>.ungte, 












—— ‘of Lapsoite to demand the surrender of a woman who 
“The staple crops were generally good, bus ine wheat 


Preaeers very few cases .{ crime, and only one violent crime. There was no 
outbreak of cholera during the year, but dysentery caused a number oo ns atthe 
beginning of the rains. Of late years the drinking of distilled liquor has increased « —_ 
greatly among the Chins and evil results are now becoming evident, In the | — 
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akOkku Hill Tracts the only serious disturbance in an otherwise prosperous year; 
was the murder of a Sub-Inspector of Police by a band led by a cl 1 who hada 
grievance against the Sub-Inspector. This band, after losing one of their oumber 
in a fight with a body of police and armed villagers who went to search for them, 
took refuge in unadministered territory, and demonstrations by small bodies ot iia 
military police had to be made.and the unadministered area hlockaded, before the 
ringleaders surrendered. In the Hill District of Arakan no raids on ed 
territory occurred during the year and raiding in unadministered territary by some 
Yallaing Shandus had no effect on the administered area. Three dusters wore 
held and a large number of trans-border Chiefs attended for the td ema of having = 
their disputes settled. In the Somra Tract adjoining the Upper C 
District no serious disturbance t k place yg year. Three women were 
_caried off from a village in Manipur territory by Nagas from Somra Piya but the 
order for their restoration was complied with readily. Seven people were kiled 
in a fight between two Naga villages in the Somra Tract but the quarrel was 
composed and a blood-feud averted. An ex-Chief of Tangbuk attempted to stirrup 
trouble, but the effort failed and he retired to seclusion near the Mamipur border. 4 





(st) Zhe Kachin Hells. 
(The Putec District and tvects in the Mytibyina, Bhame and Kathe Distrista) 

9. The peace of the north-eastemm frontier was undisturbed throughout the 
year. The tribesmen who abandoned their — during the troubles of 1915 
are returning and the tracts are resuming their normal aspect. A_ new 
military police outpost was established at Punlumbum in this area. A blood-feud 
between two trans-border Chiefs, and disturhances on the Chinese side owmg to 
measures to eradicate poppy-cultivation, failed to evoke any disorder in Brush 
territory. Owing to the war the Public Works Department could undertake no 

few works in the frontier Districts. But satisfactory progress was made in the 
opening-up of inter-village roads, and in the improvement and extension of mule- 
tracks by ase agency. Crime decreased in Putao and Bhamo and Kaths, but 

increased in Myitkyina. There was one violent crime in Putao, 8 in Myitkyina, 
4 in Bhamo and none in Katha. Most of the violent crimes were murders. 
sumber of ecrimimal cages metityted in Putoo fell from Ga in 1959-86 to 18 
in the year of report. The decrease is due partly to fewer prosecutions 
beadmen for failure to improve the roads in their jurisdictions, and partly to 
a diminishing prepenaty «mone the people to take the law into their own hands. 
In Myitkyina the number of cases instituted was 146 as against 79 in the 
— year. The increase was general and no special reasons can be given 
or it. In Bhamo there was no marked variation from the figures of the previous 
year. In Katha there was a considzrable decrease. The number of civil cases 

instituted in Putao dropped from 24 in 1915-16 to 12 inthe of report. 
In Myitkyina there was an increase from 104 to 174. The increase is partly due to 
the extension of the territorial jurisdiction of the Courts and partly to the fact that 
the Kachins are acquiring a preference for the Courts where their disputes are 
settled with less expense and delay than by the village elders, and with finality. 
In Bhamo 74 cases were mstituted as against 117 in the previous year and 
in Katha 35 as against 129. The tribute was everywhere collected without uiff- 
culty and to amounts very similar to those of the preceding year, except in Myit- 
kyina where there was an increase of some Rs. 600 due to the return of tribesmen 
who had fled during the troubles in 1915. In Myitkyinathreenew forest reserves 
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were ereated. The output of jade in Myitkyine was 138,942 vise a8 again 
167,548 vias in the fs otal a The work of appointing new headmen and 
issuing appointment orders was proceeded with during the yeat in the Putao: 

Myitkyina Districts. Progress was also mac. with the demarcation of 

boundaries of village-tracts. 1n parts of the Putao Dist ict where land is ple 

the boundary-disputes that elsewhere are a fruitful source of quarrels among # 
Kachins ate entirely absent and in many cases the boundaries are UnktOWn = 
Several bour.dary-disputes were settled during the B ieee In the Potao Datnct ig 
relations with the trans-berder tribes remai satisfactory. In the Laza Spb- = 
division, a trans-border feud threatened to involve trouble, and alarn: was alia FOE ae 
only after the border was patrolled by military police. In Myitkyinatwo Kaching = = 










from the Hukawng valley carried off some propetty belc ging to a headma f fee 

the Laban tract in settlement of an old debt. This was the only raid from across = 

the horder. No Chinese officials or soldiers crossed the frontier into the putso. 
District during the year and the only untoward incident was the carryingoff By = 
some Lisus from Chinese territory of a child from Namdawng village in the 8 = 





Akkyang valley, in satisfaction of a debt. The annual meeting veen the 
Myitkyina Distr ct officials and the Chinese frontier officials took plate at Sima 
and fifteen disputes were discussed. But the meeting was not altogether satis 
factory. The annual meeting of he Bhamo officials was held at Nawagma end 
was successful. On he Bhamo frontier, with the exception of an unfoundéd 
allegation that British Kachins were being encouraged to help their congeners i% 
Chinese territory in resisting attempts to cradicate pcoppy-cukivation, relation€ 
with the Ydnnan authonities were satisfactory. 
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Condition of the People. 


10. In Lower Burma generally the season was a favourable one. In the Geawel, © 
Arakan Division the abandonment of low-lying land in Kyaukpyu cantmmed snd 
throughout the Division conditions were very little, if any, better than im the 
preceding rather lean year. In the other hsee Divisions of Lower Burma, whi 

compnise the important cat ap Districts, agricultural conditions were good 

and the damage caused by s was less than usual. T hout the Lower 

Burma Districts the average yield of rice was 97 per cent. of the normal, The 

average price realized for unhusked rice in the Bassein District, which may be 

taken as typical of the Lower Burma rice-growing Districts, was Re. 11: per 

hundred baskets as compared wi h Rs.97 in 1915-16 and Rs. 93 in 1914-15. So 

it may be said that, in Lower Burma generally crops were good, and prices fevour- 

able. In Upper Burma, in the greater part of which the rasafall is scanty and 
capricious, the season taken as a whole was favourable. in i of sporadic adverse 
conditions in various localities at various imes. In the Magwe ion $ 
middle rains damaged the rice crop in Thayetmyo but ary crops there were prs 
and generally throughout the Division crops were fair. In the mg Division 


wes rice suffered from the extreme lateness of the easly rains and a late rise , 
of the Chindwin damaged crops in the two Chindwin Districts. Bat en 
throughout the Division crops were good and in the Sagaing and Lower Chindwin © 
Districts markedly better than in the two previous years. In the Mesktla Division 
the year was a good one. In the Mandalay Division the year was a fair one. 
the main, throughout Up r Burma harvests were good and prices good. 
extraordinarily high prices prevalent for cotton and beans greatly benefited the 
cultivators in the Districts in Central Burma where these crups are grown. So 
throughout the Province y crope were good and the prices realized were 
ood and the condition of the people was much more than in either of 
the two preceding years. The price of imported articles has risen markedly, 
the extent to which these are consumed by the vast bulk of the people is-not such 
as to affect the standard of livi apperctiiiy: For the second year in succession 
remarkably little loss was caused to cultivators by cattle-disease. The health of 
the people was markedly better than in the previous year and the death-r te was 
lower than the average for the last quinquenmum. 
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Caan L= 82, His Excellency Lord Chelmsford, P.C., G.M.S |, G.C.M.G., GiM.LE., 
Parseat Viceroy and Governor-General of India arrived in Rangoon on December set, 1916, 
Pours, and three weeks in a tour of the Province. Re he 
Gsoseurar. While His Excellency was at Rav::oon there was handed to him a cheque — 
for twenty-six lakhs of rupees, the amount that had then been collected for the © 
Burma War Gift Fund which was started im the Day of Poses + Resolve ed 
Notable Meeting on August 4th, 1916. Subsequent subscnptions tthis Fund upto © 
evanm of the forthe lakhs of rupees. The Province also subscribed undsomely tothe  — 
year. Indian Government War Loan and War Bonds. An enthusiastic ing 
campaign was undertak n to stimulate interest in these and by the exd of 
1917, only a fortnight.after they were thrown open to the public, the total — 
subscriptions of the Province to War Loan and War Bonds amounted to Rs. 28 | 
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But more than mer ly necuniary evidence of the Province's loyalty was 
forthcoming. Ever since the begi ning of tlhe war there had been evinced 
throughout the Provirce an unmistakeable desire that the Burmese, a 

whom, except for a single company of Sappers and Miners, there had been 
no enlistment since the Peyu Light Infantry was disbanded in 1861-62, shoeld 
_be allowed to enlist as soldiers. In response to the militaty aspirations of the 
people, sanction was given during the year for the recruitment of a Burmese 
company of Military Police Subsequently, in November 1916, esnction was 
given for the raising of a Burmese regiment of Pioneer , which shortly later 
was transformed into an infantry regiment with the title of the zoth Burma Rifles, 
Recruiting was stimulated by the departure on active service, in Octoder 1916, 
of the Burmese company of Sappers and Miners. In March 1919 sanction 
was given for the enlistment of a Labour Corp , and a Co:ps 2,000 strung was 
faised and despatched to France. There was a very strong Chin con ra) 
the Labour Corps. At the end of June 1917 a Recruiting Committee was formed to 
control recruiting throughout the Province both for the Labour Corps and for the 


military units, 
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Realization cf the Revenue res ee Bs 
12. Exclusive of the amounts to be credited to cess and irrigation, thé tenend. 


aggregate land revenue demand for the yea 1916-17 was Ra. 3,03'68 lakhs againat pe? 
Rs. 2.9420 lakhs in 1915-16. Of this increase of nine and a hall lakhs of ru . ene 
standings. _— Mth 






about two and three-quarter lakhs of rupees may be ascribed to the introduction 
revised rates. The balance was due to more extensive cultivation under the 
favourable conditions which prevailed throughout the greater past of the Province. 
In Lower Burma generally, the year was a good one and there was less damage by 
floods than usual. In Upper Burma, in spite of the failure of the early rains in 
some Dist icts, the year was, on the whole, a favourable one. In the Arakaa at 
Division, the assessed area in the Akyab District showed an increase of S.5as foo Seeeee: 
acres, which was almost entirely due to stricter assessment of waste landusedas its 
private _srazing grounds, Owing partly to this, partly to the fact that landholders — ogee rd 
refrained from a plying for reduction of the assessment on fallow areastothe 
usual extent, and partly to the revision of the assessmenton anumberof waste = =——sti<‘i‘ts*s 
land grants, the demand increased by Rs. 81,049. There was however ttle 
reai extension of cultivation. In Kyaukpyuthe abandonment of low-lying fooded (ait 
paddy-land continued; there was some extension of cultivation and maremse 


















revenue demand in Sandoway. The agricultural conditions were good | bs nat 
most of the Pegu Divi sion, and comparatively litte damage Was ’ by ods, | 
Cultivation was extended in every District, most marke in Pegu, where the 
assessed area shows an increase of 18,431 acres, In Hantha the elect 


of the extension of cultivation on the revenue demand was counteracted by  .« 
the assessment of a large area in the Twante Township at fallow rates; and the 
demand was less by Rs. 10,086 than that of 1915-16. In all the other Distncts _ 
the demand rose, the total incresse tor the Division being Re. 42,865. Ip the 
Irrawaddy Division, as in Pegu, the rainfall was generally timely and, except 
in Bassein, the planted crops suffered less than usual) from floods. There was 

a considerable extension of cultivation, particularly in the M and 
Pyap6n Districts, whe e the eis stell room fur expansion towards the sea. lame) 
revenue demand from these two Districts increased by Rs. 30,7.5 and Rs. 20,968, 
respectively. In Ma-ubin favourable conditions in the carly part of the season 
resatted in considerable areas which are usually flooded bei | 
cultivation; and although some camage was “one by late in Cctsbcr and 
November, the demand shows a rise of Rs. 22,21 n Hengada there was some 
extension of cultivation, but a rise of Rs, 1°74 lakhs in the land revenme demand is. 
ascribed for the most part to the introduction of revised rates followng settlement 

in a large part of the District. Revised rates were introdaced in a portion of 

the Bassein District also; and a further result of the recent apttlement oper- 
ations was revision of survey and recomputation of areas on a large scale, by 
which 28,599 acres were added to the assessed area. The demand mcreased by 

Rs, 30,210. The demand for the whole Division was Rs. 9420 lakhs against 

Rs. 91°44 lakhs in 191 . The total demand for the Tenasserim Division shows 

an increase of Rs. 77,861 over that of the previous year, a considerable proportion 

of which was due to the introduction of revised rates in part of the Toungro 
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District. In all the Districts, however, there was s- .¢ extension of cultivation, 
and Toungoo, Thatdn ‘and Amherst enjoyed unusual freedom from foods. io 
Amherst and Tavoy an increase of the fallow area assessed at the two-anns rate 







counteracted the effect of extensions on the revenue demand. In the Magwe 


eon in the Thayetmyo District the early rains were msufficient, and mt 
addylahd was warned Ya crops ca ine other hand did well, and the culti 
tion of cotton was stimulated by good prices obtained in the pity gale & -- in 
Minbu, Pakékku, and Magwe the agricultural conditions were fair, and District. 


showed an assessed area and a demand considerably larger than inagts-t6. The — stip 
bulk, but not the whole, of an increase of Rs. 71,803 m the demand was 


due to the transfer of the Sale Township from Myingyan at t tn 2 the | 
year. The total demand for the Division was highes >y just over a lakh of rupees - 
than that of the previousyear. In the Mandalay Division, in the Mandalay District 

the season was fair, in spite of some damage by flood ; and a considerable increase » 
in the area under white beans, owing tothe prospect of a strong European demand, 


resulted in an increase of Rs. 36,247 in the land revenue demand. In the other 


Districts of the Division there was some failure of the early r ns, and the revenue 
was less than in the previous year, except in Bhamo, which showed a nse of a few 
thousands of rupees. Inthe Sagaing Division, in the Shwebo District the supply of 
irrigation water was late, and there was also deficiency of rainfall in the and 
Kanbalu Subdivisions. The revenue demand was in consequence less by Rs. 16,654 

thaninthe previous year. In the Chindwin Districts and in of 


‘considerable damage was done by late fioous from the Chindwin ; but in the grester _ 


part of Sagaing and in the Lower Chindwin District the conditions were on the whole — 
distinctly better than those of the preceding two years. The revenue demand mn 
these two Districts was higher than in 1915-16 by Rs. 43.919 and Rs. go 
espectively, but rather more than half the apparent inc.easc ir. Sagaing qas ¢ 
change in the date for assessment of A/ayin, through which no assessment 

made withir the year 1985-16. Asin Mandalay, the cultivation uf white 

was Considerably extended. The rainfall was on the whole good in the 
tiia Division and there was comparative freedom {rom floods. In each al 
foar Districts, if allowance be made for the transfer of the Sale Townshrp from 
|lyingyan to Magwe, the assessed area was considerably larger than in 1905-06, 
vhich was a poor year everywhere except in Kyauksé, During the yeas of 
report a further readjustment in Kyauksé of the portion of corsolidated rates 
credited to the head of irrigaticn resulted in a small decrease in the land revenue 
demand, in spite ot the Extéiision of assessed area, but the increase in the demand 
in the other three Districts eas sufficient to raise the total demand for the Divason 
by two and a half lakhs of rupees. fn the cuse of Myingyan the combined cffect 
on the demand of the favourable season and the introduction of revised settlement 
rates more than counterbalanced the loss of the Sale Township. | 

_ The total amount of current land revenue remitted was Ks. 2'17 lakhs, against 
Rs. § lakhs in 1915-26 and Rs. 7°85 lakhs in t914-85. The eotal amount remit: 
ted on account of the destruction of crops by foods was Rs. 1'41 lakhs or aboat 
two lakhs of rupees less than in 1915-16. Rupees 41,966 were remitted for this 
reason in Bassein, Rs. 39.00 in Ma-ubit,, Rs, 20,994 in Yaméthin, Rs. 12,669 in 
Hanthawaddy, aud Ks.9,305 in Toungoo. tn the case of Maeubin and Mambe- 
waddy these figures were much below those reported for several years; and the 
absence of heavy remissions in [nsein was also noteworthy. The amount of revenoe 
remitted as irrecoverable in Lower Burma, Rs. 39.794, was little more than half 
that cetummed for 1915-16. Erroneous assessment accounted for a tetal of 








’ Rs. 14,397, we $. 19,097 in \he previous year. 


llections of current land revenue, owing to the increased demand 
and the comparatively small amount remitted, was larger by twelve lakhs of rupees 
than in the previous year. Rupees ig ag were outstanding at the end of the yeer, 
a larger sum than has been recorded for a number of yeats. This is possibly 
explained by the fact that towards the end of the year Township Officers were 
generally devoting their energies to urging the claims of the war loan, and that 


« ss) Fan 
p be Nees. = 
Van 
, . : 
’ 











. 2 10 ; th» 

ij li | : * 

J we si i” > 
* pawn, our cer F 

a "7 mm if 

™~ a0) Re ™ : 7 Wy 

= aS: 3 liga 
- e dee _ 
. . _ . ’ OAR a 
. = - ae 
ye 
hes ] 


consequently less attention than usual wus given to the cleating up of revenue 
arrears. ‘Thanks to the good harvest, the Fevenue was in ‘most Districts paid aseeow 
without difficiffty. The Districts of the Arakan Division, which did net share the meetau 
favourable agricultural conditions enjoyed by the rest of t ince, wee 
exceptions. In €yaukpyu in particular there was distress owing to the des 

of crops by floods, storms, and rats, an epidemic of simall-pox, and caitle-dise 
in addition to the difficulties arising from war conditions, The amount ovtstand 
at the end of the year in this District was Rs. 20,276, a lange proportion of te = 
Provincial total. Difficulty in collection was also experienced in Pegu, where = 
Rs. 13,958 were outstanding. The sums ovisianding in Upper Burmz were ~~ 
generally revenue on 4aing cultivation, which falls due in April. C, Se aes 
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_ 13. The amount of revenue for the realization of which application was madedor Reveme = 


the issue pf process was Rs. 11°89 lakhs or Rs, 2°88 lakhs less than inthe previous Peceedings ‘ 
year, although stiil considerably more than the usual amount it tnd corse ig 
ing the war. The amount realized was Rs. 961 lakhs or $0 . . 
84'4 per cent.in 1915-16. Movable property was sold in 81 







313 cases, a 


- 





in the previous year; but the number of processes of every Other kind was consi: : 
derably smaller. Warrants of arrest were fewer by 96 per cent. and numbered a Sea 
8,070, while the number of persons arrested decreased from 8,372 to 1,094, and the - SS aee 
number of persons committed to jail from 102 to 53. Warrants ofattachment of — ba: 
movable property decreased from 5,828 to 4,407. Wartants of attachment of —— ere t) 
immovable proper:y fell from 15,315 to 10,702 and sales from 2.759 to 308. a 
The Bassein District, with 1,442, had the largest number of arrests, Kyaukpyu ae 
came second with 878, a number large in proportion to the demand. 5 ae ie 
Surv eys. Lyn . Me ii 

14. During the year of report topographical survey operations were continued Surmysby = 

by Parties Ne anand 11 of the Sorey of India in the M yitkyina Mandalay, impo they i 
yaukst and Putao Districts of Upper Burma, inthe Northen Shan States; andin “"" - — AS 


the Mergui District of Lower Burma, An area of 6,089 square miles was surveyed 


— on the half-inch, partly on the one-inch, and partly on the two-inch scale 

riangulation was also carzied out in the Myitkyina and Putao Districts of Upper = tS 

Burma and in the south of the Mergui District of Lower Burma, witha view to ae 

detail survey being extended to these Districts next season. Tidal yer e US 

were continued by No. 15 ey Party at Rangoon and Moulmein. The-tidal eee 
t 


observatories were inspected and the tide-gauges were cleaned, adjusted and left in a 
d working order. The Magnetic Observatory at Toungoo was visited by i 

o. 88 Survey Party for the purpose of taking magnetic observations for the oe 
comparison of instruments. | Wack, 


1§. During the year a Special Survey Staff continued to be employed for the ee es 
demarcation and ates of rolean Gen the Tenasserim Division. gether Provindal” a 
11 areas were surveyed, of which 7 were situated in Tavoy and 4 m ogi per = Sle elie 
The total length of the traverses run was 148 miles; but of this only 44) revision sure 
represents the actual length of boundary surveyed, the remainder being the amount “!* — 
of traverse lines necessary to fix geographically the situation of the areas leased. j 
The total cost was Rs. 18,487. Inthe Thatén Digtrict.e special surveyor was 
appointed for the demarcation of certain areas on the Dawnarange over which pros- 
pecting licenses for wolfram had been granted. The tract in which the range is 
situated is at present unsurveyed. Owing to boundary disputes due to the absence 
of prcees maps, and also to passive obstruction on the part of the concessionaires, 
only one area just under a square mile in extent was finally demarcated at a cost of 
Rs. 316. In addition, the survey of one leased area measuring 2°60 square miles 
was completed at a cost of Rs. 508, but the accuracy of the survey Bm of 
eographical connection remains to be assured. All revision surveys which cannot 
be undertaken in the normal course by the regular District staff are now as far as 
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Crar. iL<> possible cared out by the Special Survey Pasty:” This system is both more 
restos ey Cconomical and more efficient the old system of carrying out such surveys 
tas Lasp, ‘by casual tem staff engaged by the local supe intendents=> The Special 
. ey Party, which is able to offer continuous employment, attracts a more highly 
“qualified class of surveyors, and, working ‘ider expert supervision, its output of 
work is greater and is of a better quality. A proportion of the have 
now been trained to undertake both cadastral and traverse work. ihis is 
_ important, since the work of the party during the next few years will comprise, in 
addition to ordinary cadastral revision work, a large amount of traverse work in 
_ Comnection with the subdivision of unwieldy Awies and a good deal of topographical 
‘sufvey of areas set apart for colenization schemes. The mapping and otber 
connected work relating to various revision surveys executed last year m the — 
- Bassein, Myaungmya, and Pyapén Districts was completed at Insein during the | 
fecess. During the field season the Special Survey Party carried out traverse — 
_ Operations in 61 éans spread over an area of 1,297 square miles in the Prome 
awaddy, and Henzada Districts, partly in connection with the subdiviwon ef 





unwieldy éains into smaller units, and partly in comnection with revision 2 
~ which will be taken up next year. The necessary geographical connection was 


- assured by verifactory zzimuths taken to prove the work ath the old work already 
(3 silently connected by the Survey of India Department. The party also ~ 


acres of occupied area and in Henzada of 44 4a: with an area of 9,700 acres. 
_ The total expenditure was Rs. 64,007, the traverse operations costing Rs. 48,897 
or Rs. 37-18-0 per square inile and the cadastral Rs. 1§,130 or 3 annas and 7 pies 
per occupied acre,—low figures compared with previous F spe A to 
_ phical survey, on a scale of 4 inches to the mile, of an area of 49 we in 
_ the Namyin Valley of the Myitkyina District, in which a scheme of colonization 
0 Co-operative lines is to be introduced, was successfully carried out by a small 
_ special staff under surveyors supplied from the Special Survey Party. The 
 murvey was geographically connected with Survey of India trigonometrical | 
- stations. The cost was Rs. 5,475 or nearly Rs. 112 per square mile. 


completed the cadastral revision survey in Ma-ubin of ‘] kwins comprising 37,546 








Town and _ 16. No special demarcation and survey of Town Lands was undertaken 

wore d ang uring the year. In Yamethin, a resurvey of the town of Pyawbwa was disposed 
of Of by the local staff, but as the original survey of this town, which was madein 

area® 3905-06, had been condemned as faulty, it is doubtful whether this resurvey can 

be accepted. In Rangoos Town the regular staff resurveyed 5,936 acres on the 

_ 100’ scale to bring the survey -up to Gite There was no survey of 6shares 

during the ycar. During the year the apg petias or grants was practically — 

confined to the Amherst, Tavoy and Mergui Districts of the Tenasseica Division. 
In Amherst, 122 out of 126 applications received were disposed of, and of these __ 
108 related to the survey of salt pettas i omy we area of 1,103 acres: The 
remainder were for the cultivation of rubber and the citronella plant. In Tavoy, 
out of §2 applications for the cultivation of rubber and miscellancous 3, 


4) covering an area of 408 acres were disposed of. In Mergui, 304 ; ons, 
covering an area of 4,096 acres, had to be disposed of. Of this Rooms ba 230 cass 
covering an area of 2,886 acres were Wh a view to prevent the 
delays m disposa) hitherto so rife in this District, and to secure ite check 
in future, the appointment of a special potte lospector has been sanctioned for 
&@ period of six months each year. In all cases the establishments were paid on 
‘the cantract or piece-work system. : | | 
















Settlements. 


P a 17. Five settlement wee: } were on settlement o tons on the 18t 
Settlements July 1916; Nos. a and 4 Parties, which completed the are of work 
‘allotted to them, were dshanded on the :5th November 1916. No. 1 Pasty had 
been contmuously in existence practically since 1859, when was constituted as 
the first onginal settlement party under Mr. J. E. Badges. No. 4 Party had been 


in existence since 1890. With the sanction of the Local. x reer ot, Spe cial: he User 


arrangements were mace, by which employment was found for the ir 
two parties who possessed records, partly by absorption m 
settlement parties, and partly by appointment to the L...d Record: 
Districts. us at the close of ‘the agricultural year ending o on the 30 
there were july three settlement parties working in Burma. 
During the year of report settlement operations were Carri 
Districts and covered a gross area of 11 ,417 square miles with an. 
3,759,000 acres. In four cf these Districts, ‘Sandoway, Kyauky 
Akyab, the field work had been | completed before the ing 
the work of the settlement parties in these Districts, covering a g DSS area Au 
settlement of 4,788 square miles and an occupied area of 1,37 Roce ea: was, 
during the year of report, confined to the compilation of statistics and the — 
completion of the reports. The reclassification of the area irrigates A by the, hwebo. : 
Canal in the Shweho District was undertaken by a section of the dis ded No. . ne 
.Party, and.this work also was completed during the year. Thete tal, area reclassi-’ t> peiaeane 
fied consisted of 522 squ re ‘miles with 207,000 occupied acres. ef I, gt 
In the remaining three Districts in w ‘ich settlement operations were ‘carted 
on during the year, Magwe, Sagaing, and Myaungmya, soil-classification and 
connected operations were completed over a gross area of 0968 square miles rae 
comprising an occupied area of 916,000 acres, Sl eats 
In addition to the above regular operations, the summary settlement of the pee eta 
disforested Kadonbaw Reserve in the Hanthawaddy Distri was vated out by 
_ the colonization office: with a small staff. The total area dealt @jth was about ) Sie 
square miles with a cultivable area of 18,000 acres of which about 14,500 were vy es 
the time of settlement nats worked by senangy eb societies or = iit 
on co- wis ee ke lines. ? a ese “3 


18, During the tis 
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ear of Repart new settlements were ctemed for portwuns of Panecint 

nine Districts, the pea a three of the Districts (Sandoway, Kyaukpyu and Prome) sesulie of 
in which the settlement operations had been completed i in the course of the year. el 
In the Myingyan District, mcluding the Sale Township, which wastransferred from 
Myingyan to puare- with effect from the ist July 1916, a new settlement afiect- 
ing an area of 3,0 e miles with an occupied area of 1,193,932 acres, wast 
sanctioned, wh e total revenue demand will rise by 9°71 per ee from 
Rs 6:96 lakhs to Rs. 763lakhs. By the new settlement of the Kawa T : 
of the Pegu District. affecting a total area of 306 square ma e : 
area of 1 1 acres, the land revenue demand wi!! vise by 38 
Rs. 4° "27 lakhs toRs. 4°77 lakhs. New rates sanctioned for t 
Townships of the same District, with a total aréa of 799 squar 

occupied area of 295,887 acres, will cause the land revente to rae ap) per cent 
from Rs. 7°67 lakhs to Rs. 8'98 lakha. The resettlement of ae 
the Insein District, which has a total area of 9:6 square be 
of 119,781 acres, will increase the reveoue demand cate hs from Rs. ofc 
lakhs to Rs, 3:05 lakhs. By the resettlement of tae District, witel 
has a total area of 1,285 square miles and an occupied area of acics, the 
land revenue demand ie bs iA gadomss ey to Re 42s . 
lakhs. New we singed or the se nid ence 
which bas a total area of 1,375 square miles sa orcaaioditie ° 
will cause an mcrease of land revenue demand of 27 60 per eant., spear oe 
lakhs toRs. 9°48 lakhs. Inthe Sandoway District, the 
of a totul area of 275 square miles with an occupied area of 64, 2 hie pee 
an increase of land revenue of 14'90 per cent., from Rs. 1:04 lakhs to Rs. 2°19 
lakhs. In Kyaukpyu, new rates applied, also at the first regulac settlement, to the 
total area of 3 square miles with an occupied area of 901,794 actes, will 
an increase in the land revenue demand of 15°41 per from Rs. 3°86 
Rs. 330 lakhs. The resettlement of the Prome District, which has a total area of 
1,720 square miles and an ied area of 368,318 acrea, will cause the and 
revenue demand to increase by 8'62 per cent., from R$. 5°72 lakha to Ra.6°92 lakhs. 
In the Shwebo District, reclassification was effected of the area srigated by the 
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Cant Sbwebo Cara), which amoants to 207,000 acres. The result of reclassification and 
eno) wo revion of rates will be an increase ole °) Pane the paseeay aaenanea 


ema tase. Rs. S97 lakhs. The total result of the new. 


Rs. 3,41°88 lakhs, the increase bemg — t 
ments an ton to a better season m ae re 


: | sey copies of the 64-inch maps. The total me 


_ was due to the transfer of the Sale Township to Magire. was aleo a | 


ef 












enhaacement of demand amou toover Rs. 6} lakhs, an ees, s" 
ceut. Owing, however, tothe a sepk-sies us intermediate rates, and to the 
in certain portions of the Peg , Insein and Tharrawaddy Distrets the new rates do 


not come m force till July 1918 the immediate enhancement will be considerably 








less Thee e during the year of report of all the Settlement Parties at 
work bon ear was Rs. 3°06 For the settlements actually completed 
during the e settlement operations cost Rs. 98 per square mile of roe 
area, and a set five annas ner Side > area, 

i J. 


19. During the year the area under sup € 
miles. A decrease of 115 square miles in 





ntar survey fell by 4 Square 
of due ‘a the p Be ptr 





* excl sion of forest reserves which had hitherto been included in the area nominally 









under supplementary survey. In the Lower Chindwin the area fell by S97 squa 
miles owing to the introduction of lump sum assessment in 326 dwias, 
increase of 310 square mi‘es in Magwe and a corresponcing decrease in My 


iBall 


decrease of 258 square m#les in Myingyan owing to the introduction of | 
assessments. Land revenue and teins J & t ral are ss rose by Rs. 1o'3ga 4 


introduction of new 
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over two lakhs of rupees in Meiktila and 0 over a ial kh o 


from the list last year, while ith Teel a deci 

the recomput tion of areas. In other Districts the arated due te meapeinien 
of areas were small and unimportant. Town land rolls have not 

for Kyauksé and Yameét in, but will be taken m han 


towns rose by Rs 69,000 to nearly twelve and * 


_An increase in Rangoon | ‘own of Rs. §7,352 was cu tue ¢ oe | 


number of homestead plots of over carter of 
four blocks in the old Cantonment area, to | 

detection of encroachments. The increases in ote towns were cue te 
ment of rents on the renewal of leases, and to the msue of new leases. 



















20. The total cost of survey was Rs. 2¢'57 lakhs, an iecrease of 
Rs. 7,638 B overthe your beleta Sapen : , and inspection eost Rs. 6,249 
more and the subordinate field staff 6,040 more, bet much of the latter increase 
it due to tai coming on to the supplementary eusvey staff on the 
ire of ad pio tiragy@- n ; 

c watched ontcotigendal 
cost of the District Land Reverde stall was 4°31 


a decline of +38 per cent. for the year; this was inly to the better ia 
tipper Burma ‘ware the percrtagn of com to rosa Meats the Lower 


fell by 465 and 2°68 respectively. The peraztage of cost to revemme 
i Mytamenyee rebrths tenes & the Province. 


Pet Thee ae 
sap sobstakije ft s tloe of Rs 10 
those to deserving 


ie 2, The 
gost of Rs. 1§0 











Scheels cantmmen at 186. be 
ee! eee During the 


spr tenable for pag Rea 
scholars ad oan these stipends was Rs. 15,5 The 
is year a sectuedie Rs. 97, 19 Sx dailiet ay lama! 
net gm Sag eri and this works out to a 
pes popd for his techincal as agaat Rs. 90 ten 
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years ago. The tesults cbteined at the S a8 ) SRR 
went on the 2 sib ag ear; they a Sgr Revenue an fa tor Avs te a i caren oe 
very poor again for ing. in Revenue the percentage Wal OO, as TEsiaem 
against 80 in the previous year, and 68 the average of the five: years =i a aera eae 
in Arithmetic Se per cent. were euccessful, as 2gainsi 4! per ce t. for the eviC ho ah : 
year, and 66 per cent. the average of five years; while m Surveying i ee 
cent. repens, ms eNom 48 er coms 1 6 Se E. 
¢ cent., the 5 ti ah of the past five years. The ‘ 
pact ase Moulmein, Ménywa, Mandalay and Katha; © 

one candidate and nd Kyaukpyu, Bassein, Henzada, Meiktils 
Pa very few indeed. At nt the whole course of matr 
schools is ¢ consideration. Two hundred and seventy-seven a 
under wing the year, 45 Flas than the year before. One t 
thirty-one nd or the test examination, and certificates o 
issued to $00 who passed the test, and also to several men who. ed a 
revenue-surveyors. Twenty-six were removed from the list rhe mal te r ss Or 
other rgasons. he standard of the examination varies with the Si t 
of Land Records, but is generally satisfactory, and the standard! 
is —_ steadily raised. Many of the apprentices who find it ¢ 
themselves, work as chainmen to revepie onan, ( 
were appointed permanently and 193 temporarily to ane, ee: 
long apprenticeship without pay, a od of further long pexiods i te 
good Dimers to attract capable men and thes is a oat Z 
numbess i 
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32. The Svea weak de to which statistic ng 
laud were collected was 17,394,4 § acres of occupied Ager in th 
as compared with 17,373,840 acres in the previous yeas he ar 
the statistica were collected showed a considerable ¢ decrease in the a 
Magwe Districts, taken together, and in the ‘Lower Chiadvin ” 
to the exclusion of the areas which have been | ced under fixed a 
and for which statistics are no longer spcorded. The area sold me : 
548,218 acres, was greater hy 887,815 acres chin 3 . 191 5°16. 
mortgaged duting the year, 570,905 acres, was less by S6.¢f 
redeemed, 320,265 acres, was greater by 89,549 acres than in the pear. 
The total area under mortgage without possession, however, rose by 230,36 8 2 res 
to 2,348,828 acres. The area transferred by sale was 3° per cent - _ note ; 
coveted b the statistics as agaimst 2°§ per cent. in the previous 2 ; 

sia ing the year was 33 percent ot the whole as : air mS 
Igises sre the sree revegnee's was J of land under cent. of thes ME 23: 
Cent. in the ge a8 the 
































Figures | for ghee Burres tale 4 that the area % | wa ran 
urma 5° per cent, Earcal bly posimes ney me, t ¢°2 per ceat. in 198 5-66 
ries the area sold amounted to only ° B per cent. ‘of the 7. oe 
The area mortgaged during the year in Lower was 6 er cent. of the whole 


area, aS against 7 per cent.in the perious at and the 
without ceabidsien 3 the end of the year was 24°4 per cent. a 
cent. in the previoys year. The as value of {the Leese ad 
more, and of the land mortgaged during the year Ra 34 
1915-36. The average acre value of the iand sold was Rs. 
xe. 63 in ip 19ts-16, while the mustgage-value remained the same. 

area sold, g2 per ceot. and of i area mortgaged weboat 
per cent., were in _ Berma Pegu, with 14.393 acres, showed 
Fe oa rer ssa: bee seven other Districts hed tooweeneil oper 
and all Lower Burma Districts except tr re 0 
few Districts show an mcrease in mortgaged areas, 
acres, having an increase of more than $,000 acres, weeuE senile d ease 
of 22,441 acres in Tharrawaddy and 19,464 acres m Akyab. the 
area of land redeemed was exceptionally bigb (30,4g0 acres) in Pyapda, but 
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8 oe REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION C) BURMA, casxeeth, 
peroases of over 5,000 acres were also. recorded ir Pegu, Myaungmya, Therre- 
waddy, Akyab, Hanthawaddy, Bassein, and Ma-ubin. Of the Dsstricts in which 
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for growing white beans. in K 
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sof over 20,000 acres were recorded. five Districts show an mareate in the 


average atre-value, the most marked isrease over the previous year being in 
Ambetst from Rs. 51 to Rs. 71 an acre: seven Districts on the other hand report 
smaller acre-values for land sold, the most notable being a fall in T 


from Rs. 71 to Rs. 46 and in Insein from Rs.gt to Rs. 77. The variation from 
the previous year in mortgage values in the Districts in which over 20,000 actes 
were | a > year was small and showed no real or down- 
wasd "iealon ‘In Upper Burma only tour Districts, lay, Yaméthmn, 
Shwebo, and Kyauksé, report sales of over 5,000 acres, and only Yaméthin had an 
area of over 10,000 acres under mortgage without possession att e end of the year, 
The most ing feature of the xeturns in Lower Burma ist e t mcrease 
in the area of land sold. Though the paddy crop and the prices obtained by the 
cultivators were onthe whole better than in 1915-16, the reports indicate thst 


_everywhere, except possibly in Amherst and Pyap6n, money was harder to obtain 


this year. Mortgagees were continually pressing for the return of their money and 
to satisfy their demands land f:ad to be remortgaged or sold outright—in fact in 
Tharrawaddy it is said that redemption was a mere incident in the sale. Many of 
the sales recorded arein reality foreclosures on mortgages which mortgagors could 
not repay. In Akyab cultivators had either to sel their land outright to obtain 
funds o: ges os mortgages as sales, while in Hanthawaddy speculators had to 
surrender land for money formerly advanced on promissozy notes which they could 
not repay. That the average acre value has declined so little ts due to the fact 
that good land is still sought after as an nv-stment by wealthy people, in spite of the 
increased unwillingness of the professional money-lender to iciid on land security. 
Where, as in part of os age a succession of bad seasons has prevented 
recuperation by the cultivators, the fall in prices has been marked, anc only land 
under established cultivation and with an unassailable title has been accepted in 
mortgage. On ape land there is generally a considerable margin in favour 
of the mortgagee, and had any great proportion of the sales been forced a fall in 
prices such as took place in Insein and ‘i harrawaddy might have been expected in 
all Districts. The increased populate and the demand for land in Tavoy Town 





has naturally resulted in a rise of values in Tavoy. Against the general vicw as 
to the tightness of money and the demand for better security, it was reported from 
Pyapén that the increase in the redecmed area was due to land being redeemed to 
be pledged again at lower rates of interest, and from Amherst that the financial 
situation was easier this year. I Upper burma am inciease in; sales in Mandalay 
was due, partly to land being sold to pay debts, and partly to speculation in land 
1 beans auksé a decrease in sales and an weresse in 
redemptions were due to the good season which put the cultivator in a more satis- 
a sition, Generally, owing to the comparatively good harvest, the varia- 
tions last year were small, and there was no important rise or fall in values, 
apart from variations due to sales of valuable urban land, } 










Waste lands. 


23. The area of lsod granted or leased for __Itivation rose from 5,840 acres in 
1915-16 to 7,406 acres in the year of report, the increase being mamly due to more 
extensive issue of grants for rubber cultivation. In all 37 grants were iseued, 
covering a total area of 4,240 acres. The only considerable areas — if 
pee i ha acres in Thatdn, 701, 535, and acres in Mergui, and 
47© acres in Insem. If the total area of these five grants be excluded, the average 
size of the remaiming grants issued was only 33 acres. In Mergui, 1 16 applications 
for grants were received during the year, covering a total area of 6,042 acres oF an’ 


average of 52 acres. Grants or Icases for ordinary paddy-cultivation continued to 
be issued only in special circumstances rendering the p/m of title desirable. 
An area of 133 acres of disforested land in Thasrawaddy was granted to a retired 
Burman police-officer for thecultivation of staples to be approved by the Director of 










M617.) | aevanun. AND RENT-PAVING CLASS RB 


Agriculture, or r of p re seed of improved varieties obtainable from tt 
Farm at Hmawbi. In the Amherst District, 197 aci.» were lensed fe ‘lex 
cultivation, and in Ma-ubin 44 acres. for the cultivation of. £54 raf ey 
dichotoma), a species of rush used for the manufacture of mats. ” Most o 
remaining grants or leases were for miscellaneous | 
continued to be issued on the special lease area of Hantbawaddy and Tain at 
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decreased b i acres to 114 acres. In Mandalay 3°to acres we 
Hindu temple. The total area granted free of revenue for public: 
acres ee 39 in 1915-16. The'largest 2rea granted was one a 
a tank m Magwe. An areaof 1-40 acres was granted for a mit al ofce at 
Pyinmana; 1°52 acres were granted for an Anglo-Vernacular Buddhist school at 
~~ Minhla in the Tharrawaddy District, and a smaller area in connection wrth 
Roman Catholic Mission school at Toungoo. The remainder of the tote 
made up of areas of a few acres in each case, granted for 1 grounds, 
smaller areas for the construction of public rest-houses or wells. ’ 
as against 384 in the previous year, were granted or leased as an appanag: 
office of headman (thugy/sa land). An area of 32 acres was leased in Pegg to 
one headman whose commission is inadequate. The other allotments were small. 
The addition to the total value of assignments of land revenue was Rs. 691, whic 
is less by Rs. it than the corresponding amount in the previpus year. | 
were no specially large assignments. The figures correspond | 
areas newly granted as ‘Augyfsa land in Upper B rma, and d free o 
for religious and public purposes. An area of 6°46 acres in the Ie 
was exempted frum assessme t to land revenue as the curtilage 


24. The area granted free of revenue for the erection ‘of religious 
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_ frequented pagoda near Rangoon. A number of smaller areas w | iy ‘ = a 
exempted from revenue, without being granted, in Toungoo, Pyap¢ 8 : Re = tea 
waddy. The total value of the assignments of land Pre a : o hp ieee 
year was Rs. §8,340 as against Rs. 57,049 at the end of aise Rem ee 7 

as ee 
uh alin He: #0 
25. The character of the land tenures in. Burma ii is explamed 


ei seg. of the Reser? om the Administration of Burma for 
Apart from Government lands of the kind therein described, | 

ment estates in the s scial sense of particular cultivated areas 
ernment after the fashion of a peeate landlord. There are no wards’ | 
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: Revenue and Rent-paying Classes. . eae ae 

26, Of the total occupied area for which statisties are recorded, 1. 2; 
ry were mel by — and 2, Sanadct are 

e area agriculturists shows a decrease of 141,987 acres a8 ¢ 

sap with the previous year. The area held by residen‘ byte, nape 

Y 35,989 acres to 834,74 acres and the area by + i a . 

comnelal sd 137,653 acres to 1,864,8¢9 acres. The percentage of the area 

im i 


oc iculturists was 8 r cent. 28 against 8 85-16 
in peice, n Lower Barha’ \eckaling, ‘Thetanpe, Gledelen 


7,281,499 acres, or 77 per cent., and non-agricultunists 2,1 acres, OF 33 By 
mas pecseratey mone barman, ts ie rer Burma oe 
a smaller percen ists than in the previous ; 
Pree im car dll ad 43 per cent of the whole occuped area in Hant 
$4 pe in Pyapén, 32 per cent. in Insexn, 31 per ceat. in Ma-ubin, 28 
oungoo, and 27 per cent. in Pegu. The increase in the areas keld 
residerit non-agricelturists in Lower Burma is st ne leas than than 18 out of 19 
Districts reporting increases of over 8,000 acres in the areas so beld, while onl 
two Districts report similar increases in the areas held by resident ane-tgricel 
turists. In Upper Burma excluding Thayetmyo agriculturists oceupied 7,324,213 
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[REPORT ON THE ADIINISTRATION OF BURMA. 


Kaub ile sees or 99°8 cent. and non-agriculturists acres or 9°8 per 
ovee PRumty ‘ofthe area held by voragrarate “ag ote 10 per Cent. 
ea Mart, | andalay, and the Upper Lower Chindwin Districts. 
a. The area let at full rents rose by 197,604acres to 4.351.219 ikyab, 
| “Ineeint Pegu and Masubin showing ncreases of over 20,000 acres: of 
4 259,991 acres or 97 per cent. were in Lower Burma. If allthe land oma “ 
- motragnoulturisis in ! ower Burma was let, 1;126,60g acres mast have bees lat by 
| owners classed as ulturists. The marked excess ot the gh let at full rents 


_ aver the areas held by non-agriculturists in. 
‘Henzada and Mya aung pmya, as compared with: shure Bonae biawtow 




















indicates 
ist a large body of owners who cultivate part and let pert of ther 
d. The area let at full rents has reached more that half of the whole cocupied 







é a ' sa in Hanthawaddy, nearly half in , and well over a third i . A 
+ 4 harrawaddy, B: n, Myaungmya, asubin and Pyapdn 
ee rent os 4 ell rose by Rs. 43 lakhs to Rs. 431 lakhs, the total sca Agel in 
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Burma respectively being in the same & ihe), Pe 
The nee oll was largest in aaa a Pokndeanal (Rs. o wr Pepe ( (Ra. §0 Cs) ta ! 





_ Myaungmya (Rs. 47 lakhs), and (Rs. 44 lakbs). A fair seasonin 1 15-06, 
anid the anticipation of good a de t the racovery ‘of ee rice market, pa 
rents in Lower Burma either remaining ata See oh or being slightly enhanced. 
Ont of thirteen Lower Burma Districts in which the total amount of rent paid was 
_ over Rs. 10 lakhs, the average acre-rent rose in five Districts, remained sta 
in seven, and fell in one, average rent in money valoe rose from Rs. 19°g 
an atre in 1915-86 to Rs. 12’9 an acre, but this is due eonle to the higher 
at py rents Dre a ike kind were ey uted. rare the 





























in Thar vawadd , Pegu and Bassi 
| ee of iy Po who | were a short time ago independent ¢ 7 
which they hie pecdive No privil treatment in the matter of rent. From 
Bassein it reported mcraasing each year in 
comsaqunce “of the landlord's patie: In Myaungmya tenants continuously 
whale ung the tral esa rally owes wong dey castes x 
pnerfs, are realiv | worki wreen 
05) of. the -prodece io the’ leodiard. ne 
i sf hata a 
of reasonable rents i Eve ray wd et tc ands T 
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Rererencts— 


described in paragraphs 103to 106 of 
Serms for the year 1gtte12. 
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Repon ca the Police Adenintaration of Berma {er the year 1916 : 

Report en the Rangoce Town Police fur the year 1916. ate 

Resotetian on the inve «. Vict Lavicenice vibes ia * 

Returns showing the mecsures adopted fer the eatermination of Wid Animmls sos Pane Sten 
dn Burma for the year 1986. 

Reports en the Administration of Criminal Jamice in Borum (or the yaar 1916. 

Repert on the Praco Adm istration of Burma fur the yéar 1916. 

Reports on the Adminbtration of Civi Justice in Bermsa for the year 1986. 

Report on the Wothing of the Registration Depertesent in Burman fai the thee youre (914 06 0gt6. 

Report on the Working of the indian Cowpanks Act in Barma fot the yase tgit-t7. 

Report en the Wotking of the Rangoon Municipality fer the year ror17. 

Rewchetion reviewlog the Refurts on the Working of Municipal Comathties tp Girne (asrhgt Rimdocd) 
daring the yeer 198617. 

Adsinistration Report of the Public Works Onercumm, Barns, Safiinp aed Reals Geen, 
for the year 19:617, 

Adgisharsiion Report of the Comaiaiarars fer the Port of Gangume fae the year 19e6-17. 

Anwenl Sistemem of the Sea-borme Trade sod Nevigatin of Barma @bh eae Coin 
Indian Ports for the oficial year 1986-07, Part [11, Shipping. 

Report on the Maritime Trade and Customs Admisimyatie of Barus for the oficial yaar sehen. ° 

Ansual Stateweat of the Sen-burne Trade snd Nevigetion of Gsthb Kextia wie oan apie 
and Foreign Countsia, Veleme Il. 

Anmeal Statement of Caming Trade and Navigation of Brieih Indian 

Statintical Abstract for Erkich India, Votemen I, 38 aad IV. ‘ 
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_ Legislative Authority. 
The history and constitution of the L tive 
tory ution Snipe 
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Court of Legation 


Ferries Act, 1898, so as expressly prohibit isolated 








hire without due authority within the limits of a poblc 
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Setatod : caine The Act iil aeews eee a 10, eet ee 
the sup. i ntendence of oe within the Port of Rangooo in the Commis a 
- sioners for the Port. | ee 
The Burma Water vou Act (No. | of 1917) is a measure enacted to si 
prohibit the possession uatic plant called the water hyacinth and to 
i ry owner or occupier of land under r penalty to ven the Pe kot 
and oy the 








The Act empowers t the Township Officers and Government 
higher rank to authorize persons to enter on any land and to destroy 
found therein, if the owner or occupier of the land cannot be 36 found, or 
neglects to destroy the plant. It declares the | re of the t in 
Province a public nuisance and impo: legal obligation on willage | 
vildger and on ward headmen and the residents “towns, to. TO 
ta of destroying the plant. In the case of the Province | 
similar hii oe future, the Local Government, subject to the previous 

e Governor-General in Council, is empowered to apply the provisions of the Act 
to the Wiricce. 


~The Burma Salt Act (No. Il of 1917) was pial with the object al 

3 4 providing more effectively for the regulation of the local mannfacture of sak m 

™s the Province. Such ma has been cantrofled hitherto by the lIedian 

Salt Act, 1882, and Rules lr under the Lower Burma Land and Revenue 

Act, 187 }, and the Upper Burma | Land and Revenue Regulation, 1889, The 

Indian Act was not framed to meet the'e onditions under which the mamufacture 

= salt is carried on in Bars. and, apart oto od nce ss which resalts 

m the administration of the Salt ‘Department r three separate enactments, 

_ the Rules which can be framed under the Land Revenue law are not sufficiently 

wide to meet present requirements. The Burma Act embodies the whole of the 

_ law relating to local manufacture of salt, and makes prowayin for mene 
| aie | manufacture and or offences against the Sait law. 
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X.—The nial Trading Act, 1 916 Po 
| XI.—The {mp Exot of Rods Act, 1916. 
~ XI1L—The Indan o Lunacy (Amendment) Act, 1916. 
XIlI.—The Am Act, 1916. 
XIV.—The Indian of Exchange Act, 1926. 
XV .—The Hindu Disposition of Property Act, 1916. 


Geseval Acts of 1917. 


‘L.—The Inland Steam-vescels Act. 1917. 
I1—-The Motor (Duties) Act, 39:7. 
IIL—The Indian Force Act, 1917. 
I1V—The lIodian Army (Suspension of ° Act, 1907. 
V.—The Destroction of Records Act, 19179. 
VI.—The Indian T ariff (Amendment) Act, 191 7. 
VIIl.—The Indian Income-taz (Anmzuinent) Rar 917 
VIX —The Inckan Bile of Ecchange (A Act, 
<= xchange mendment) 19!F. 
ae lodian Army CounetT. Act. 89 cae i 
—The Indian mend ment | 
= ty Freight (Railway Nendo Steam- vessel) Te aoe ¥ Ly 
—T be Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Act, 1917. 


Ordinanses of the Governcr-Geaerel. 


The undermentioned Ordmances affecting Burma were made and ul- 
gated by the Governor-Genera) under etttin Fe of the Government of india A 
1915. 
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1V.—The In pet ad Exp of Godt Oras a : 
V.—The Enemy T Ordinance, 1916. 
Vi—tThe Indian P. urrency (Fi Amendment) ¢ 

bi Sake Second Indian Paper Currency urth Ame 


Vift—-The Indian Legislative Council (Elections 1 quirie 
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: Ordinance of 1917. 


[.—The_ Registration Ordinance, 1917. | = re é 
All these Acts and Ordinances came fully into force during Eee 
exception of the Inland Steam-vessels Act, 1917, and the | , way and we 
Inland Steam-vessel) Tax Act, 1917, both of which did not come into | Te x ies 


until the sst | une tgt7 i and the ist April 1917, respectively, £.¢., after the close of 
the year of report. Ordinance No. IV of 1916 was repealed and payee es 
eae o. XI of "eis and Ordinance No. V of 1916 by Act No. X of 1916, 
Ordinance No. VI of 1916 by Ordinance No. VII of 1916 plethom  o= was = 
repealed and re-enacted by Act No. XI of 1917. : 


az 





30. No Regulations affecting Burma were enacted during the year. 









3%. The Marria ine Validation Ap, 1892, the Re ‘ists | yn Ordinance, & 17, Retension of : as 


and the Import and rtof Goods Act, 1916, were extended to all the : 
States and the Burma Steam-boilers and Prime-movers Act, 1910, was. ey 
to all the Northern Shan States exc pt the State of ape: 3 


32. Excluding gazetted officers and the . algotat Towa , Police, hats saner co Poties 
tinned strength of the Civil Police for eat the end of 1916 was era § 
14,378 men, : Deputy Supariatendent, : 


and 18 constables having been added during the year. The actual crs. and 90 - 
pa canker, ten 





the close of the year fell short of the sanctioned strength by 4s 
inet as ome 48 officers ~~ 75! mt Claes a 
ct perint » 1 Assistant Superintendent, 2 sergeants 
and 2 sub-inspectors of police were out of the Province on military aay. The 
shortage of men is chiefly confined to Lower Burma Distncts. Thereductionia 
the shortage is attributable to better recruiting owing to poverty and 
scarcity of employment. The shortage of officers, 3s n he revue wes | 
chiefly due to the number of cadets undergoing training at the .. 
Sc much under the sanctioned number. The cost of the Police m 
from Im and Provincial revenues increased from Rs.62 lakhs in 1915 to 
Rs. 62°76 lakhs in the year of report. The sommes at an increase of 
establishment in Tavoy, to i. Sore additions to the Investigation 
Department and in certain Districts in Burma to replace the police 
who proceeded on active service. y more was spent in travelling 
and in secret service money than in the previous year, but there was a considerable 
decrease in the amount spent on the upkeep of bunidings 
The cost of the police aid otuarwiae than from I mperial or Provincial revenues was 
Rs. 1,83,139 as com with Rs. 86563 in 1915. The is mainly 
due to less money having been spent by the Railway Police Tt The. cost of 
additional police employed under section 15, Act V of 1861 was Rs. 2,46,773 in 
1916 as against Rs, 3,00,554 in 1985. The decrease of Rs. 53,783 is due to the 
disbandment of the additional forces in the Henzada, Sagaing and hwebo Distnets 
and to the exercise of strict economy in the other Districts co 
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men who were punighed magisterially was 6 and gos res 

Cones, voor and 266 men were dismissed as a result of co 5 
edusstion _— selecting cadet sub-inspectors of police by Divaional Committ 
= gatistactoty resulig,as the number of punishments impos<d on 
through the Training School was considerably fewer in 
the number im on officers who had risen from the ranks. 


offences committed by members of the palice force in the execution of their duty 


was greater than in the ious year, there bemg 8 cases of violence to 


















cases of confinement, and = cages of wrongful Gebaviow. 
n all ceitn tors, 2 head constables and 15 constables were involved. 
in all cases suitable punishments were awarded when : 
abroad en er les aenes, bi tower pews fell 56 
28, resignations ithout : rom to Ww dmisals 
iose (aes to 743. There was an pr in the number of special p 


tons for work, which rose from 46 to 55. The number of rewards 
| decreased from 2,856 to 2,734, financial stringency compeling 
this | economy. The King’s olice Medal was granted to § 
during the y ar. In the District depdts the number of recrwt under 
was 2,348. Of a total number of 1,51: who appeared for exammaton, ? 
passed. The number of casualties before the completion of the course was 
and 18 recruits were discharged for failure to pass. to the men 
required for other duties, in some Districts, there was no of the 
, and in several Districts the trai depdts were opes only ax 
a@onths. A total number of 1,059 offi ers went through a couse of seralva 
practice. Eight thousand nine hundred and sixty-four men and 1,588 recruits 
were put through the annual course of musketsy and the figure of werd 
obtained was 63, which is slightly lower than in 8915. Want of amoummtxe 
cansed both revolver practice and masketry to be curtailed in some Dustricts. 
Clasuracf instruction in first aid to (he injured were held in all Districts re 
8, and 318 oficézs and men became entitled to wear the badge of the St. 
Ambalance Asgocatim The numitcr of literate eubordinate officers and 





























Buildings. _& Acem of Rg. 2'13 lakhs was provided in the Budget of 1915-86 

Police buildings, aed a further sum of one lakh of rupees under 

Construction and Repaza” Eight police-stations and 

completed during the yeer. A rum Of Rs. 82,560 was 
| Be 


hising quarters for men for whom Government quyteys wwe 





Crime The total enmbe of tree 





ougraxahle cases deak with by the Palas and by 
te a 47.904 an @crease of 2,837, or 6 per cent, over the 
& which themselves constit a record. The mcresse 
im crime ts attributable to enfavourable econamé corditions caused by the wsf, 
the duiness of trade, the want of work and the mercased cost of Ini 
owns. The number of offences against the State, siz., 473 IS 
practicatly the same as m 19t5. The number of serious offences against the 
person is actually less, beng 5,097 a8 against 5,178 in the previous year. The 
decrease is due to there being fewer case: of 5: and grievsus hurt. Cases of 
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or 1985. Fourteen officers and 533 men were dismissed of te yed, as 













sara ad ape road "the ielige obaice 
Mperty, or 2 oper ba ei oy 











tor. Ths ~The District » most marked in 

y2, qed "Meiktla and Pakékku. In in Proms te bankers ities Pt 
odd arth it pe in Tharrawaddy cattle-theft cases rose by 128. | The oni Farina Bes 
showing a decrease in all classes of crime were Henzada, Maabin, Mymgyan 
pe eae InT ag where conditions were exceptional owing to to the de evelop- 


ment of the mining industry and the consequent infhat of 
cases of grievous hurt, 
Burma. In Upper Burma, Magwe had 17, Minbu 11, and mange hindwing 
32, Yaméthin with 18, Basscin with 13, and Pyap6n with 10 cases fewer 
a result of the breaking u of armed was a derrease of a9 anes in 
~ Four hundred and “< ty -five murders were dealt with ober 
y; 
in 1985 to 4in 1916. There were inal 79 cases 
majority of the motives, 
revenge. not 
The number of dacoities increased and the t 
bara ros +, Henrada. Bassein and 


had between oun then of i The number of Tobberies dad wot ae 
were : 


bly, ye 85 as 
ee , ‘on, or A sellin and 
Myavageye ye Prep Sais eae Mandalay, and 


weet ee wh “Ghloe come of Gaeaae cae = 
oagh thre wor dean of on rms ofa Bae of 39 nie: 
thougt decreases of in Prome, in Bassetn, avory, 

oh in Toungoo. ngee.Tharrawaddy had the laqgnt umber of exe, ug 
= Bak Borage gscce fete aes 

“6. Akyab sith 40, Thatbn with 35, and K yanked with 

Prep A mere eels a 

more than i he previo $14, Basseia 298, Insei 

ech over 690. The number of true cases 

was 12,598 oF $96 more than in 1915 Ady ya and Insein 

increases with fale yt 115 respectively. largest decreases were 
Tigreneddy Wi) 5 with 107. The Ebees lo wees 
sie ade Peg Ac aspen of living caused by the war. 


36. Excluding cases classed as “ false” or “ mi ” the number of cases woking of 
finally dealt with by the police during the year was 40,263, an increase of 1,408 over the Police, 
the corresponding figure for the previous year. Of these cases convictions were 
obtained in 26,795 cases, or 66 per cent., which percentage is the same as in 

1915. Excluding minor offences, and omitting cases which were com or 
in which the accused died, etc. 26 gis true cases were dealt with, of which 14,951, 
“—-tatinn o Rac in the sequittal or discharge of the 
































continued to increase. The total number o 
reported to be mg to <a Rawk, whe ge nang pe Soe syordenes35 
1916 to 5, Thavewaddy with 40, Insein with 24 4 cones, 
ese Eig Fico more than in 191§ show the largest imereases im 
cases more than in the previous year. T e principal we Pog ih 
191s. Firearms were used in 125 cases as pansy in the previous year. Ax 
the Amherst District, which nevertheless still heads a list with @1 2 
Throughout the Province firearms were used in in 89 dacos 83 rob 
in 1915. Tharraw with 52, had the june lacus von 
more in H _Pegu and Prome. T beige 

cases of murder are due to the usual 

There w sap tin ae amour 

which is the highest igo figure for a great number The D 
for pitieads pe dig = with 70 eg pe in gi 


at 
mak 
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or persons accused, while 9,069 were undetected. Of the cases: 
trial 84 per cent. resalted in convictions. The number of persons 

ander allc of offences was 56,452, of whom 52,748 were b 
and 34,246 convicted. The results are somewhat better than im 
yeas. Omitting those involved in minor offences, 24,669 persons wefe 
19,585 convicted. In this respect the results are tiie same as in the two 
The police refused investigation in a total number of 2,809 offei 
d, a8 against a total number of 1,784 in the prevwus year. The falling off 
in successful detection of violent crime that had marked the previous year was 
continued'in 1916, when convictien resulted in 582 cases involving 914 persona, of 
a total number of 914 cases involving 1989 persons, sent up for trial. Toas 
per cent. of the 2,49§ persons dealt with, and 46 per cent. of those sent up for 
were convicted. inmurder cases the percentage of conviction to the total aumber 

of cases dealt with, and sent up for trial were 31 and §4 per cent. 
is a falling-off from the standard of the previous year when t 
figures were 37 and 6o. In dacoity cases only 97 per cent. of the cases dealt with, 
Cogite- 




















and 50 per cent. of the cases sent up for trial, resuited in conviction The 
percentages for any cases were 44 and 69, again a poorer reset? than 
m the previous year. Cases of the aggravated forms of house-breabing resulted 
in convictions in 36 per cent. of the true reported cases, ag agen or Ot TE 
1918 In the less serious forms of house-hreaking, 35 per cent. of the cases dest 
ended in conviction. During the year cattle to the ralue of Re. 439 lakhs 
were stolen and the value of those recovered was Rs. 2°09 lakhs. The value of 


stolen was returned as Rs. 569 lakhs and that of property recovered was | 
s. 1°44 lakhs. 


37. The most important case dealt with during the year was one in which 4 


persons were charged with and convicted of cons sections 128 and 128A 
of the Indian Penal Code and Rule 3 of the’ Defence of India (ConmEdaticn 


Rules the tale of the crime of the year contams no case ef 
im 





ce to anyose cther than the : qumerned. 
following cases hdve some human ieee ete lence District a head emmatablp 
party cf villagers had a brush with two men suspected of cattle-theft. Ove 


: 













of the men was captured and a vi ca yey injured. Anangcomerts were 
ads © ceod thanctdees and the fia tials the police-station sad thay 
started off accompanied by a head constable and two constables. On the way 
the party was attacked by ten mes armed with guns. prisoner was released 
and the wounded villager's throat was cut, after w 

case was never detected. In Tharrawaddy 

ransom of Rs. 200 was demanded. The body 

Four men were seni 
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After eating eome food ed in a village various persons, inclu the Sub- 
Inspector and a small child, were taken violently ill. PThe child ded nd jraia 
was found m iis stomach. A man was een! up for trial but was acquitted for lack 
~f -.idanne Twn eaces from the Lower Chindwin District may be mentioned. 
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to obtain poner: ayn the other case a ay of seventeen nw 
~ little boy for the sake of his < r , which were of sm: alt ral rol 
ara uitted for lack of evidence The Superintendent of Poli ort g 
e third case of child murder coromitted by this boy. “The 
1913 and was undetected. The second occarred in 1915 and ¢ 
In all these cases the children were murdered in the same ¥ 
given sweets and pice to allay their suspicions, and were ‘head ta 
on the inmate where they were drowned and their ©} oH 
n the last case some of the ornaments were traced in a pawn-shop, 
ints had been so badly taken that nothing could be made of 
ome Sant ‘he Meee s of sheets Se rote | jt was é 
one gang under the ts ‘aman na i an yaw Gad 
in dacoity ever since 1911. The gang possessed a double steal 
revolver and a small Winchester rifle, together with diate yung 2 
ture. The movements of this oy were followed for some tim 
untilthe :3th May 19:6, when the police surprised them when 
of Ywatha, killed two of their members and captured the lead 
Previous to this the police had laid in wait for the set : 
occasions. In another case two men | pel oe, ree the 
of it were killed and athird man Was 
roent. In Henzada, the District S Supen 
news of a dacoity in which iwelve men armed 
and spears were concemed. Armes 2a gun 
by his “Tefoun immediately started or the il 
anna e a progress immediately and w: 
the gang. H aaa ta ng several of th dacoits an 
to flight. As the dacoits Bove ‘making their escape, ; 
bese ant, ond eee ee ee ? 
arrested in this case ten were coavicted. he oc 
several other dacoities in the Bassein District. inthe Ma-sien: 
bravs rczistanre was offered to a gang of dacoits byt two Pade. 
men kept the dacoits at bay with rbetr bows aid a: 
does not r to have been Ys accurate, 














reports that a widower, i in be tees arp Am all Ln 
ee es ae wee sum of money. He was con 
y three absconding pei, the Bassein District. 
succeeded i : is which had 





police on 
rogress, and succeeded in capturing two of 
he revolver unfortunately was not secured as 


of the men escaped with it 

before he was captured. The majorty of the cobbenes committed im the Delta 

were boat robberies, anda very important gang under Nga Yo—whose operations 
Vandaanta Ma V, was broken op by the Ma-ehir Police The 


if 


_ 6,197§ or 78 per cent. wereconvicted. The percentages cunvictem are 


ia 


te 
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 gpog commitid a robbery on» mail ses one i ot Debye an 
the seen by one cf 
aera ne fe tap 


ch one of them was 
at to cat: m 
Dears hack be wee aiocaed «Singer om he Nein Da | 


was convicted. Nga Yo « but was e 
36. The number of true cases deal with under the Excise Act rose ftom 5, 
in t91§ to 6,575 n ps | psiandlge ee of report. The number of cases instituted by 
Police was 1,855 or 162 more than in the previous year. The number of Gases 
brought to trial was 6,586 of which 5,712, or 88 per cent., resulted m cunvictin. 
Eight thousand and five persons were dealt with, and 7,871 were tried, of wasn 

































cally the same as in the previous year. In Minbu a » gs lage see seigure me 
tolas of ganja was made by a village headman. ee 

case were a 260 tolas at Tharrawaddy, of 4, 588 tolas at pes 
seizure of cocaine occurred in Bassein where 8,160 grains were taken 
A seizure of 6,600 grains occurred in Yaméthin, and one of ae 





Toungoo. Offences under the Opium Act decreased, the tie 4. of ) 





dealt with being 2,072, as against 2,230 in 1915. Cases sent to tral numbered 
2,026 of which 1,961, or 97 per cent., resulted in conviction, A total number of 
2,624 persons were dealt with, 2,516 were brought to trial, sl 2,064 convicted. 
There were 235 prosecutions under the Burma Law Amendeamt Act, some 
i fewer than in the previous year. There were 144 convictions, 
bling Act there were 74 45 cases, of which the number brought to (rial was 
3,680, conviction resulting 23 cases. Inall 97.954 were dealt with, of 
whom 26,525 were great by to trial, of whom agam 14,162 were convicted, T 
st per cent. of the dealt with were convicted. In Tharrawaddy, Prowe 
'yapén, and Mandalay over 84 per cent. of the cases dealt with resulted in cen- 
voto. Much less success was gained in some other Districts, the ip ta 
mdividual convictions to the total number of persons deak with bemg a1 in T. 
a Insein, 33 in Pegu, and 36 in Myaungmya. ‘Under section 17 of the Gasnb- 
Act there were 199 prosccul a | res apr sca rot wibee da 
i Foon and 156 convictions resulted | 
one-third of the tota] number of te in rag Pre Prine. In re 4 02 jor a 
number of 7 Chinese — were ciuscd coun, mainly 
cemes for gambling. The closing down of the Chinese Chinese Slabs in R in Raver 
large numbers of gamblers emigrating to Tavoy. Eight habaua Chinese 
were deported from that District. rere 644 prosecutions 
= which ar he cent., resukted m conviction. Eight hundred and 
trial, of bom 634 oF 79 per cent. Uete aunvetad 
Tharrawaddy, Hentada, and Toungoo had the largest number of case, The 
number of Grearms seized during the year was 93, or 20 fewer than in the prevines 
But the SLAF e paseentiel Wirt ete y aprendgcd 6x Tom 127 th 409, 
lee penne oe efor made the Akyab and Ambara Distt 
to induce the surrendes of unleceusnd 


2. There was a dexrease of 291 in the aumber of true cases of 
zable crime, Shue petee vue Cat wink. Cauvictmn resulted IN 27,832 cases, 
or 71 per cent. of the total namber daak with. The dacreaw iz 
to a m the rumber of mmor ofcrrs, anthers ws 0 slight lncesass te 
more serious forms of crape. 
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40. Two thousand one hundred and sixty-five were befere the 
Courts under the preventive sections of the Crimmal Peceies Gin e 5 
or 85 per cent. were called on to furnish security. In the previous year 1, 
paupns were required to furmsh secusity out of a total number of 2,295 persons 
wy arg In the year of there was mcveased activity in Insein, 

Bassein, Amherst, Tavoy, Pakédkku, Mandalay and Kyauksa. In Thatén 
the mimber of prosecutions fell by 831, while there was a total decrease of 276 
cases in the three Districts iorming the Myaungmya Sesstons Diviswn. At ihe ead 
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5 are se oa 
‘f es ee at 
K f oy Ei 7 
men shown as having retarhed fo an bonedt “70 ig ee 
thisnumber includes men whose reformation had occufted mp et See: 
not been chtonicied at the time, and also men whore names @ ee ae 
register as they were not really dangerous cfiminals, The 1 i amb : + : aay Ss aa 
and ft absconding offenders during the year was 1,866. Five hundr SMU aera 
eight persons who had oclaimed prior to 1916 were & RN Saas 
year, and 832 persons advertised during the year of repart were ae ne 
total er of 1,037 names was cancelled owifig to death ¢ — mes 


§ absc: a indie A agate alee es gat 
igure of 5,146 in 191s. A notable arrest during the year 
ori ae ade er in alias U Pon Nga by the mi Ponce. TU | 
arung Sod thier monk, had ted an attack on a police outpost Be i 
ab Dispict as 5 fae a 1907. The number of prisoters with previous oa 
convictions identified by the Police before sentence was 4,739. Of these Sd | > a 
had three. oF more previoa: ont ber of slips received ea 



















1 the previous year. The total number of we 
to the number of 2,384 were rejected {or fauitv records) 
1§. During the year 7,764 slips were received for search 4 
rts. as pertain — to persoos with previous Sotivieogiars Of 
eriminals under su ae and 44 were ‘velar ecved” ¢ 
5,150 police fecruits and 38s railway employees @ere o ca ved. 
recruits, 27 were traced and found én be undesirables, — om 

employees was traced and found to have five vious ¢ avi , 


of classifyin yes a ee Soe oa epoapo 
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hich 12 121 lit caged and 56 civil cases. case 
given on commission. Written sr laee were given in 208 asa 
whieh — crimmal, % . 










42. | 
chic oti ot So Clbconciaed pce aa 
1976 there was an actual shor frie nt phony 
tl Si Meta cho ge sos Rs. 
S expenditure meluded 
discipline of the force go 


for recurrent traming. Excluding cases m 
se refdilbend cases which oere vemiwendee tea tednon nea 
oe ee eee ee Of these cases 7353 
anvction, 62 in acquittal or discharge, and 419 remained undetected. 
Out of 1,465 perms finally dealt with, 975, or 67 per cat, wore auvictel. 
There were 14 cases of altempt to dessil trains, none of which resulted ; 
tion. Only 29 per ceet of the cases of ordmary theft Gea with, resulted im 
conviction. But, from the nature of the property Rolen, d=tectinn was, 
cases, hopeless from the oatset. Seventy-nine cases were deak with 
Excise Act, of which 7o were sem to trial, of which again 94 per cent. 5 
---+fatinn  Civevegix ee cated teere dealt aes Whkakehed m Act, of which 
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go per cent. ended in conviction, F ifteen true cases were dealt with under the 
Arms Act, of which 14 ended in cunviction, There was 1 case of murder. ; 
of attempted murder, 3 dacoities, 6 robberies and I case of house-breaking, 
Convictions were obtained in the cases of three of the robberies and the attempt 
to murder. The number of criminals under surveillance on the registers of the 
railway police was 418. “The number of proclaimed and absconding offenders at 
the end of 1915 was 87, to which iuimecr :& more were added during the year. 
Ten such offenders were arrested, and 43 names were cancc-leu, 80 that at the end 
of the year there were §0 criminals under surveillance. Sixteen village headmen, 
19 villagers, and 10 railway empicyees were rewarded during the year. 


43. On jist December 1916 the actual strength of the mulitary police was 
16,693 Indian officers, non-commissioned officers and men, a number which was 
272 above the sanctioned strength and 623 above the actual strength twelve 
months earlier. The embargo put on the recruiting of Sikhs, Western Punjabi 
Mahommedans, Dogras and Jats led, as in te: previous year, 10 further changes in 
the caste compositivn of the battalions, anu, as men of these races left to proceed 


on active service as volunteers, new companies of other races had tu be raised, of 


Gurkhas, Garhwalis, Kumaonies and of the indige.cous races of Burma. There 
are now indigenous companies of Burmans, Shans, Narens, Kachina and Chins. 
The most outstanding event of the year was the enlistment of a company of 
Eurmans, which there was no difficulty u: raising and maintaining. Lhe number 


of military police volunteers sent to the war dunngthe year was 2,641 including 


30 signallers and 301 Mounted Infantry sent asaumt. iuc total number of 
volunteers despatched was thus brought up to 5,214 or about 3u per cent. of the 
total sanctioned strength. Numerous voiunteers of all saces are stall impatiently 
waiting for permission to go, The men sent were attached to various Indian 









re at thefront. The men on service have done well, as has been acknow- 


Rt ged b y th F Commanding Officers of some of the reyiments to which they 


have been attached. But in some regiments invidious distinction has been 


Merit, and class ; one Subadar was aweicd the 


made to the detriment of military policemen, in the matter of promotm 
and the recognition of good work. Military police signallers on service won Righ 


praise for the excellent work they performed. ‘ine to:icwwmy honours were g 
at the war during the year :—three sepoys were awarded the Indian Order of 
Order of Krigich India, and class ; 





two Subadars and one sepoy were awarded the Indian Listinguished Service 


Medal; and one sepoy was mentioned in despatches. | he tstal number of casu- 





Ges reported since the war began amouit to killed 137, died of wounds 34, died 
of disease 68, died of accidents 2, missing 30 and wounded 451. During year 
columns of military police were called out to suppress disorder, actual or potential, 
in the Shan State of Mongshu, in the trans->alween Shan State of Kokang, 
and i:: the Pakokky Hil Tracts. But nu actual hghting took place. At Yenas- 
gyaung the military pohce post was reiniorced to cope wath inneattsc? Aetuch 
ances, The passes on tlie Siamese border were pecketec as in the previous year. 
Owing to a strike among Chinese coolies in Tavoy, a body of 53 Indian otboc#s 











— and men was sent there with a European officer in charge. Ihe aceds of 


- demand for mili 


Town again demanded rvinforcements, which were provided. The useal 
police patrols for Lower Burma Vistricis had to be reteset. 

The total cost of the force amounted to Ks. 61.64 lakhs as against Rs. 9988 lakhs 
m 1915, when the cost was aboormally low owing to the depletion of aumbers 
by the ure on Service of volusteers. [here was a further expendi- 

ae of Rs 3.96 + _under the Budget Pi “Pobtical” The beakh of the 
orce was an in 1905, a result attributable to the granting of three 
months’ war furlough during the year and partly eye shat feceiie were all 
trained at Meiktila, instead of being distributed among the different. battalions. 
The number of casualties from all canses were 563 as against 795 in the previous 
year. The oumber of men who were sent on sick leave was 900, ano the number 
of admissions to hospital 16,659, the corresponding figures for 1915 being 947 and 
17,003. There was an increase in the number of admissions to hospital at 
y, m the Chin Hills and the Arakan Hill Tracts. Elsewhere there was 4 
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555 Garhwalis, 486 Kumaonies, sie 297 

death were pork —s — in the pre | 
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va was a tower oe a7 7 inte officers and : = i ¥. 

423 men in 1915. The number of dismissals fell f fees 
poms of desertions fell from 196 to go. . nie the My ‘i 
number fell from 50 to 24. The percentage of on 
2°96 for Indian _ Lt for men as ee 
and 8°84 last ye: crime noticeable as ; ie 
ante - ks s. The rise in the > af 
is able to the fact that the cream of the men have g ox 
coal roplaced, by young recruits with an inevitable proportic Ee, 
to the a scarcity of experienced British officers, mn - 
among those who remain. e a aah 


44. The he sanctionsd of the R 

Port Trast Police and the Hac er olice, at 
vis., 99 officers and 5,246 men, Fr 
the ‘exception that the number of officers was tempor ) 
| pong three European Sages or er patel werk ~The 

on gist December 1916 bon officers and 1,185 mez, | hort 
of men is almost entirely due to the ing impossibility of obtainm; 
adequate numbers of seme — bes ger: the fact thet men are aeccepis 
who are ot the beta and not of the most desirable type. Th 

ce “amounted to Rs. 7,39,895 as against Rs. 6,70,974 

in the previous y Apart from an all-round merease im exp | 
to the war, hewn to ex i . 6 
Excellency the Viceroy, to a 
to the cost of ‘cco ie 
were dismi 


pt = ine with ih aymen a 





\ ie ; 
: fe 
as Se 


- Wo ‘of OT Ls “i 
RE eae 























N wth by M 
on-cognizable crime des agistrates 
from 9,813 in 1915 to 81,792, due mainly to mare 
Indian Ports Act and the Burma M lAct. As 
ber of offences the State and tranquillity wes 
previous year. There were two cases of rioting, hoth of a petty 
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Tow . of the Upper Chindwin District.” nde ead ini ye 

io $ ial | powers increase. eke < , Atithe close of th aes: 

poe powers were held by 1.84 49, and special criminal, powers by 1,65 ing 

admen, the corresponding numbe TS at the . ¥en ae OE x ) tae 
and 1,580, Special powers are sought psuoghs 4 pp aly rsonal distinc = au 
tion than for their actual effectiveness as an lnctenaeeet: voi tice. For i ae 
scliies of cases decided by headmen exe | ee 16s to b Si 
small. The total amount of fines inflicted by headmer (the year rose by oe: 
Rs. 5,453 to Rs.1,47,042- Prome, with a total of F 07, ht ation 
the second year in succession. The Tharrawaddy District however showed = 
the largest increase, vis., Rs. 4,521, followed by Fis . Set mascot 0 
Rs. 2,873. The number of cases in which. e as wer _-.. ee 
District officials was 44,659 as against 30,887 in the previous ye: he heade 
man’s order was confi in 98 per cent. of the cases. ae ue work of Ms 
headmen was as“usual satisfactory. Collections of land-revenue wer ~ romptly pe 
made and defalcations were commendably few. But cases of omission of house-_ 4 
holds from the thathameda-ralls in Upper Burma, and of individuals from - the * 


capitation-tax rolls in Lower Burma, were not infrequent. Inequitable distribu: 
tion of the total thathameda demand of the village among the constituent house 
helds, a work performed by. the headman in consultation with thamadis, came to. 
light in the Meiktila Division. The ere of capitation-tax was attended 
with alight difficulty in some areas, mainly throu he — or dilatory headmen, 
but on the whole the tax was realized prompely- ugh as usual apathetic in 
excise matters, headmen continued to give invalaahie assistance to the police in 
the detection of crime. Relations between the headmen, villagers and were 
excellent everywhere, with the possible exception of the Katha District, where the 
police are said to be losing touch with the people. ha ko yeraen of arming 
selected headmen with guns in the Pegu and Irrawaddy Divisions. : 
ful, as no dacoities or robberies took place in saath the pr rot 
and ng Maes ot bien ce lomaaiat the wealas es A 
paid to rural sanitation and headmen and vil ort 
to realize the advantages of a clean village. pee iy 
some Divisions to induce the people to stall their cattle outside the village- 
should contribute towards improving the sanitary condition. In an epit 
plague in the Sagaing Division, the villagers concerned showed P 
bs evacuating villages, in opalting to inoculation, and in ta! aaa 
measures deemed advisable, a readinesswhich is eviden a 
understanding which exists between the officials and the peopl 
which the headmen exercise in their vere The du 
oe ‘nthe $s out with = megan yg Hors wm : ghout the 
int aing, Magwe ei Svisione i in pee a 
roads and paths Cable at all times of the year. The conduct of 
throughout the year was uniformly eee ge The number of headmen punish 
= 273 | by Rg resp by springs and 306 "he we vibra penabment 
gures of 2 1, and 430 in the previous year. total number : 
has thus decreased both absolutely and relatively, pape oy of headmean who 
were punished to the total aie of headmen Fling from 4°6 to 38. A decrease 
of punishments occurred in all Divisions except those of Pegu and Irrawaddy. In 
the Bassein District an increase in the number of Snes imposed, from 2 in 1915 to 
25 in 1916 was due to punishment for remissness in clearing away the weed. 
The number of headmen throughout the Province who received rewards rose from 
1,691 to 2,025. Headmen also performed valuable service by their enthusiastic 
co-operation in encouraging the people to subscribe to the War Fund and in 
recruiting for the Army and the Military Police. The number of fines imposed on 
village-tracts increased by 92 to 288 and the amount realised by Rs. 24,973 to 
Rs. 75,431. The Arakan, Irrawaddy, Mandalay and Sagaing Divisions “Showed 
small decreases, which were more than counabrstaaied by the large increases in the 
remaining Divisions notably Pegu. All the Districts of the Pegu Division show 
an increase, notably Tharrawaddy where the number rose from 16 to 57. This 
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ae © the fact that the number of dacoities and robberies increased, necessic 
Wena action under section 1 of the Viv'ege Act. In the That8n District fines 
evidente 





were on the inhabitants of several village-tracts for suppre 
in importsnt cases, while an increase in Yaméthin is due to action in catts 
canea. Asa comtrast to this increase in punishments, in several cases village 

were rewarded for bravery in repelling attacks by dacoits. Cases in which the 
Track Law was applied increased from 13 to 40, the increase being most marked 
in the Thane waddy, Prome, Henzada, and Meiktila Districts. 


46. The total number of persons killed by wild animals during the year 











4, 


ines, where the mortality rose from 3 to 11, elephants and tigers each 


ard Was 7$ 28 against 66 in the previous year. The largest increase was in the 


Ruby 
being responsible for four deaths more than in the previous year. Bhamo reported 


ani crease of five, and Bassein, Minbu and Myingyan increases of four each. 





On the other hand no persons were killed in K.yaukpyu, against 11 in the previous 


year, the latter being the highest figure for 1915. Akyab and Pegu also reported 
depresses of five cm There was a fallin the mortality from snake-bite from 


1,558 to 1,476. The biggest decrease was in Minbu where the deaths fell from 
13 





25 to 29. Pegu followed next with a decrease of 4: and Myaungmya and 
Ma-ubin with decreases of 22 each, whilst Tharrawaddy showed an increase of 


4 and Magwea further increase from 155 to 173. The Magwe figure appears to 


. 
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t the suggestion made in the previous year that increased activity in the destruc- 
ponsible for theincrease in the number of persons killed by 
es were reported to have been destroyed during 1916, as 


am 


snake-bite, for no sna 











compared with 25,280 destroyed in the previous year, though it is hardly credible 
that no snakes at ail were killed inthe Magwe District in 1916, notwithstanding the 


stopp age of rewards for their reduction. Sir Lauder Brunton’s lancets continued 
to  Guibered in the majority of Districts, and cures were reported, but the ussal 
doubt as to the venomousness of the snake in question persisted. The number 
of wild animals destroyed fell from 6,352 to 5,825. The biggest decrease, vss., 
428 was in Akyab, chiefly wild pigs, of which 459 only were destroyed, as 








compared with 877 in the previous year. In Katha the decrease amamted 


to 383, of which leopards numbered 302 aitd bears 61. There were also 


decreases ranging from 40 to 80 in the Toungoo, Thayetmyo and Amherst 


Districts. Asum of Rs. 77,829 as against Rs. 80,074 was paid for thedestructn 
of wild nimals, more than half in both years being paid for the destruction. of 
leopards and panthers. The number of snakes destroyed fell from 34,757 to 
11,905, Magwe, as already stated, accounting for the bigdecrea e. Decrenses of 
631 and 406 were also reported by the Lower Chindwin and Sandoway Distnets, 
respectively, which were more than.counterbalanced by an inerease of 1,771 in 
the That6n Distnct. Five other Districts showed an average increase of 436 
No rewards were paid for the destruction of snakes against Rs.1::,641 in the 

_ previous year. The total number of gun licenses in force for the protection of 
crops and the destruction of wild animals rose from 7,¢30 to 7,675. The 

ipal increases were in the Bhamo (149) and Akyab (83) Distnets, wile the 
‘enasserim Division showed a decrease dos: 


Criminal Justice. 


47. Burma is divided into two parts for the ses of the adminutea- 
tion of justice. In Lower Burma the administration of crimmal justice is under 
the control of the Chief Court, which during 1986 consisted of its normal com- 

lement of fiv Judges, there being a yey Additional Judge up till June sth. 
he judiciary in Lower Burma consisted of 66 European, 289 Burmese and Indian 
Judges or Magistrates and 34 benches of Honorary Magistrates. The Tharra- 
waddy, Bassein and Ma-ubin (now the Myaungmya) Sessions Divisions were 
reconstituted with effect from January tst, the Henzada District being transferred 
from the Tharrawaddy to the Bassein Division and the Myaungmya District from 

















the Bassem to the aM See io Division, Te Seas J cs 
si a Ea Division,. I 
ets Of the flcnaada | in. spite of this: 
found necessary, in order to cop with an excess. deci to” Ht, 
periods, an Additional Session! udge ir. the: Sassein ‘Division, : and 4 | 
of times in the Tenasserim Division. To give:relief to the D ops Magi istrat cot ™, 
Tavoy, the appointment of .an Additional District Magistrate wi yon ete Po 
hout the year. In Amherst an Additional bist? Magistrate we ras appointed . 
for six months and m September replaced tw a Special Power Magistrate,  % 
relieve the District Merk strate, Tharrawaddy, who had to unce rts ake a spedi 
waquiry into the causes of crime in that District, an Additional Distr: ot Magistrate 
pointed at the end of July fora period of six months. a he rgui sn 
Additional Magistrate with Special Powers was appointed for three m hs. The 
temporary appointment of Additional Magistrates at Ku  (Hanthawaddy 
District), Myaungmya, and Nyaunglebin (Pegu District) pe re hrougheut 
the year. in Upper Burma the Judicial Commissioner controls theadminist ation 
of criminal justice. There wasan Addiienatroae of the judicial Comm ssioner’s. 
Court ate fe the year. Inthe Sagaing Divisionan Additional Se: sssions judze, 
inted on July 24th, tried all cases and heard all appeals duniag the: remaimaer 
ot the year. [he Subdivisional Courts at Mogaungand K amaing inthe Myitkpin: 
District were abolished on March rst, and thes areas -added as two ownshps 
to the Myitkyina Subdivision. On sst July the Salé Township ' was transte 



























he the Myingyan to the Magwe District. fee 2 8 4 
yt. as Lower Burma the ‘number. of cases © ay ‘was 87,346 288 ° ‘abi 
85.816 | in the previous year. The number of reported cases under the dndis 


Penal Cane was 38,444, practically the same as the pre ious year's figure, so 
that the increase is almost entirely due to cases under Special and: Local:baws, 
which rose pain 47,E89 to 49,002. The number of cases returned as true ‘eadds 
wus 69,680, being 25,823 under the Indian Penal Code, and pee bgp ‘Specal 
and Local Laws. The ratio borne by the “number of cases returned aS) 41% 
cases tothe number reported is practically. the same as in the previous «year, 
being 80 per ceut. for all cases, 67 per cent. for cases under the fadian Penal 
Code and 8g per cent. for the petty cases. The number of true daccity cases 
reported decreased in number, from zor in the previous year, to 147. “The | 
variations under the heads of robbe y, house-breaking and Jurk boupe- 
trespass were negligible. ‘rue cases of cattle-theft increased. fro: 1,965 | to 4 
1,643. True cases of offences affecting life brought to tral during the year (“js 
numbered 457; murders rising by 41 to 342, cases of attempt falling by $7. fo 4: 
and. cases of culpable homicide falling by 9 to 29. Grie ous hurt cases number 
1,150, practically thesameas in the previous year. Of offences under Special and 
Local Laws, true cases under the Excise Act reported during the rei were 6365 
as against 4,799 in 1915. Insein District, with 87 per cent., shows the highes 
increase on the previous year’s figures, and the: inghest number of ei a 

‘Tharrawaddy with 666. fn Rangoon the proyresswe deciine from 849 in 8984 
to 700 in 1915 and 554 in the year of report is attnbuted toa Vin the 
illicat traffic in cocaine, supplies of which used to come from Germany. Cases 
under the Opium -Act decreased from 2,293 to 2,073. Under the Foust Act, 
there. was an increase from 768 to 871. Under the Arms Act, true cases reported 
fell from 474:to 447. Under the Gambling Act there was an inorease fs5c: 1,272 
to 9,023. In Upper Burma the aumber of offences reported during the year was 

90,016, or 1,044 more than in the previous year. Under the Indian Pensl Code 
there were 13,198 cases ay Oy and 9,676 returned as true, as against 23;804 
and 9,404 respectively m i915 Under Special and Local Laws, these ware 

753 true cases out of 16,818 reported as against 14,567 aad 16, 168 in #985. 
They mcrease of true cases ‘under the Indian Pena) Code is chiefly i in 
‘ inst property, against the baman body, and against public justice, with increases 
151, §8 and 49 respectively. The number of murder cases declined by 12 and 
capes of grievous hurt increased by 30. ‘Ihe number of dacoity cases was the same 
as in the previous year, while robberies increased by 10. There was an increase of 



















Gaurlile 474 cases under criminal trespass. The increase in offences 
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focal Laws is chiefly due to an increase of 1,098 in the number of 
prosecutions under the Police Act for which Mandalay Town is almost entirely 
Sp Prosecutions under the Excise Act rose from 1,715 to 1,928. An 
increase in the number of cases under the Forest Act from §11 to is accounted 
for by 170 prosecutions in the Minbu District for failure to return ¢ es 
to cut eect The number of cases instituted under the Gam Act was 
ee against 2,031 in the previous year. The number of complaints summarily 
issed was 3,803 in Lower Burma and 1,009 in Upper Butma as egainst 
corresponding figures of 3,593 and 1,05! in 1915. . 















4 There were 84,141 cases brought to trial in Lower Burma, as against 
: a in 1915. Of tose 35,769 were cases under the Indian Penal Code, and 
8,372 cases under Special and Local Laws. The total number of persons who 
underwent trial during the year was 141,432, as open 140,580 in. 1915. The 
~ pamber of persons remaining under trial at the end of the year fell from 6,941 in 1915 

to6,660. The number of cases eee, by District Magistrates was 619 as 
against 658 in 1915, while Additional District Magistrates disposed of 184. The 
mumber of cases Seccosa of by ee exercising special powers conferred 
under section 30 of the Code of Criminal Procedure was 2,047. Benches of 

Honorary Magistrates disposed of 28,466 cases, as against 27,563 in 1915, the 
Rangoon Bench accounting for 21,151 as against 20,251 in the previous year. The 
percentage of summary trials to the total remained the same as m the previous year 
‘988.,43- Thenumber of =— whose cases were disposed of by magistrates, and 
the number of persons w : 





10 Were convicted, committed to sessions, or whose cases 
_ were referred to a higher tribunal for sentence were respectively, in round numbers, 
892 and 86 thousands, the same a in i915, The percentage of cases resulting 
in conviction, conmitment, or reference to the total number of cases was 65°39, 
the corresponding percentage in. 1915 being 65113. The number of cases in 
| ee ern oe taken with a view to demanding security to keep the 
peace fell, from tos cases affecting 163 persons in 1915, to 4§ cases affecting 
66 persons, of whom 61 were ordered to furnish security. The number of cases 
_ instituted with a view to demanding security, for good behaviour fell, from 2,033 
cass affecting 2,044 persons in 1915, to 1,814 cases affecting 1,840 persons, of 
whom 1,473 were required to furnish security. Applications for maintenance 
under section 488 of the Code of Criminal Procedure numbered 1,699 as agamst 
1,768 in 1915, succe sful applications being 982 as against 1,108, The number 
of cases committed to Courts of Session during the year fell from 600 involving 
1,044 persons to 560 involving 984 persons. ‘The percentage of convictions was 
- §9°49 as against 58°99 in 1915. The number of cases committed to the Chief 
Court was 40 involving 67 persons, as against 45 mvolving 72 persons in 1915. 
_ Thirty-eight cases were dispo ed of, involving 66 persons, of whom a3 were 
discharged or acquitted aiid 45 were convicted. e percentage of convicti 
was 65° ' as against §7'52 in 1915. The number of death sentences refesred to 
the Chief Court for confirmation was 116, and the number of confirmations 75 as 
agamst corresponding figures of 111 and 57 in the previ Bs The average 
a of all criminal ae rose to 15 days, the hi gure ever Sor 
e average curation of cases tried by stipendiary magistrates sittmg singly, 
which constitute the vast majority of the more calitilied dapeea of crumma) case, 
was 20 days. The average ducation of sessions cases rose from 45 days in 198 
to 5g days in the year of report. The total number of witnesses exam 
increased from 330,110 to 333,178. In U Burma the total number of 
ce ares brought eager: the ~ for was 29,574 ee of 1,301 more 
than in the previous year, the sumber underg wal rising to 52 
from 50,008. Cases under the Indian Penal Code rose ‘ 455 4 : 1136 
cases under Special and Loca! Laws by 646 to 16,838. The nomber eases 
disposed of by magistrates was 28,736 or 1,459 more than in the previous year. 
Of these, 10,025 cases were disposed of summarily as compared with 9,79) in 
1915. The number of cases disposed of by District Magistrates fell by 88 to 


733. Cases disposed of by District Magwtrates under their special powers 
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aumbered soi, as against #08 in 191g. The number of cases : 

benches of Honorary Magistrates rose from 6,870 to 7,513, to Wl 
Mandalay Bench con::ibute’ 6,050. Magistrates had before them 
53,093 pefsons, as compared with 50,036 persons in 1915. The m 
cases were disposed of was «0,436, or 2,75. persons more than in 
year. Of these 59°65 per cent. were convicted, committed, or refcrre 
61°76 in the previous year. The number of cases in which proceec 
instituted with a view to de.wanding security to keep. the peace was 72. 
120 in the preceding year. Sixtyefive persons were ordered to fur 





as agaist 100 in 1915. The number of persons called u 
ainst being ocdanalk to furnish security for their good behavior 
om $93 were required to furnish such security, the correspon 
734 and 546 in the previous year. Applications for maintenance 


au 
as against 1,663 in the previous year, and the number of successful applicat: 
949 aS against 943. The number of persons whose cases were committed to 
Courts ot Session was 237, or 11 less than in the previous year. Cases dispose: 
of by Courts of Session numbered 150 involving 225 persons as compared. 
168 cases and 236 persons in 1915. The percentage of convictions was 69°78 or 
8'tg lower than in the previous year. The numbers of cases committed to 
sessions during the years 1913, 1914, 198§ and 1916 were 163, 187, 161 and 110 
respectively. No explanation can be yiven of this curious fluctuation. The 
cases of 48 persons came before the Judicial Commissioner for confirmation of 
death sentences, as against §9 persons in 1915. The sentence was confirmed in 
25 cases as against 37. The average duration of cases was 12 days, or 3 day 
higher than in 1915. The duration of cases izied by Courts of Session averaged 
49 days as against 48 days in the prevous year. The total number of witnesses 











examined was 101,730. | 4 a 

50. In Lower Burma the number of death sentences mcreased from 58 Puniab- 
to 76. The number of persons sentenced to transportation decreased from aoe to = 
425. The number of persons sentenced to impr sonment decreased from 19,856 to 
17,704, of whom 3,137 received sentences of simple imprisonment as agamst 3, $23 
in the previous year. The number sentenced to imprisonment for 15 days 
under decreased from 4,363 to 3,999 a decrease which the Honourable Judges 
the Chief Court welcome as an instalment of what they hope is going to be a 
much more sweeping reduction in this class of sentence, which is open to obvious 
objections. Solitary confinement was imposed as a punishment in 686 cases 
against 754 in 1915. The number of whippings inflicted increased from 3,700 to 
1,722. The number of juveniles whipped was 116 as against 124 in the previous 
year. There were 8 illegal sentences of whipping as against 11 in 1915 and 33 in 
1914. The number of persons who were sentenced to pay fines was practically the 
same as in 1915 being 64,222 as -gainst 62,645. The total amount of fines imposed 
was Rs. 6°12 lakhs as against Ks. 5°83 lakhs m the previous year, the amoant of 
fines realized rising to Rs. 529 lakhs from Rs. 4°83 lakhs. ‘Lhe an OUna out 
of fines as damages under the provisions of section 545, Code of Criminal 
Procedure, fell by Rs. 4,677 to Rs. 27,348. There was a regrettable decrease 
from 1,148 to 914 in the number of first offenders released on ander 
section 562 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Nineteen youthful offenders were 
sent to a reformatory school, as aga nst 9 in the ious year. 

In Upper Burma the number of persons punished rose from 28,606 to 29,296 
persons. The number of death sentences fell rom 37 to 3§. The ieeliee of 
persons sentenced to transportat on was 88, as against 89 in the previous year. 
Sentences of rigorous imprisonment fell from 3,556 to 3,414, while sentences of 
simple imprisonment rose from 187 to 245. The number of persons punished by 
fine rose from 24,323 to 24,970. The number of persons punished by whipping 
rose from 593 to joo. Sixty-five juveniles, were sentenced to py Py as 
against 50 in 1915. The total a ount of fines im declined from Rs. 2°69 
lakhs to Rs. 2°56 lakhs, and the total amount realized from Rs. 2°34 lakhs to 
Rs. 2°29 lakhs. The amount of compensation awarded out of fines declined 
from Rs. 20,995 to Rs. 19,477. The number of first offenders releasedon security 
declined by 19 to 371. 





































RCT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. 
In Lower Burma the rise in the number of 


marked the year 1o15, was han : 
8 in 191 and in 
in 1984, ao if in Pe x 9,370 in s916. 
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Criminal Procedure “Code, 
ee eae increased by 422 to pe 
464. ea The ap she 


37 in 191 io the the 

In Courts the ikespod g 
from 11 to 19. In the Chief Court the percentage 
increased from 7-27 te 73 antl ik ceieoe pets ee ye theo 3 


"The Local Gordian ed six — against the 
‘ain Sire pecs 
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“being soceesfl in the ony case deci ing the year. 
‘of appeals in all courts was 22 dye, a8 as against 25 in 1985, in 
+ eg aed 32, in District strates’ Courts 1: days as agit 8. 
‘Courts of Session, which deal with nearly two-thirds of the number of 
‘appeals, the duration decreased from 28 to 21 days. In’ Upper Burma the total 
number of appeals preferred declined from 2,706 to 2,538. in the Court of the 
udicial Commissioner the number declined from 252 to 209 and in the ‘Courts of 
istrict Magistrates from 1,125 to 977.__In Courts of Session, however, there was 
a slight rise from 1,329 to 1,352. The percentage berne by the sumber of 
sentences wholly confirmed on appeal to the total camer Weak with fell from 
‘0% in 1915 to 56°09 in 1916. ‘The percentage of confirmations in the 
bc ea at 's Couri was 69°00, or 61» lower than inthe he ce Cowme year, and in 
— Courts also it << from a to lags pea > 
istrict Magistrates it rose from 51°04 to yy arene: tion of appeal 
dropped from 19 to rors i the Courts vol Daan 
16 to 10 days and in Sessions Courts it remained SANE: ge at 12 ro 


iti: 52. In Lower Burma District Magistrates had before them on revision 6,760 
‘cases involving 11,698 persons against 5,584 cases py Se "ean ap pe 
year. Further inquiry caus el dered in ye obi as against 
193 in #915 and reference was made to the Chief th it Cha cane of he8 Garaoul 
as against 193. In Courts of Session the number of persons whose cases were 
revised was 3,862 as gga tye dee vt inquiry was ordered in ee case of 
5 persons as against 46 178 persons were referred to the Chief 
‘as against 196. The cases of mp a tpte before the ‘Chiet Court 
{n revision as against 1,777 in 1915. Sees cp courts were 
in the oles 100k Cat Oe ee ere enhanced in 
roa nasvong 2 greg aS against 74, ed geverted ia: ot7: as aguas 
pper Burma District ngistreves Gaaieed of 5,104 cases on 
Bt, chee ate ts the peasione peer Pr oe the 
Criminal Justice Regulation was 3,092. per cent. sah 9g the onders:of the 
fewer court were confirmed. li cases Bea for otherwise, the ath an. Pe 
confirmations was 94°57. Courts of Session dealt with on revision cases 
3,008 persons and con the orders of ‘the lower court in cases affecting 2, 
Son The number of cases dealt with on revision Judicial Comms- 
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rose from 1,158 invol 1 persons to 1,1 ‘involving 1,81 
Perens of which Hoo cen vol 195 were reported by lower 
in the cases of 80°46 per cent. of the persons ‘the orders of 

the lower cout wens vadiiraneiite against a corresponding gure of 84°43 m 195. 


Prisons. 


3. The accommodation for males in the prisons of the Province in the year 
rgr6 reached 16,469, or an mcrease of 356, and that for females was 320, the 
game as in the previous year. The daily average nember of pnsoners of all 
classes was 18,020 of 1,231 in excess of the accommodation available; but tekmg 
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- additional accoi..:nodation is in progress. One. thousand mt 


prisoners, the old wards being absorbed in the exi 


‘juveniles, against 302 in 1915, were sent to. 


appearing at Kyaukpyu_ (42 97); pc {followed t 


43 Reformatory School at  Insein. As regards the 


a 







eBags ~ oho ; #3 it ad , . a. a { . 
into account the convict: class alone sie ); ie sareaiy was:0 red. to the 

extent of 1,612. The overcrowding, ony. > I pall 
far as possible, relieved by transfers. Taken pl he 
under-trial prisoners was adequate ; but, at some three jails: 
able overcrowding among this class. At one of these jails te 





thes j ie mer.” ‘ 










viets who, from the state of their health, the 
etc,, were deemed to be deserving of ncy, were 
Government, 327 on account of sickness and ofp Foes th 
being to relieve, in a measure, the congested state of the "iE a th Prov 
The scheme for t era Se of prisoners on p blic works, such as roa 
etc., received further consideraticn duri uriegg the 7a f 1e ja | 
‘Henzada and Mandalay have result in additional accomtnadett oF hae gh 
convicts, vis. 6o at the former and 286 at the } wards, wert 

| constructed at Mandalay for 66 male under-t 


























hae Good progress has been made with the e ail 


(54 The year opened, with a population of 18 285. : 
43, 197 were Ries. and 44,017 were discharged, leavi aving | 
ment at the close of the year at 17,465—the corresponding caeats for» 
17,654, 43,700, 43,069 and 18, 285. The daily average th of all ¢ 
from 17,475 to 18,020. Convicts and civil prisoners show an increase of §t7 
m 53, respectively ; under-trial prisoners returned a decrease of 25. The re u 
— of juveniles under 16 years of age, admitted into jail was 57 (§2 oor 
girls}, compared with 102 (97 boys and 5 is) in the pre 


_ percentage of re-convicted prisoners rose from 


again lowest at Bhamo (7°46). The figu 
ee’ the 19 kore es i ane one | cag 
| t 1916, only 3 all ma ‘ 
‘ Sing igures for the pre\ ious ) 
seers: convicted. — ‘hir 





| were awarded simple imprisonment, 20,354 rigorou: 2 
| isonment with solitary, confinement and 34 rigorous imprisonm ent ” 
whipping, compared with 374, 20,005, 899 and 44, respectively, in 19 

_ identification of habitual prisoners was. effected, & ash conviction, in 5, jensen, 
| adi in jails i in 70 Cases, gtinst 5, 542 and 46, respectively, the perenne: 


cA 3s. The total number of offences committe , including offences dak with by Ducigiine, 
- Criminal Courts, was <8,723 or a decrease of 2,971 as compared with 1985. The 
_ decrease occurs under all heads, but it is most ble under offences. 
- to work and ali other breaches of jail rules. Penal et was awarded in only 2,081 
cases, ainst 3,427 in 191 5 Offences relating to assaults, mutiny | 
ra decrease of 183. the assaults, committed, only one, as in the: 
year, aye fatal. bie = " whines Jai Sr, com rie cy 
1915, 2 ing accounted for by the Rangoon Ja aguineh§ pa 
year; this abnormal increase may be ex plata as due to difference of 
Practice by successive Superintendents. The number of escapes was 6, oie. 
1 from inside and 5 from outside the jail—compared with 8 in 1915. Of those 
that escaped, 5 were revcaptured re the close of the year. A penecentage 
of 58°41 of the total punishments was awarded to habituals, who formed 44°74 
per cent. of the daily average convict population. In comparison with 1 ‘S 
there was a decrease of 1,162 in the punishments awarded convict officers. 
services rendered by this class are, generally speaking, satisfactery. 


56. The total expenditure was Rs. 11,45,148 against Rs. 11,5§,048, showing Financial, 
a decrease of Rs. 10,100, The gross cost per prisoner was Rs. 63-8-9, co 
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the abuse of opium, morphine and cocaine. 


os ‘ Ny ie 7% A 
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_ game system asin the previous 
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___ eription of prison offences, the prospects of r 









tee 


with Rs. 66-1-9 in 1915 and Ra. 69-10-1 in 1914. The net cost game Hage 
from Rs. 57-8-0 wih he Rs, §3°1-0 in 1915 to Rs. 51-1-9, Phe quantity of 
vegetables cons by the prison population was 1,748 tons, against 3,680 tons 
jn 1915, the increase being due to a larger daily average. The ly of jail<grs 

ep over and above requirements was sold and realized Rs. 10,495, com- 
pared with Fs.9,0§8 in the previous year. he farm produce, other than 
vegetables, was valued at Rs. 32,754, compared with Rs. 26,366in s98¢. Convict 
labour supplied to the Jail Branch Press, and to the Public Works ‘e 
was d at Rs. 79,853 or Rs. 1,200 more than in the previous yeat. No credit 
for this amo-.ut ?: taken in the Jail accounts. Sakae, Sire 










-_-§7. The rise in the ratios ag mille of admissions to hospital and of daily 
‘average sick which had marked the previous three ga ii in 1916 when 
they were respectively 307 and 17°04, aS against 277 1585 in i op The 
total number of deaths, however, fell from 351 in 1915 to 319, and the ratio of 
deaths per mille from 20°09 to 17°70. The outstanding feature of the year of 
report is its freedom from cholera, a disease which, as usual, accounted for 
‘deaths among the outside population. At six jails, oss. Myanaung, Mergus, 
Shwebo, K indat, Taungdwingyi and Meiktila there were no deaths during the year. 
Among the Central Jails, Mandalay headed the death-rate with 30°84 per mt 
and among the District Jails, Moulmein with 29°64 Py -mille. | 


mille ; 
t oe 8 of opium consumers are recorded against Akyab (44°49), K 
. f 2°70), Bhamo (3060), Katha (26°46), Kindat (31°63), and Henzada ( ig). 


“the 319 deaths, 59 (against 40 in the previous year) were among those addicted to 


the opium habit. Morphinism accounted for :§ deaths. As usual, the largest 
number of cases were treated at the Rangoon Jail, the number being 64 with 13 
deaths. At this jail 46 per cent. of the deaths were directly or indirectly due to 
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1 , 914, continued to be worked on the 


1e F ir. The general management of the juveniles, all 
whom were “ casuals,” was never found to be difficult. On admis ion to jail the 
es fully explained to the youths, especially the remission system, a des- 
release in the case of those attaining 

4% of 18 or 20 years (as the case may be), provided their work and conduct 
een good, and the several other privileges admissible. The comdust of the 

s, on the whole, was very satisfactory. Three, who were likely to have an 
influence on th 






















he other. boys, were transferred. Eleven, against 1§ in the 
d special remission for being free of punishment for 12 months. 
nd t 






Vv boy, exc pt those physically unfit a ose working extramurally, has to 
attend drill and gymnastics daily, iter the evening meal all the youths are 


mitted to play foot-ball, or chra/on. The handicrafts, in which 
youths arc instructed, were, as in previous years, carpentry, ent 
timber-sawing, tinsmithing, and shoe-making while the short-termers wese chiefly 


employed on gardening. Paddy-grinding was done by the new admisswus. Five 


_ of the juveniles, released during the year, were granted sets of tools to enable 


them to carry on the trades they were taught in jail. Of the 96 juveniles who 
were presented with sets of tools between the years 1912 to 1916, rom | 19 oF 
52°78 per cent. are making proper use of them. In 11 cases the were 
recalled, in 3 the youths were employed as cart-drivefs, in 2 tastances the boys were 
not traceable, and in the remaining one the lad had died a d the tools could not 
be found. The Vernacular School wa successfully carried on up to the Seventh 
Standard. The maximum number under tuition was 91, against 112 in 1915, and 
115 in 1934. The explanation for this decrease is to be found in the fact that 
between October and December 1915, §3 lads, mostly sentenced to long terms 
were ordered to he released. During the year two Buddhist monks paid 
visits to the Jail and, between them, held 49 religious services, which were 
said to be much appreciated. The subject of the sermons was chiefly advice in 
the way of refo mation, and encouregement to lead an honest and respectable life 


te 9 Contra Jails and at the Me 











aos? 
release. The scheme of saad co 





r it was introduced at Moulmein. Ye eae ‘ i wm be Bs 
crafts, which thev show aninclination Ay ae Iw kely oh p the 
in earning @ livelihood on release. Those | “ protic : 
sets of tools be sag rg ee The foveal ay choc 
ail was exam @ uty Inspector o 00 ort 
Of the 12 pupils in the Infant class od gui ‘inst St : 
6 in the former and 3 in the latter were presented for examinatio 
= inciple of the separation of habitual and non-hab al 
observed in al! jails so far as structural arrangements ad 
tion a different classes—civil prisoners, juveniles and under-trials, as well a 
and habituals—is im mperiect in many of the jails, especially th sinaller ones a J Thi 
is not due to the lack of appreciation of the necessity for separation, bi eee 
tural deficiencies and overcrowding. The difficulty is ly recognized ang 
Superintendents of Jails do their best | in the circumstances. — sibility of 
improving matters is receiving attention anew. During the year 5.694 convicts, 
against 5.888 in 1915, were released under the remission rules, onviets who 
were eligible, three led to gain remission, while the number for the 3 year 
was mil. The number of convicts who were awarded special remission a 
free of ie for twelve months was 3,025, compared =. 2,6 19 
= a gree s begin. ex oe tor ft: arnaloge ay , 
0 that the ou o something for the n communit 
ues of the Local Government, plans were dis \ ae d with the officers of 
body and the Inspector-General of Prisons. h the sanction and ia! 
assistance of the Government, a home for young PS prisoners, and for those 
released conditiona under saatibe 40t of the Criminal Procedure Code, was 
started at Semmcam ¢, a suburb of Rangoon. The formation of this h 
rings F n into line with Bombay, M Madras a0 ‘Lahore, where the 
Army has. rganised soethods of helping Prisoners to return nig honest > tak | 
Rangoon system is ona small scale but, if , it oot 2 ke 
aa ta more ambitious i in the way of diminishing the volume of crime, — 
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Civil Justice. ea br 
59. The administration of Civil Justice in Lower Burma is under the cont 
of the Chet Court, which during the ere consisted of its normal complement 
five Judges, there being a temporary Additional Judge up till, i June ath. 1G The 
Districts included in the Tharrawaddy, Bassein and aaa Civil and Ses 
Divisions were re-grouped with effect from ist January 1916, The Tharrawadd 
wae since that date has consisted of the waddy District alone, 
udge being also appointed to be Additional udge in the Bassein Division, * 
Fie Division consists of the Bassein an ‘Henzada Districts. the Ma-ub 
mya and Pyapén Districts are combined in one Division with ee 
oe ungmya. The pressure of criminal work in the Bassein Division 
sitated the appointment of Additional Divisional and Sessions gee for ana 
periods. Au Additional Jud 1dge was eee to cra Maes anths: 
dy and Insein for a peri of one and a half mont be aap ment 
Additional District Judge, Tavoy, was continued aS 
effect from 1st March 1916 the old Bassein T corse p was sl up into twe 
Townships, Bassein West and Bassein East. The de ution of the work of 
Township Courts in the Bassein District was re-arranged so that the number < 
officers was not increased. The Kyauktan bape was split into two by the 
formation of anew Township at Syriam. Again <a ements were eo so that 
there was no increase in the number of officers. The Township C ourt, T 
was invested with the powers of a Small Cause Court in suits up to a 
Rs. 50; and the Township Court, Pegu, was invested with similar powers, to be 
exercised in cases arising outside the limits of the Pegu aoe Moment. In Upper 
Burma the Judicial Commissioner controls the administration of sip lentoe, 
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tthe meat of an Additional Judge of the Fron Oa 
anise 
Seka. The weakens of Vaigation in Lower Burma remained practically ¢ 
a ee te eee ae 10, 
; yer of suits for money and mevable ty 
The Chief Court showed a decrease from 165 to 
of Ra a decrease from 9,348 to 8,449. 
y only $1 from that of 1915, the vations for the diff 
ng neg ible. Bui there are notable vasetions ats in * 














































pe ean th Ppripe banks | in ‘hae di of pe meteve and | 
cal f clase oe was enhan sed by the fact that owing to the | 
low price of ee many of the smaller class of debtors could not meet their 
ob fluctuations elsewhere can be assigned to no general cause, 
«Suits for immovable rty showed an increase from 1,148 to 1,458, for which 


> ip Courts, with 1 TES institutions among Bat im 1918, were mainly 







ible, and which was evenly distributed among the Districts. A contributory 
| came elt this increase was a rulin inthe Chief Court to the effect that suits for 
Tan cali pentaioge atabel: t has not accrued, lie before Civil Courts and — 
not. before Revenue Officers. Suits for specific relief increased from 490 to 688, 
hers Thatén and Myaungmya shewed rema ) 
9 to 42, 41 and 44 respectively. Mortgage-suits increased from 1,933 to 2,116, 
Subdivisional Courts with 467 as a 367 a - District Courts with 256 as 
against 182 being mainly reapers Fluctuations in the District figures were 
t except in th ee eas aaa an ee es 
tate squat 344 0 130 respectively, an trawaddy with 177 as 
nst 203. The focegaee i hallietae of moi ige-suits points to a é ‘ihe 
attempt to realize pre-war loans, and to » the fam at since the outbreak of war 
mt eo of loans on the security of land ha ncreased telatively to the number. = 
Sew otherwise secured, The pecrianre alue of all suits instituted fell from — 
sees lakhs to Rs. 1,49°31 lak ‘The value of suits filed in the Small Cause 
Pe ourts utside Rangoon remained practically at the level of the previous year but — 
me ks: filed in the Rangoon Court decreased by over Rs. 4 lakhsto Rs. 19°4t 
‘lakhs. In T wnship Courts th re was a decrease from Rs. 40'07 lakhs to Rs, 39°96 
akhs, and in Subdivisional Courts an increase from Rs. 21°84 lakhs to Rs. 29°38 
hs. ihe ( Coutts with unlimited jurisdiction exhibit as usual violent fluctuations due 
he abnormal value of a few suits. In District Courts a rise from Rs. 36°62 lakhs 
to Re acea th s is due to a single suit in Thayetmyo. In the Chief Court a 
decrease of Rs, 45 lakhs, from Rs 66 lalchs to de oe lakhs, is mainly due to the fact 
that in 1915 the agg . hen, was ss lly large owing to three suits whose 
combined value was Rs, 41 . aiemomt suits disposed of was 51,232 a8 
against 51,338 in 191 5: Ot thens sapnet per cent. were contested as against 2372 
ae ear in 1915, the p ope Losin, Aa success in these being 70°! as against 
70°. The percentage of suits decreed on confession declined from 25°04 eas’, 
while the percentage of suits decreed srperts votectined from 26°03 to 25°8. The 
number of cases pending at the end of i year rose from 5,643 to 5,816, but of 
these only 2,247 had been pending for over three months, as against the 
corresponding figure of 2,339 at the at of 1915. The average duration 
of con cases increased from 77 to 79 days, and of uncontested 
cases from 45 to 49 days. For contested cases in District and fe 
divisional Courts, the average duration fell from a41 days and 1 
fy pened vely in #915 to 212 and a7 In uncontested cases, the 
ict Courts was 72 days, as t 123 days in 1915, and in Subdivistenal 
Courts 62 days as against . In Township Courts contested cases averaged 
68 days, as against 63 in 91 , while the duration of uncontested cases 
was 40 days as = 35: r Burma there was practicall no alteration 
‘n the volume of tion, an pee only a slight increase in the total number 
of suits from 21 18 to 21,g10, This increase is more than accounted for by 


rkable increases from 6, I 














- Myaungmya with 294, 173 and 













a rise in the number of suits instituted in Township Courts from 18,985 to-28,g9- 
from the previous year. Suits in District Courts feil from 998 to’g22. Amor 
the Districts, — shows the most marked ‘increase in the number of su 
instituted, while ku, Katha, and the Upper : win show le Tea; S. hi "S 
we & Ve.y small meena. - the tame) suits for money or movable prope 
rom 19,410 to 19,440. num sults concerning immovable property 
was practically sumonaty, being 562 as against 567 in - number 
matrimonial suits fell from 451 to 408. ‘The total value of suits declined from 
Rs.35'26 lakhs to Rs w9'1S lakhs, Magwe wasr ible fc 
Rs, 3 lakhs, and Mandalay for over a lakh and a half of rupees. T 
Magwe is a return to the normal, last hea figures being exception . 
to litigation between owners of oil-wells. The decrease in the total value of ail’ 
suits 1s almost all accounted for by a fall in the value of suits in Distri¢t Courts 
from Rs, 11°08 lakhs to Rs. 5°30 lakhs. The number of suits digposed ' 
the year was 21,531, or 620 more than in 1915. Of the cases disposed of agi dey 
percent. were contested as against 23°28 in # 35. There wete 2,963 casep 
decreed ex-parte as against 2,937. The number of cases referred to arbitration , 
fell from 56 to 46. The percentage of plaintiffs’ success in contested cases was 
68 as against 67 in the previous year. The number of cases pending at the énd 
of the year was 2,197, as against 2,320 in 1915. Mandalay with $39 cases isthe — 
outstanding contribution. The cases that had been pending for over three montha =~ 
numbered 662 as against 674 at the end of the previous year. In both cones’ 
and uncontested cases the average duration rose, from 77 to 8oforthe former, and 
from 40 to 41 for the latter. % fs > | eee 

_ In Lower Burma the number of miscellaneous cases for disposal was 7,209 
against 6,778, the number pending at the end of the year being go! as against | 
825. In Upper Burma 2,079 miscellaneous cases were disposed of, and there 
were 9f@ cases poming at theientes te gms ai 11733 and 343 respec- 
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tively in the previous year. ‘Ihe number of applications for execu we the 
Courts was-39,252, as against 38,176, the number remaining pending at the end of — 
the year being 5,807, as against §,524. The amount cealized increased trom 

Rs. 20°80 lakhs to Ks. 22°44 lakhs an increase of Rs. 2°52 lakhs in courts in the 


interior being partly nullified by a decrease of Ks, 88 lakh in the Chief Court and = 





«+ 
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the Rangoon Small Causes Court. In Upper re the number of applications — 
for the execution of decrees that came before the Courts for disposal peti 6d et 
as against 12,351 in 1915, and the number remaining pending at the closeotthe 
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year 2,479, aS against 2,462 at the end of i985. [he toval realizations from 
execution of decrees was Rs. 4°68 lakhs, or Rs, 1"44 lakhs less than in a91§. “4 
_ The number of judgment-debtors imprisoned increased from 659 to 675 in Lower __ 
Burma and was 112 as against 114 in Upper Burma. The number arrested and 
released without imprisonment increasea in Lower Burma trom 1,824 t0°3,091) 
and in Upper Burma decreased from 1,095 to 17s. Sales of movable property _ 
in Lower Bais fell from 184 to 129, and in Upper Burma rose from 954 to 
409. Immovable property was sold in 1,749 cases in Lower Burma, andm 41g 
cases in Upper Burma, as against corresponding figures of 1,468 and 46% in the 
previous vear. ‘lhe number of insolvency petitions in Lower Burma bother a Bs 


maintained the marked rise shown in the previous’, the number of casey 
disposal increasing from 4390 in 1914, to 663 in 1gf§, and to 724in £916. tn Upper 
Burma there were 352 cases, as against 299 in the previous year. In Lower Burma 
190 petitions were dismissed and in Upper Burma 76. i ta 

- 61. The total number of appeals from decrees before the Courts in Lower jppeats 
Burma was 3,408, as against <toh in 1915. Appeals preferred in District Couns 
against the decrees of || ownship Courts increased from 1,617 to 1,701. Ofthese 
98 were summarily dismissed, as against 80 in 1915. The percentage of — 
confirmations was 63°58 as against 62°6, of modifications 8:2 as against 81, of 
reversals 25°3 as against 26°2, and of remands 2°§ as against 3°2,. lhe average 
duration, 54 days, was the same as in the previous year. The number of 
against decrees preferred in Divisional Courts decreased progressively from §57 in 
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reversals 19° S oaaeianan'y of remands 8'9 as 













i | pater to 147 da Miscellaneous before District 
* —G: ny at ah mj os agains 203 im the previous year and the number pending 
at the end of the year was 35 as 26. 






In U Burma the total number of appeals against decrees was 3,024, as 
Beko in the previous year. In District Courts there were 1 ,813 cases, of 

agit 457 were disposed of during the year, as against 1,773 and 1,456. respec- 
tively in the previous year. The average duration of appeals cose from 70 to 78 
Otte The number of cases in Divisional Courts increased from 24 im 1915 to a0 
ng a were disposed of the average duration decreasing from 8§ to 78 

appeals i in all courts numbered 261 as against 360 in 1915. 

ai 62. The number of suits instituted curing the year was 327, or z 5 less then 
nthe htt Suits for movable property fell from 165 to 139, and for immovahle 
y gto S4- Moctgage-suits fell by 8 to 45, the same number as in'1914. The 
Ke ate value was Rs. 21°71 lakhs as compared with Rs. 66°87 lakhs in 1985 . 
pr Rs, 57°83 lakhs in 1914. Thenumber of suits disposed of was 320, against 383 
iM 1915, and the number pending at the close of the year 266, against 260 twelve 
months earlicr. Of the suits disposed of, 107, OF 33°44 per cent. were gontasted, 
as agzinst, a84, or 43°04 per cent., in 191 5. The average d ration. of contested 
cases, 919., 343 days, remained the same as in the previous year, and that of 
uncontested cases was 207, as against 716 in 1915. FPlaintifis were. successful! i 
) _-9g'08 per cent. of the contested cases as agaist a corresponding figure of 75°5 in 
a | ihe previous year. The number of srles of immovable property w s 45, against 37 
Poa. «.. in 1915, and the total amount realized in execution of decrees was Ra. 6 08 lakhs, 
as against Rs. 6°53 lakhs, The number of cases disposed of under the Presidency 
ie _ Towns Insolvency Act was 223, as against 243 in 1915, and the number remaining 
ake pending at the close of the year 105, a8 against 110 in 1915. Siz casea were 
. Instituted.on the application of creditors. One handred and forty-eight debtors 
. pone co oe discharge, and in 63 cases applications for cischarge were dismissed 
@s adgudication orders annulled. The number of regular appeals instituted in 
Bet were agunst 
of was 
























» Chief Court was 360, as against 399 in 1915. Uf these 1301 
. Gage decrees and aoa appellate decrees. The number 

87, as against 619 in 19t5. Uf the number disposed of, 109 were 
‘Gecrees, and 278 from appellate decrees. The number of appeals. palling 
original and appellate decrees taken eth er fell from a vA 1914, %0 322 in 
va tO 29§ in the year of report. T @ average ducaiion of frst. fell 


m ays in 1915 to 315, the lowest: figure since : a and i aoe 
ap 347 days. to 250, which is the towesi | since 1910. .The 
d ees of Flonte courts and of the original side of the Chiel Cabin taken together, 
med in 63'47 per cent., reversed. in 23°97 per cent., modified m 568 
per bei and pean in 2°06 per cent. of the total number of appeale disposed 
a. The percentage of contirmation in 1915 was 64°t3. The of 
confirmationin appeals agamst original and appellate decrees wae respectively 
60°55 and 71°58 as against 61°93 and 65'0! in 1915. The oumber of cases 
me the Chief Court in. revision was 261 as compared with 391 in gig. ‘Lhe 
disposed of was 186, and the number penuing at the cna vi the year was 
oe as against minbrs.saeo, gures of 229 ana 62 in the previous year. There 
_ were 12 appeals before the Privy Council for disposal - the year including 9 
_. that were pending from the previous year. _ cases were decided during the year. 


i 63. The appellate work in the Court of the Judicial Commissioner, cousisted 
e'jodeal og 727 ma (including 34 : from the er year), a3 compared _ witb 
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oon id 5, appeais in 1918. ve hundred and eighty-four — were disposed of, as 
‘Ure aginst 500 in 1915, and the pending list at the close of the year consisted of 243 


compared wih 34§ in 1915. Of the cases decided, the share of work done 
bs the Additional Judge was about 43 per cent. or 206 appeals, The percentage 
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amet Tay 
of cupirwantiin was ‘So “painst Sto in 1ONs, 
days in 


sealgbere uk naan bino 455 a7 ics 
Ned ed ome from the 3 OF thie year, as = 
cations, Tespective this num MCBONE: TELS 
of and 100 rem unfinished at the clase of the year, a8 against 250 
167 ang om in 19 91s The percentace of confirmations was. oT 29, and 
the pos yet duration was days, compared with go’7s and 2§: days in the 
» About 9 per cents or 38 cases, were disposed of by the Ac = 
udge. i he last i. m, the number of suits instituted in Upper Burs ae 
was less Int half the number in Lower Burma, yet the namber of appeals héefore 
the Judicial Commissioner has been about the same as the number before the Chief 
Court. The number of applications for revision by the High Coart -has. been 
= mm Upper Burma. ‘his seems to point to the Upper Burman. being ssara 
tigious than the native of Lower Burma. Many of the casesin. beer eens une 
are of a petty kind, and before they are decided have cost the Rae: more stan: 
“— can ever hope to realize out of execution of the dectee. Red, 


inna Six x gentlemen were admitted as advocates of. the Chief Court, Lees ( 
ng the year, one as a first-grade pleader, & as second-grade pleaden 
third-grade pleaders, Seventeen first- jp: 11g. Second-grade,and 
437 PF al pleaders renewed their certificates during the year. ‘The rules Soe 
for admission 3 ota ttl of advocates were ame ct and Booey the Set seas SF vice 
the utt 
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65. No alterations of note were made i in wt wie of the Registraton ones 
Department ir, 1916. A new rule was added seiting oul the procedure to be 
followed by a Registenng Ofticer when he receives notice of revocation of a 

power of attorney, and consequential amendments were made to the rules thereby — 
affected. An amendment to Direction 39 makes an akgption:; in phe manner of 

hling fishery bonds. eo ee ae 


665. ‘The total number ofcom esis registrations affectin immovable property, Denk topo 
o8., 74,828 was the highest oneeeeed, matt | is 2,595 uesoess of the previous tered. 
year's figure. The excess is mainly due to arise in Upper Burma from i382 to to aia hy 
12,134. The aggregate value of the instruments registeredrose from Rs.8,19°84 
lakhs to Rs. 9,14°75 lakhs, about ivaif of the inciement bemg duc to a rise ze ou 
Rs. 58°24 lakhs to Ks. 1,10°78 lakhs in Upper Burma. Instruments of sale ofthe 
value of Rs. 100 and upwards rose from 25,521 to 3! 629, aod their value: from 
Rs, 3,4! 35 lakhs to Ks. 4,836 lakhs. ‘The most marked increases were A 
Rangoon Town, with an aggregate value of some Rs: 99 lakhs, as Re. 66 
lakhs in 1915, n Pegu with Rs. 4§ lakhs as against Rs. 95 lakhs, in Pyapon with © 
Re. 49 lakbaas against Rs. 20 lakh s, and n Minbu where the total value rose.from. 
por half a lakh of rupees to nearly Rs. 23 lakhs, in consequence of some oil- 

properties changing hands. Instruments of mortgage decreased irom. 43,qu9 1 
5 to 39,415 in 1916, there being a fall from 37,142 to 31,537 in Lower Burma 


es and a rise from 6,207 to 7,888 in Upper Burma. The aggregate value fell from 
_ Ks. 3,24°75 lakhs to Ks 3,09°08 hs in Lower Burmaand rose from Re. 32°67 
lakhs to Ks, 48'95 lakhs in 4: r Burma; so that for the whole Province the 


aggregate value, some Rs. 357 lakhs is practically the same as in the previous year. 
The ak in Upper Burma is again mainly due to dealings in oil-properties in 
Minbu. The number of optional registrations affecting immovable property rose 
from 150, involving a total value of Rs. 3°99 lakhs in 1915, to 864 4 one 
Rs. 5:90 lakhs in i916. Registrations affecting movable property increased 

8,160 to 8,416, but the aggregate value fell from Rs. 65°11 to Rs. 55°85 tabs 





REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. Dawley 
- @. lancome desived from registration rose from Rs. 2,44,907 in 1915 to ue 
2,46,987. The total expenditure was Rs. 1,16,203 as against Rs. 3,15,08 

amouned to 47 per cent. of the total income, the same as in the 








Joint Stock Companies. 


6B. Te :.:.gnation in company-promoting continued during the year. Onl 
Give new joint mat idakpactes: Vinten br share?, were registered during the 
year under the indian Companies Act (V II of 1913) with atotal authorize capital 


——_ 











of Rs. o2'10 lakhs. Six companies having an aggregate authorize capital of 
Ra, 37°80 Iskhs wound vp ther business during the year. One hundred and five 





| were working at the close of the year with an aggregate authorized 
apital of Rs. 974 lakhs as against :06 companies with Rs. 9i7 iakhs twelve 
months earlier. Of the new companies, all but Rs. 60,000 of the- aggregate 
authorized capital was accounted or by three companies. Of these Messrs. 








h Rowe & Co., an European firm of outfitters, accounted or Rs. 40 lakhs. One 
3 of the others was a Burman company to carry on banking and money-len mg 
a busmess in Akyab, and the third a wolfram-mining company. Thirteen companies 
4 increased their capital during the year; of these, one company increased’ its 
mn authorize subscribed and paid-up capital, five companies increased their paid- 

i. capital, and seven companies increased both their subscribed and paid-up capital. 
a total increase of paid-up capital was approximately Rs. 50% lakh Three 


_ Companies reduced their capital during the vear, all in the subscribed and paid-up 
/ capital. Five companies established outside British India, filed their pres ) 
under section 977 of the Act during the year, bringing the total number of 

_ companies registered to 134. One society under Act V of 1912 was registered 

_. during the year. The fees realised during the year amounted to Rs. 4,335 as 
on os 3.773 in the previous year. The cust of the separate caeabliotienatt ‘ 
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6. There are no Local B ards in Burma. The District Funds in Upper 
_ Borma and the District Cess Funds in Lower Burma are administered by the 
_ Deputy Commissioners of the Districts to which Sh ewe 3 Some account of © 
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them receipts and expenditure is given in Chapter V of this Report 





+ : ie Municipal Administratio: , | 

; 70. The ordinary income of the Rangoon Municipality for the year was 
Rs. 45°48 lakhs, against Rs. 44°19 lakhs in the previous year. The incidence of 
taxation and of income per head of population rose, from Rs.1!-11-9 and 
Rs. 1 Se-astespeoteely, in the previous year, to Rs. 11-14-10 and Rs. 1§-1§-4 in the 






year of report. There was no change in the number of Municipal taxes and the 
only change of rate was the enhancement, which took effect from the 1st Janaary 
1917, of the scavenging tax from 64 to 83 per cent. in one area to which the | 


system had been extended. ‘The regular revision of assessments cf buildings and 
lands was again suspended on account of the continuance of the war. The 
" gevisions undertaken were in res of 389 properties including 3 mills or factories, _ 
the owners of which submitted objections to the existing assessment. The number 
of new properties that came under assessment fell considerably, when compared 
| with the previous year, from 1,577 to 445, the lowest figure recorded during the 
RR pest five zoe. his fall is due to the curtailment of building operations owi 
; to the high cost of materials and the stringency of the mone caiiet The t 
number of properties separately assessed to taxation was 16,903. Objections to 
assessments were made in 769 cases. The assessments were confirmed in 410 
cases, reduced in 384, and enhanced m 9§ The agreement un er which the Port 















wae} ie ; | : ei a Lasse 
Trust paid, in Geu thas 6s/-aienatilatier abs cock one 

ying expired on the gous June 1916, nao 4 pa oe memes en | 
Port Trust would pay, by quarterly instalments, Rs, 1,67,000 pera 
of taxes on its property, until iuth time as a scheme can be ¢ 
the ass:a:~ ent of Port Trost property on an —— “bast. 
during: the year attended 28 fires, the smal 
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estimated Camage (0 property caused by fires was Ra. 1 lakh, re ohiche s | ie ‘hen 


the figure for any of the precedingten years. A single fire sckounten = 

. of rupees of the tctal estimated damage. There wasno change of importance in the 
lighting arrangements tor the town. The Half-Watt a a seo can nt 08 

| per hai installed last yore removed and 1 arc lam as » Feu 
arc lamps were replaced by Half-Watt lamps of. 1,000 | 

Rangoon 56 lamps were converted from high to low tension, 
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lamps in use was increased to a total of 788. No extensions ofr réden cr - . : 


water mains were made during the year. The new steel main was 
permanent use in 1916. Tocope with increasing consumption of wi 
the dry season, the size of the main plungers at the Yegu dea 
increased, and this alteration has increased the pumping» “ap 
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The total quantity of witer supplied to the town was 3,982 galt 

compared with 3,523 million gallons supplied during t e rf sie: : “sig rR 
average of about 11 million gallons per diem. In conservancy the principa 
work undertaken during the year was the altering and renewing — pf privat 
manholes and connections, preparatory to the paving of back drainage-spac 






New lairs sufficient to accommodate 500 ger Din! goats were a 


the slaughter-houses. The Veterinary Officer, on leave in England, visited 
some of the best equipped abattoirs there, and alterations to the slaughter-hoase 
in accordance with his recommendations will be undertaken as soon as funds 
permit. 't may te remarked that the Veterinary Officer found that the existing 
arrangements at R angoon compare very favourably with anything he saw i in England. 
The new pig slaughter-house at Kemmendine was brought into use in August 1916. 
No asphalte road-construction was undertaken during the year. A portion of the 
previous vear’s programme for stone sett paving, which could not be complete 
owing to the early advent of the monsoon, was carried out in the year of report 
A number of roads were feconstructed or repaired with macadam and simils 
materials. The expenditure on roads was Rs. 4°49 lakhs as against Seba) 
lakhs in the previous year. During the year the draft of a new Rar | 
Municipal Bill was considered at five special meetings, and Ba gece mb 

ing the opinions of the Municipal Committee was sen to the i 
Amendments were made during the year affecting byelaws relating to back 
drainage spaces, to the Municipal Election Rules, and to the use of inflammabk 
material in buildings. The revised byeiaws passed in the previous year for re; us 
lating the sanitary condition of dairies and places where milch cows are kept f 
profit, were not enforced as under the existing conditions it was impossible't 
obtain the necessary staff ard apparatus. The total number of births register 
during the year was 6,045, voonding Te a rate of 19°26 per mille of the ¢ 
population as against corres gures of §,791 and 18°63 for the 
year. The number of deaths, which in the preVious year was 8,515 
10,597, the rate per mille rising from 29'03 to 361g. The rate of i 
ity was 288 per mille as against 276in 1915-16. There were 1,921 cases of plague 
with 1,810 deaths as against 590 cases with 591 dee ee ae 

Deaths from cholera numbered 73 as against 99 in the previous eg peo 
was much more ‘sum st than in the previous year there recid 5 Gass cases and 
343 deaths as 18 cases and 94 deaths. Most of the cases oacwred in 
the first four i ae hs of 1916 and the epidemic was almost entrely confined to 
the poorest classes of Indians. Deaths from tuberculosis numbere 564 giving a 
death rate of 1°92 per thousand. 
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7%. The number of minor municipalities was 44, the same as in the 
year. There was no alteration in any municipal boandary. The amount raised by *!paikim 
taxation rose from Rs. 57°88 lakhs to Rs. 18°36 lakhs, and the average incidence 
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” at Akyab (Rs. 5-1-9), and lowest at Shwegyin (Rs.0-1§-6). 


REFOnT OM THE ADMENISTRATION OF BURMA iste 
le of taxation frow Rs. 2-9-5 to Rs. 2-10-4. The incidence of ization was 


gazes were imposed: a lighting-tax at Allanmyo-Ywataung, a taxon metor.yehicieg 
at Basemn, and a tax a bullock-carts kept within oan eae st Maaco 
A eenazal revision of the system of taxation was completed at Pakékku, wheret 
qneinod of assessment on rents! values was substituted for that based on area 
phe case of the house-tax, and tor assessment at fixed rates in the casa 
scavenging and latrine taxes. The rates for bullock-carts and hand-¢ 
geo revised. Systematic revaluation of property was carried out at Ma-ubi 
‘Moulmein. wlhx.e most of the taxes are assessed on the basis of annual rental 
-yalues, and in the latter town the rate of the tax on motor-vehicles was enhanced, 
The number of members of Municipal Committees increased by § to 65 of 
whom 199 were ¢-0/ficzo, 289 nominated, and gj elecicd membéss. - Qut of the 
total 56g, 200 were officials, and 365 non-officials, while there were 131 i gee 
and 43¢ Burmans, Indians and other ‘siatics. During the year the Lox 
~ Government had under consid ration the question of entrusting the administration 
of selected municipalities to non-official committees. Elected members. sat os 
ten committees only as in the previous year, although the elective svstem ts in 
force in :2 municipalities. General elections were held in five municipa 
 Akyab, Bassein, insein, Pegu and Toungoo. In two of those.towns there was no 
contest, and in one only one seat was contested, which seems to indicate a lack of 
Ant rest on the part WF atcne. There was a marked improvement in the 
general hea th of many of the municipalities. Twenty-five recorded a decreased 
‘mortality and only fifteen recorded an increase. The improvementin the health 
of the municipalities was most marked in the Upper Burma Municipalities, only 
two of which, Taungdwingyi and Yamathin, had an increased mortality. In the 
former town there was an abnormally high infantile death-rate, while in the latter 
there wasa serious outbreak at ague. Pyinmana also'suffered from an epidemic 
Of plague. There was a marked absence of epidemics in most of the other 
taunicipalities in Upper Burma, though Mandalay, Bhamo and Myingyan recorded — 
“a considerable number of deaths from plague. In Mandalay deaths from plague 
dropped from 1,933 to i+ while cholera, which caused 736 deaths in the precede 
ing year, —— y disappeared. The health of the town improved in other . 
pespects also and the death-rate declined from’72°46 to 42°30 per mile. 
Jn about half of the total. number of municipalities in Lower Burma there was 
adecreased mortality. Plague was fairly general, and there were serious epidemic 
at Bassein, Prome, Ngathainggyaung, Toungoo, Paungdd and Thénzd. At 
Bassein, in addition to the plague, there was an outbreak of cholera, which carried 
off 79 persons. Kyaiklat also suffered from epidemics of both these diseases. 
Cholera was much less prevalent general! ly than in the preceding year and wad 
confined to Lower Burma excent for a few isolated cases. There were outbreaks — 
of small-pox, none of them serious, in sixteen municipalities. Beti-beri was mo 
severe in Akyab than in the previous year. The two recurring grants of aiz lakhs 
of rupees for urban sanitary improvements, together with refunds of unutilised 
grants of previous years amounting to Rs.2°53 lakhs, were fully allotted to the 
vanous municipalities and towns. The schemes for which these grants were 
made are noticed in Chapter VI of this put There was a rise from Rs 3°70 
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lakhs to its. 3°88 lakhs in expenditure on public safety. The chief contributors to 
the increase were the Kyaiklat Municipality, which purchased « fSisc- engine and 
accessones at a cost of Rs. 5,615, and the Pegu and Allanmyo-Ywataung Munici- 
palities, which spent respectively Rs. $75" ang Rs. 3,584 more than in the previous 
year on street lighting. A destructive fire occurred in a cotton-mill at Myingyan, 
the damage caused being estimated at about a lakh of rupees. Considerable 
damage was caused by fire at Akyab, Basse, and Mandalay. The total expendi- 
fure on water-supply amounted to Rs. 4°16 lakhs, or Rs. 25,753 less than the 
amount incurred in the previous year. The water-distribution scheme at 
Letpadan, which was to have been completed during the year, had to be postroned 
on account of the high prices of materials. Total capital outlay amounted to 
Rs. $49 lakhs, of which a sum of Rs. 2°39 lakhs was spent on the Pegu water- 
supply scheme alone. Although the dam for collecting the water in connection 
















wit this cobeme has heen complet xe, some flaky i 
procuring the pipes necenary for 
3 poate 27 améthin water-su aelie ah ich & eum ¢ 






expended. Estimates are to be framed for schemes which - 1, i is: 
finally solve the water problem at Basse and Pakdkku. A tube | well wa 
at a::.7d8 et considerable expense, but water was not found « t as : 
ato feet. ¥ further Eine has es been made for sinking anctber is Suni 
experinents at Taung i and Pyinmana also failed. At Myit gyan hows 
tube wells have been successfully sunk, and are said to give aa abundant su 
of potable water, At Th6énzd the maintenance of the water-supply has invot 
a foes of Rs. 5,000 annually to the Municipal Fund, owing to the ext 
inadequate and expensive distribution system. At S , Messrs. The Burma 


Ov Company, Limited, generously lent their drilling L pe free nah ‘chas 


hed at war rates the length of p artesian ¥ 
Total expenditure on drainage be Re. tie a of which eee 160 
represented capital outlay and Rs. 22,428 charges on account of astablahr 
repairs, ete., st Rs. 91,486 and Rs, 38,510, respectvely, in the pr 
ear. The bulk of the capital outlay was incurred at Akyab, ps ngoo, 
fandalay. At Akyab, drains in two areas were almost comp »b i 
length of new drains up to 26,194 running feet. The dra 


HT 















however, proved more expensive than was originally estimated, and sith the 


remaining areas has been suspended while proposals for financing the scheme | 


are under consideration. At Toungoo, the second section of the 





eeeme i is in hand, the first section having been completed, The Shwedaurg: a 


drainage scheme at Moulmein, which had been in abeyante : 
the difficulty of obtaining an estimate of its cost, has now been « 


abandoned. The expenditure on conservancy advanced slightly from Ra. @ r6lakhs ae 





to Rs. 8:29 lakhs. The conservancy arrangements in most towns ate etl 
defective and inadequate, and the primitive system of cess-pit Ietrmes i@ not 
uncommon. Several committees are experimenting with the erobic-filter type for 
public laitnnes. Existing concervancy methods are in many cases 

but the introduction of new systems is necessanly costly, and redical improve- 





ments can rarely be financed by municipalities from th einen resources, 4 | 
Le . te schemes reported — @ year were made poss qutuxie 
hus, The B fas 





at Syriam, Messr urma Oi) Company, Limited, ae 
paring septic-tank latrine accommodation for 3,000 coolies who at pregent 


reside in the town, while Provincial grants amounting to Rs. 3 1 fr oooand Rs. Rs 57898 : 


respectively, were given towards conse vancy schemes at 
Charges on account of health officers and sanitary inspectors gm oo almost 
stationar . Expenditure on hospitals and dispensanes amounted to Rs. 7°86 takbs 
as compared with Rs. 6:09 lakhs in the previous year. The increase was most 
marked in the wnunicipaiities of Pepu, Toungoo and Tavoy, all of which received 
Government grants, the first two for the construction of new hospitals, and the 
third for the construction of a special ward of 20 beds to ac ater 
from the mines. At_Akyab and Myingyan the expend ture showed an increase 
of over Rs. ,000. Expenditure on markets and s aughter-houses declined from 
Rs. 4°98 la to Rs. 3°36 lakhs. In the previous year the total was swollen by 
the construction and the extension of bazaars at Sandoway, Paungd®, and 
Wakéma. This year the only important increase under ths head was at 
ae where certain san tary improvements to the bazaar were cammed oct. At 
y, a range of godowns was constructed at a cost of over Rs. $3,000, but 
mae other Spocnes found the cost of mater als for constructing new build- 
rake prohibitive. Expenditure on public works fell from Rs. 8:98 lakhs to Rs. 8:54 
As in the previous year, the major enue of the expenditure (Re. 6,19,777) 
was on roads. Four baiiolpaliies, yaukpyu, Shwegyin. Shwebo and “Ménywa, 
spent less than Rs. 1,000 under this latter head. Expenditure on instruc: 
tion totalled Rs. soy lakhs aganst Rs. 2°14 lakhs last year. 
with a reso ution passed at a conference held on the jist July 1916, the 
administration of certain branches of Vernacular education has been entrusted 
to Divisiona} Boards, and expenditure on Vernacular education is tobe bome by 
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ever, were unsuccessful, Eight towns, ‘ 






decided therefo 
education gradually in these municipalities, with effect from 1918-9. 
mir*--um percentages of annual municipal assignments to the respectiv 
funds have been fixed under section 3 of the Burma Municipal Act so as to 
complete the transfer by 1922-23. The chief defects brought to notice by the 
annual audit of the accounts of municipalities were dela the preparation of 
assessment rolls and in the collection of taxes, irregular mair tenance of stock-books, 
double payments, and failure to take proper action on audit instructions. Embez- 
ziements by the collecting staff were discovered at Moulmein, Gyobingauk 
and Minhla. They were rendered possible by neglect of the rules for 
the collection’of taxes. = ! 
There were 20 notified areas as in the previous year. The total income, 
excluding opening balances amounting tu Rs. 3°49 lakhs and extraordinary 
receipts amounting to Rs. 15,972, was Rs. 9°84 lakhs as compared with Rs. 8°29 
lakhs in the previous year. The incidence of taxation and of income rose from 
Rs. 2-4-5 and Rs. 7-12-8, to Rs- 2-5-8 and Rs. 8-15-6, respectively, The 
incidence of taxation in Maymyo rose from Rs. 8-8-6 to Rs. 9-0-1, a figure 
igher than that of any municipality (except Rangoon) or any other notified area. 
Eleven Town Funds closed with balances exceeding Rs. 10,000, and the balances of 
five of the funds were larger than the expenditure during the year. On the other 
hand, | peut area ‘a ome mare to the other rete werhogs with a 
balance of Rs, 17-3-5 only, thereby failing to maintain the prescribed mmimum. 
early one-third of the total expenditure of this Town Fund was under “ Hospi 
pha Dispensaries.” In the case of several notified areas the explanation of the low 
_.-- @&penditure isto be found in the postponement, till materials are cheaper, of 
‘fae ere for which funds have been accumulated but which are not of rgency. 
‘The Kalaw water-supply scheme was completed oeeee the year a poral Com: 
_ pletely successful. A tube-well was sunk at Minhla pt is to yield a 
supply of water. Attempts to sink tube-wells at Zigén and Meiktila, how- 
igwa, Nyaunglebin, Zig6n, Minbla, 



































. . _ Shwedaung, Danubyu, Yenangyaung, and Pyawbwa, suffered from plague, while 





n 
_Kyénpyaw there were outbreaks both of plagued cholera. The Town Committee 
of Maymyo, in the hope of solving the difficult problem of apure milk supply, 
_ Showed much enterprise in starting an experimental dairy farm, which is said to 
be paying its way. | ; | 





92. The improvements to the landings at the Alguada Reef Light-house 
were nearly completed and those to the China Bakir Light-house c« ; 
The light-ship ‘“‘ Danidaw’' stationed at the Baragua Flats and the “ Kalagauk” 
at the Krishna Shoal were brought in turn to Rangoon for the overhaul, 
i replaced during their absence by the relief vessel ‘ Martaban.” The light 
on the ‘ Kemmedine ” stationed at the Spit was shut down from March 1917. 
The China Bakir light was altered to a flashing white light, burning paraffin instead 
of cocoanut oil as hitherto, and was exhibited on the 7th December 3916. During 
the hey the ; re eh " was moored off the edge oe pore gs a 
3 miles due east of the light-house, exhibiting a temporary light ing a whi 
flash every forty seconds. The RIMS. “Mayo ” was the station vessel during 
the year and cared out all reliefs in connection with light-houses and li ips. 
Owing to the irre steamer service to Akyab, advantage was taken of her visits to 
that port to ship Public Works Department stores, specie, etc. She was absent from 
the station for two periods performing services required by the Government of India 
in the Military Department. There were no deaths at any of the light-houses and 
the health of the light-keepers, both European and Indian, and of the crews of the 
light-ships, was good, except at China Bakir and measures were taken to relieve 
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the crew there every month 
Sata tedor lin, vee 


PubletWorks Deg Depauisent f ib Rs. 10,798. | | 
oil cil ieoemnod by y, Rab,79 that on gt 
The rate at which coast ight does are leviable under 
meet been raised from one anna and one pie to © 

barden with effect fre-ath> 1st May 1916, th 
toes rose 7 from Rs. 3:96 lakhs in 1915-16 to 
of report. These amounts do not include the annua | 
paid by the Port Commissioners, Rangoon, towards the Spit i 
annual gro forma account of the Burma coast-light dues 
Rs. 2,15,855 on the year’s totes as against a loss of Re. nf 
previous year. ig , 

| ee Sc ies 
73. The revenue accounts of the * Cormmsisiiones of the Port of | angoon f 
ns ear 1916-17 showed a surplus of Rs. 5°14 lakhs. The seceipts were Re. gga 
lakhs, as against Rs. 45°37 lakhs in the previous year, while expenditure 1 
slightly from Rs. 39°85 lakhs to Rs. 3999 lakhs. Of the surplus Be : 
were transferred to the depreciation and replacement, and fire and f 
leaving a balance of Rs. 3:14 lakhs to be carried forward to the ne 
account. At the close of the ba the capita! debt of the Port amow 
Rs. 299 lakhs. Securities which cost Rs. 51°89 lakhs are held at ons credit 4 
the sinking fund. Expenditure on capital account during the year fell to Rs, 2,443. 
A special reserve fund was created during the year to meet the depreciation in the 
value of securities held on account of the three resegve funds. A sumof one | 
of rupees was transfefred to th s special reserve fund, | | 
to the revenue reserve fund, Rs. 1°24 lakhs to the fire od, 
and Rs, 2°06 lakhs to the depreciation and replacement fund. Atthe close of t re 
year the face value of the securities held by the three reserve funds and the = eae: 
special reserve func was Ks. 36°7 lakhs. The Customs returns shen that 84°18 pe Pees 
cent. of the foreign and coasting trade of the Provine through Rangoon, — 
_ Of the imperts 55°6 per cent. were landed on the Commissioners’ remises 4 
44°4 per cent. landed on private premises or discharged into i essels 
river-borne. Of the exporis 16°5 per cent. were shipped from the Comsnias 
premises. The inland river-borne trade over the Commi ” premises 
amounted to 720,309 tons as against 717,655 tons in 191 5-16 and 663,097 tons m 
1914°15. The total revenue of the traffic department was Rs. 22° a6 takh a - 
decrease of Rs. 52,595 on the figures for the previous year and the ex 38 CNN 
exciusive of en expenditure was Ks. 8° 5 lakhs as against Rg. 8°75 | page Seng ine. 
previous Fda The total expenditure 01 the engineering deparimcut was Rasa 
lakhs. aly m nor new works and the usual maintenance and repair works were 
undertaken. The greatest sinkage along the top of the river wall in the sevea 
months ending January 31st was &% inches and the average 4% inch. There has 
been a slight settlement ef the apron in two places. It is estimated that nearly 
a millon and a half tons of silt were deposited inthe embayment behind the wail 
dur ng the year. in places the silt is two feet higher than the top of the wall, or 
about a foot below the average bigh water mark, and thick grass and shrubs are 
Srowing over a great part vf the area. Excluding Government veaseis, 996 
‘Steamers with a total net registered tonnage of 2,064,091 entered the pak a 
fous of 95 steamers and 109,448 tons as compated with the previous year, 

1,005 vessels with a total registered tonnage of 2,081,444 left the he por 

g operations were successful and a channel with a minimum ae 
san ° eens was ma ntained through the dry season, During the year. 
had, owing to insufficient water, to complete their loading below the Hastings, “yore 
11 incoming vessels be ng unable, for the same reason, to enter, were detained 
below the Hastings. Complete new surveys of the river bed from the harbour 
beacons, Syriam, to the Hmawun beacon, and from sand 098 Point to Fairway 
buoy were completed. Eleven members of the staff proc ed on war sefvice during 


e year, 
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REPORT ON THE ADKINISTRATION OF sunsA. 


The Rangoon Pilot Fund opened with a balance of Re. 25 8c 
A othe amounted to Rs. 2 wet “y 
2 cit balance of Rs. 8,980. The 


; ; ! 8. 2°21 
er oe a Fa i Ke pilotage fees decre irom Re. 7 lao i 
: and the payments to pilots from Rs. 2° ou. to | 
ilot service was well maintained during the year, ‘only two cases of ¢ 
, one twcive hours which was ~~ to the arrival of a T 
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1 fund was again not pa oe 
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on the pay of his grade olus a gre command 
op bof Rtn whe at Basra, who i ao racelve aie 


he 
tlhe 


r 


: ; = oe ‘the Local ¢ nment but at the end of the yeas | it had not been approved. = 


Minor ~ 5 ‘Recluding the Rangoon Port Trust, there are six ports in. the Previnos, “ 


a Akyab, K Bassein, Moulmein, Mergui and Tavay, in which Post 
pe Funds: ae : sain The total receipts and expenditure of these funds were 


at Rs. 4°25 lakhs and Rs. 4°99 | , as compared with Rs. 4°og lakhs and Ks. ae : 


lakhs respectively in the previous year. The increase in receipts. 


| * _ Moulmein, Akyab, and Tavoy. The last-named fund was, however, nat in Zz : 
: ee) to. Psa during the | Lar the fall Public. comes ae etapa is 








‘in noes ton ten wei nd years. — ewoal instalments and interest 
orich tell due on the rst April 1915, 1st April 1916, and tst April 1917, 





> Bead was unable to pay the annual instalment on the loan of Re 65,000 in addition 

- to earrying out. urgently needed improvements to the port, the Government of India 

~ ganctioned the extension from ten to fifteen years of the term of the loan, and the 

- postponement till the 24th February 1919 ot the ~posreee ore instalments of 
‘principal. Interest due on the loan up to the 24th February 1917 has been 

At the end of the year the Moulmein and Tavoy Port F lion Bes : 
- Government Ks. 70,313 and Rs. 68,336 respectively. Outside Rangeon ther 
ase pilot funds at Akyab, Bassein and Moulmein. These funds 8 their 
income from pilotage fees and the «xpenditure consists mainly of cost Po esa 

i 


in aE 


: tenance of pilot vessels and payments to pilots. yas Siena 
three pilot tunds decreased fabtly from Ks. 18g lakhs to te ect ol the 


 Smpenditure rose at Akyab and Mou!mein but fell at Bassein; and in each oes 
the closing balance showed a decrease. Port Officers appuinies by Goverment 


60 that four of the seven members shall be Britiah subjects or subjects of any 
State in India. They will be as far as possible representative of the various mercan- 


tile interests, and at eat one of them will be a burman or an Indian, 


Commercial 76. The number of vessels entering ports in Burma increased further from 


chipping 4,873 in 1915¢16 to6,095, but their aggregate ton again fell from 2,927,512 § tons 
to 2,708,301 tons. Siandarly while the number of vesaaia clearing pieveenne ten 


4,244 to 5,031 the tonnage fell from 2,949,902 tons to 2,707,365 tons. The total. 


om the Port Commissioners, were seconded, This procedure — Pesce rie ce 
ommissioners to grant sub, pro tem. promotions in the various grades. Ascheme - 
¢ the im t of the hnances of the pilot fund was under consideratign * ) 


. 26,909, were however paid by the fund in June 1917. As the Tavoy Port | 
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rammber of entries of vessels enh org de ae with an averag 
tonnage of 1973 tons, mel engages with 421 vessels 9 # we tonhage 
mrt te <a. agzan 460 vessels with 
t 1,404 (one, ag yess on avers 
tons. Of these sailing ehips rose from <7 to 224, ' 
desbned eats a a, bai be mpc ig Ra 
were 33 wit a tonnage of 738,045 tons, as a 
py? a 608,966 tor:, ar: the shnileite 304 with a: 
pole es a tonnage of 756,850 tons. 1 
pris 2° ge from fell from 5 with a tonnage of 8,34 
of 3,190 tons. The total number of vessels which enter 
of the Province was 5,530 aggregating 1 18149" tons, as 
aggregating 1,972,898 tens and 4,952 vessels of 
against 31 4 veseeis of 8,032,165 tons in the prece ra ‘he oampber ¢ 
entries of sailing craft increased from 3,674 in 1915-16 to 4435 in tee ro 
report, andthe tonnage from 77895 tons to 123,961 toms, © eg toe 
sailing craft rose from 2,889 to 3,855 and the tonnage from 70,669 
107,974 tons. The considerable decline in the naalier of both eutrances and 
clearances of steamers observed in the previous year continued i in the year of 
report, 1,105 steamers entering with a tonnage of 1,696,130 tons, aod 1,097 
clearing sith a tonnage of 1,645,250 tons, as against entrances of 1,476 steemars 
with ato of 1,895, 063 tonsa d clearances of 1,495 steamers with a tents 
of 1,961,4 tons in 1915-16. Of the vessels engaged in whe be m . ’ s 
steamers with a tonnage of 1,321,028 tons entered + ap ei be as comp ' 
782 steamers with a tonnage of 1,373,434 tous in. the 
Ly et with a tonnage of 1,236,247 tons c ay 
tonnage of 1,427,808 tonsin 1915-16, while 166 sailing sh 
tons entered as against 113 with a tonnage of 7,916 teas ymge 
of £8951 tons cleared, as against 113 witha tonnage of 8.521 tons in the | roveRe 


i 









Of the 565 steam and sailing vessels that entered the ports. of the Provan 
from foreign ports during the year, 387 or 68 per cent. few British coloara: 
the 178 vessels flying foreign co ours fs wer Dutch, 54 japanese, 49 Not wegian 
6 Chinese, 3 Russian, 2 Swedish, s American, one ‘each French, Gre ck, ltawan, 
and Spanish, and 3 foreign native craft. In the previous yess. ct ‘the 43 
vessels entering 325 or 77 per cent. flew British colours, and of the 96 @ 
foreign colours 40 were japanese, 32 Norwegian, 19 Dutch, 3 Swedish a ds 
Chinese. The number of arrivals of foreign vessels thus imoreased by 85 pe 
cent., ge the 1 aby 4 far as the Dutch, tte and Jap Panose COMUAD & 
conce were | §3 an r cent. respective n the coasting | 

vessels, as against 1,272 A pa year, few Britsh colours, and ay as 
against 75 flew foreign colours. The number. of native craft rose from. 2,000 te 
3,428. In the foreign trade of Rangoon 184 vessels entered under British urs 
a8 agaimst 233, and 153 under foreign colours as against 89 in 698 a6 Of t 


o 


latter 52 were Dutch as against 18, 49 Japanese as agamst 37, 96 N ren al 
mick 2, 6 Chinese be nst 2, and 3 Russian, 2 Amancam to | 
rench, Spanish, Swedish "rock and italtan, against none im the posntrog oe 
In the coasting trade of Rangoon 699 British vessels, including 166 native craft, 
and 122 foreign vesseis, entered, as against 807 British including 109 naiive. oialt, 
and 87 foreign vessels in 1915- 16. the foreign comprised s9 as agai 
39, 47 Breda as against 54, 9 Norwegian as against 2, 4 TRieves as against 
wedish as against 1, 1 American as aguinst none and- ne Dae as 
aguinat 1 in the previous year. 
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77. During the year there were 9 accidents to shipping in the af er weap 


Rangoon as compared with 13 in the previous year. None wes serous w lecaly 22 
four occurred while the vessel was in charge of a pilot or assistant harbour master. 
Tt-was not found necessary to take action Hy y ainst any of the officers concerned. 
A special court of enquiry was constituted at Rangoon under the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act to investigate the vause of the stranding and total loss of the 


me 





bs 


7 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. 


" Zaregstrian” on the agth September 1916 in Nga Yot Bay, about 38 milesto 
igs of the Oaece tale Epigieh River. Thecourt held thet the stranding 
. | 


due to boorma! north-easterly current following on a cyclo 
raptain wits not guilty of negligence, but that the pore officer, by not 
look-out, rec 

ked 








that the — 

| ae 
ially contributed to the bags 
Was 


" that his certificate be nded for nine months. Shortly after the enquiry 


completed the second officer met with an accident, being knocked down by a 
par = and having both his legs fractured above the knees. in these circum- 
stances and in view of the fact that the court did cot consider itself justified in 
espending the certificate, the Lieutenant-Governor did not consider that the 
certificate should be suspended. | 


78. The Royal Indian Marine vessel, “ Sladen” was laid up in ng, np Bo 
be utilized forservice as examination ship, until February 1917, when she was 
for that purpose. The ‘“Bhamo” carried by river about 2,600 troops and 


_ followers, besides women and children, convicts, trans animals, ammunition, 


| and 2,100 tons of stores. The total earnings fell from Rs. 2°19 lakhs to — 
Ks. 34,388. Three steam-launches and 8 motor-launches were added to the 
Government flotilla during the year. The Government of India during the year 


impre 1 steam-launch, 3 motor-launches, 1 steam barge, 2. 


a 
flats and 3 terminal pontoons for service in Mesopotamia in addition to the 6 


_ steamelaunches, 1 steam-cutter, and I dredger and terminal pontoon impressed 


boat, aii 
‘I pony-boat, and 1 rock-smasher. There were also 2 steam-launches under 
hire to Government during the whole of the year, and | motor-launch from 


in the previous year. One motor-launch, being unserviceable, was sold. At the 

Close of the year there were, in Upper and Lower Burma, 99 steam-launches, 3 

steam iekeckie motor-launches, :3 house-boats, i flats, 7 barges, » water- 
t- 


ships, 3 dredgers, 2 buoy-vessels, 2 imooring-boats, 3 car 


September onwards. During part of the year 2 launches were taken away from 


_ the Districts to which they belonged for military patrol between the Hastings 


Hi 


‘shoal and the mouth of the Rangoon River. The total earnings of Government 


vessels for the year amounted to Rs. 7°06 lakhs as against Rs. 6°52 lakhs in the 
revious year. The Police, Telegraph, Customs ie other boats in the vasious 
Districts wer in good condition and fully employed. One cutter of the ws 100 
house Subdivision was swamped off Alguada Reef in May 1916. Eleven launct: 
were docked at the patent slip in Mandalay. The wood and coal depdts con- 
tinued to supply requirements and the arrangements carried out by the Forest 
Department for the supply of wood fuel were satisfactory. The value of the 
stores received in the store godowns at Rangoon, Mandalay and Bassein was 
Rs. 1°7 lakhs, and the value of stores issued Rs. 2°01 lakhs. The outtum of work 
at the Marine Workshop, Mandalay, was valued at Rs. 63,c88 as against 
Rs. 66,093 in the previous year. The cost of repairs to vessels and works camed 
out at the Government workshop, Rangoon, amounted to Rs. 595 lakhs = ee 
Rs. 3 lakhs in the previous year, the increase of Rs. 2°95 lakhs zene 2 
repairs uty, His 





4 


airs to a number of ly-owned launches employed on mili 
jesty’s vessels patrolling the Bay of Bengal, to the fitting-up of vessels for 
Mesopotamia and also to work done in connection with the defence of Rangoon. 


79. The suction dredger ‘“Curmorant” was requisitioned by Government 
and despatched to Basra in May 1916. After her departure the Monkey Point 
channel showed signs of deterioration but opened up to the normal depth during 
the rainy season. In the dry season, however, the channel again commenced to 
silt up rapidly and it was decided to use the dredger ‘' Pelican” to drag the 
channel during the ebb tides. This proved successful, as the channel graduall 
improved and a minimum depth of 14 feet of water was maintained throug 
the dry season, The dredger “Frederick Fryer" was hired from Government 
and commenced dredging operations on the western approach to the Danidaw 
reach, but the apparent results did not come up to expectation. The paddle- 
steamer " Firefly’ when not on other duty, was also employed towing a drag 
over this locality during the ebb tides. Every possible endeavour was made 






















maintain & prc of water in sae es 
* Carmorant,” and with a fair measure of “ee 
vessels had, owmg to insufficient water, { “ . 
Hastings, as compared with 39 in the 


could wot enter the harbour owing to 
the Hastings, as against 2 in 1918-6. Ther 
t t the year with the exception of 
; s ate but shows an improvement on tas year’s 
“ Hastings" dcedeed 83,600 tors during the year at the | 
Kanaungto Creek. Complete new surveys of the river bed iron 
beacons, Syriam, tothe Hmawun beacon, and from Elephant Point to i 
were taken ir hand and completed. The area was sounded, , ae 
detail put in and corrected up to date, and the sheets new! ed. Harbour 
works inciuded the construction of a wharf at Pare ea = a and 
improvements to the Naukle wharf at Mergui ‘the ce pile jetty = 
at Kangyidaung in the Bassein District, and the . 
Thayagon and Thayaukmyaik in the aeeeny: a 
ogress waS made cn the construction of a jetty at 
Paret, and some piles were screwed and br: 
Pauktaw in the Akyab District. In the Tavoy District materials w 
for the extension of the landing stage at —* whilethe forwa 








at Kyetsabyin jetty at Tavoy was extended. x Mae ets 
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CHAPTER IV. 3 
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 





RErEsencrs— 


Season and Crop Report of Burma for the year ended the goth June 1917, 
< —— a the Department of Agriculture, Burma, for the year ended the goth Jone 


same on tl Civil Veterinary Department (including the Insein Veterinary School), Berm, for he 
: year ended the gist March 1917. 5 
BY, Report on the Lard Revenue Administration of Burma during the year ended the goth June 1927, 

ir the working of the Co-~wperative Societies Act in Burma for the year ended the goth June 


aa Administration Report of the Public Works Department, Burma (Irrigation) for the year 1956-17. 
_ Agricultural Statistics of Indix, Volume I, 
_ Aves and yield of certain Principal Crops in India. 
Annual Report of the Agri-Horticultural Society of Burma for the year 1916. 
‘Report on Forest Administration of Burma for the year 1916-27, 
Report on the Census of Burma, 1911, 
Report on the working of the Indian Factories Act, 1931, in Burma for the year 1916. 
Report on the Maritime Trade and Customs Administration of Burma for the official year 1916-37. 
Annual Satement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of Burma with Foreign Countries and 
Indian Ports for the official year 1916-17, Part |, Foreign Trade, and Part 11, Coasting Trade. 
Review of the Trade of India. : 
Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of British India with the ne Bone 
and Foreign Countries, Volumes I and II. 
_ Annual Statement of the Coasting Trade anu Navigation of British India, 


Report on the Transfrontier Trade of Burma and the adjoining foreign countries during the year 


 1gtén7 and the triennial period ending 3tst March 1917. 


Administration Report of the Public Works Department, Burma, Buildings and Reems Branch, 
flor the year 1916-17, 
State Attract for Brioh India, Volumes I and t, 
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Agriculture. 


“| 


Bo. The oceupied area of the Province in 1916-17 was 18,352,382 scree the 


increase (136,977 Bee hela dtietatty Yeon Tilt that Af the 
| 977 | ices) ing slightly previous year. 


eG afea, 3,937,780 acres, of which a littie over one-sixth isin Lower Burma, — 
was nearly § per cent. less than in 1915-16 and in all etait 28 per cent. 
laa Somalia “ates: The cultivated area increased by 2 per cent. 
14,414,526 acres and the matured area by ets actes of 4 per 
13,744,906 acres. ‘The gross cropped area, is the cultivated area plus t 
area cropped more than once, eiieded by by 247,917 acres. The area 
more than once has gone up by 53,605 acres to 626,553 acres, the most — 
striking increase being of 18, wares in Bake late rains alwa 
stimulate second cropping on with early sessamum, The figures: 


RS 


re. 






for the cultivat rated, are, the gross cropped sre, and fo the matrd ate, ea 
In the cieal Lone Berens Diewsicts in whie! tice is the main orop, thees 
ras a oases ‘Of ny acen  the cued re bs eotipading 
icts report an increase, t n wast | 
Seeiese with a total i increase of over 50,000 acres, due to revision 
areas as a result of s in Bassem and M ya. Steady extension 





cultivation was the cause of a notable increase in Pegu, while in Hanthawadily the 
coionisation area of Kad6nbaw was responsible for an increase of 4,000acres. The 
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729,837 acres while fron 
The iSivwed area fell by 221,909 acres, there being a decrea 
except Shwebo, Thayetmyo and Katha. The cultivated | 
205,174 acres, there being a slight decracse in three Distnots a 
distributed rise in the others. tailed. area was less by 190,004 
in the previous year. Only three Districts showed an increase inf 
the largest increase being in Sagaing with a total failed area 
Shwebo was the District with the largest area, 1 14,088 acres, ¢ 
acres than the failed area in 1915-16. The activity Of new 
valley in the Myitkyina District, Gurkha settlers near 
Chinese in Bhamo gives ground for hopes of considerable sion i 

The area under rice was 10,669,821 acres, be ; gO acres 
over the corresponding area m 1915-16. The area under wheat was 47, 
The fact that the area under this crop has doubled smce 1919-4 pomts 
growing belief in its possibilities. In the year of report the area mcrenséa by 

,$56 acres, two-thirds of which were in the I_ower Chindwin District. Minbu, whie 
grows the best wheat in the Province, is reportedto contain Gttle snitable sou ; 
unnrigated areas. Experiments on a small scale in Tharray nd Amberst ma 
ultimately prove important. The area ander millet, which has been declining sinc 
1908-09 principally as a result of damage done by the pwindyw parasite (5 
/utea), but also in part owing to economic causes, showsa slight recovery, & 
under red millet being up by 10,70§ acres to 462,88o acres, arid that 
millet by 19,388 acres to 203,257 acres. The culjyalion of red mul 
small scale in Minbu and Henzada is noted as heving begun. There 
cally no change in the area under early sestanmm. The area under 
sessamum rose by 17,765 acresto 361,249 acres, Gramdpat did oct resove 
from the set-back it received fast year and the area cultivated is al 
High prices have continued to stimulate the expansion of the 
has risen from 532,671 acres in 1914-15 to 662,869 acres 
beans, principally the small variety. known as ped ¢, fo 
hse prices ‘high, replaced red beans to a conmdera 

ave helped the recovery in cotton but the increase in arta of 
92 ,401 acres has by no.means brought back the figures to the. 
years. The tobacco area, which fluctuates mamwly according to 
river, increased by over 5,000 acres. Chillies and omons : 
14,000 and §,000 acres respectively, on account of 
prices. Sugar-cane shows a little improvement especially i 
will doubtless be mamtained when a sugar-factory, at 
construction at Kyidaun in that District, 
rubber, 59,357 acres 57,843 acres last year, shows 


Sx. In the irrigated area the season was by 
floods and was on the whole distinctly more favoural | 





r 






previous years. In most Districts the rafhfall was 
of water in Shwebo and agen ia the beginning 
puree ee ‘ area is small except in 

tle variation m the figures except m Toungoo, 
27,295 acrea, due to more accerate statistics under the 
Burma, which bas five~sixths. of the irrigated area, tl 
decrease mm the cropped area in any Distnct, while large incr 
in Meiktila, Y. and Minbu. The irrigable area rose by 
1,691,674 acres and the gross irrigated area, which includes 31,459 
more than once has risen by 117,168 acres .to 1,304,403 acres. 







Rice is the 
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f opened during the year, but many si 
saeaes and extended and the number of wells used for the: 
of crops like onions shows a steady inc ease. As regards further developmen 
it Ts (::ed that in Shwebo water will be available in 1918 for a Bao Fi area from 
the You Canal on which work is row proceeding. In Yamdthin, gauge-readin: 
scheme at Nyaunggaing have been ri urable, an 

Same District a proposed work at Kabagyi, ae would affect ry consider 
py has been ‘nspected and favoui zably reported on 


2. There was no Panties in the superior staff of the Agricultural Dep, 
ment daring the year, The sanctioned appointments of third Deputy Director a 
of Agricultura) Botanist remained vacant. Fiv tural Assistant 
ete recruited during the year as well asa District Agriculturist to rep aCe 
-* who'had resigned, The five new Ag icultu al Assistants entered on their traini 
ae ‘Hoawbi. At the close of the year four of them went to the Agricult 
College at Poons where they will undergo a three years’ course in scien : 

culture. The fifth who had already passed a year at Poona was tra 
2 5s . to ith the Assistant recruited. 
or instruction in the crops of the dry zone. It was found necessary 
ye penod of instruction for District Agriculturists in Upper Burma from o1 
year to eighteen months, In Lower Burma two Agriculturists who had completed 
tir training were sent out to Districts. In the Northern Circle both those onde 
instruction and those already appointed were taught by the Assistant , Entomo ) 
ogi the’ a imponant insect pests and means of combating them. Fao) 
. tment, 
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Temporary Engineer was transferred {rom the Public Works Dep: hts 
appointed Engineer tentatively for one year. Nine cult 








nominated by co-operative societies were shown at Hmawbi, oo or "Tatkor 
| the ‘methods and implements in use on the Farngeip nd how ac be groun 
from “pure seed with least risk of contaminatt During genres they 





received stipends a egating Rs. 917. 


— The total cost of the department S45 the ye amounted to BiG 2,49,2 4 and 
Cer eipts ‘Smounted’ to Rs. 24, a a ifs. m4 
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Ae 8. Se Ning age ot hp to determine the most s ait table varietie of the sale. crops 


of the Province were continued Fine: the year, Improved straing of at ype of 
iy sine addy, which has been multip ed for Histribution | in Lower Burms ao 
to the judgment of the Chamber of Con merce along 2 : 1 severa 
Four, one of which fas the additional merit of béin avy yiedie 
\, were Pronounced well suited for milling for shipment te ope, and th 
willbe grown for issue as seed. T ere are now over five hundred 
the Be examination at eas tn , hybrids raised from t! 
the Burmese letymesin variet aa an im Java pisnt are 
ted in the’ hope of finding a aul Po 1 J ‘ 

















n suitable for the higher lar 
whith do not retain water well 1 In Upper Sermdteis short-lived types of Japs n se 
paddy are being tried for the same purpose. Investigations into the pminbys 
pest (Striga Iutes) of millet were persevered with, and’ an experiment showed th: 

a second crop, sown after the first crop las been deliberately allowed tu devel 
8s wil yl Pde 8s possible and been cut down before the ot tebies has seeded, 
>: quarter to a half of the normal yield of wbcrets if, the 
frst cop is feft to grow itis almost all killed by the parasite. Little success : 
the experimental cultivation of several Indian and American varieties of 
miflet on the Mandalay farm. Over two hundred of Sesegmum were grown 
at Tatkon. These have been examined and ed and a Selection of twenty- 
four has been made for trial on a larger scale and for analysis of oil-yield. Seven 
kinds of groundnut were tried on three ef the farms inthe dry zone. Two of 
these were condemned by the ex firms to whom samples were s bmitted, for 
the reason that the proportion of husk to seed was too . Experiments with 
the other five vatietles Pel be continued to determine which contain most oil as 
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ound to maintain its high aut 
ptributed, and in jdicon t n Seed 
in Meiktila and M iIngyan Une 





District Agrsultcri:.:. ‘The oytturn of lint was { 
the arwage outtum, Experiments at Padu with -vhite : 
confirm th conclusiun pointed to by previous experiments at Tath n tha 
white-fowered give the beaut outturn of lint. The seed of the long-lived an 
cotton (Gessypeum odtust/clévm) slant. with a lict oatturo of 45 per cent 
was isolated at Tatkon in 1915-16 did not provefertie; what seed wasr 
is being sown out and a further attempt will be made to select strains wit 


ield and a oe inning percentage ont of samples farniahed by cultivators ist 
etmyo street. te I hoped that the onda tlcbabads tale uceessiully 
of an imported Broach cotton with Ey} ay produce @ strain. combining 
the finer and lonieet staple of the Broach with the greater lint outturn a 
local variety. periments made with Buri and Egyptian cottons, did net 
successful but further trials will be made with Cambodian 
farm where it promises better than at Tatkon,. Further ir 
into the formation of the prussic acid constituent in t 
(Phaseolus tumatus). A strain of the speckled red vari 
which yields a very small amount of this acid, and an attempt is 
obtain a similar strain of the small white. variety (pebyugal 
strains of bread wheat an 45 strains of macaroni wheat were, under observata 
at the Hopin and Padu farms. Work was also done on the ashar \dhall plan 
(pestugon—Cajanus [ndicus), the field-grown pea known as sodewge,.also 00 
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hyacinth is of no commercial utility. Experime 
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safflower, linseed, guinea-grass and tobacco. Experiments proved that the watep 






at jails and elsewhere in the Delta. The, Agat | 

inquiry into the Mandalay milk supply. The Imps 
Burma in September 1916 and on his advice a. 

opened at Amatapura in connection with the Saunders Weayin 

the year experiments were made to determine the effect 
manure on Se clay soilat Mandalay. Investigation of 

soils was continued. An examination was begun of th 

cause damage to the nce-crop in Lower Burma, An expemiment.at alay 
not reyeal any appreciable difference in germinating capacity between machi 
threshed and bullock-trodden corn. .. 5 7 Hie 
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84. During the year over 2,000 haskews of selected paddy-seed. were issued 
from the Agricultural Station at. Hmawbi and. some. 3,300. baskets from. th 

Mardalay farm. The apaitipicacpn of pure cotton seed 1s not yet: sufficiently 
advanced to admit of general distribution nor as yet have the kinds. of groundm 

most suited for cultivation been determined. The department. in. addition to 
providi ig seeds grown on its own farms alsu gave assistance to: cullvatars.| 
procuring other seed for them. Thus 3,000 baskets. of wheat were purchas 
and cleaned for co-operative societies in the. Shwebo District.. The Ts 


farm issued 50 baskets of small white .bean in its oeighbourhood. and 
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_Thayetmyo the District Agriculturist procured and sold over 100) basket 

Onion seed was obtained from In ia for growers in Kyauksd, and (48,000  sétts 
of sugar-cane were distributed inthe Mén Canal area where the District. Agn> 
culturist also helped to introduce a new rete early eessamum. Little 
demonstration was undertaken during the year. | cultural. Assistant. was 


place on special duty in the northern part of the Shwebo District, te show 


ow wheat could be grown on the inundated lands along the Mu River. Towards 
the close of the year the services of a jute demonstrator with two skilled workmen 
were lent by the Government of Bengel, to teach methods of growing and retting. 
Agricultura magnets to a value of Ra. 1,650.in the Northecn and . Rs. 3.900 m 
the Southern Circle were sold, the purchasers for the most part being Co-operative 
Credit Societies. 
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oo REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA, 


Eaeing ore the staff of the Veterinary 
eee cece. ras eee Spee 


and 130 assistants twelve months before. There % . 
——- in the Shan States. "the gro expe K pet + 24 
Ras 86,756 as ri Rs. . 5: O45 t9 -_ ot excess 
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; the Stoc- Bowed ree of the year and = 
8 in attendance at the sinning me 94 at its 
Geox Date the year 18 pupils passed the final examination. | a Bpi's were 
-dimissed during the year, for tuisdemeanours of varying degrees of turpitude, but 
general ee ane boys was good. Efforts to obtain a chase of 
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with no more success than heretofore. At the ve os 

o the schoo! the = of animals ruted yt, lng 4 
The average number of animals treated 

“and this year was 35°2 23 against 29°03 in as portion see oa 

‘a total number of 6,967 specimens were examined, of which oun 

5 sa ge cours Cae Pe 

stucents doing a post- course at 

eens cea. 
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int’ The sor was remarkably free from cattle disease. The aeepae st anti. ie 
Magious diseases was 9,448, a slight advance on the 7934 | mo ae 
L actin the lowest figure ever recorded for the Province. : ly 
3 pssaak comes from I ower Burma, Foot-and-mouth : 
main scourge and claimed a total number of 5,085 victims, 3,985 in E 
| "i 1,100 in Upper Burma as against 1,242 and 540 respectively in the previous 
“year. sonics res exceeding 500 were recorded in four Lower Burma De 
tsicts, Bassein, lyaungmya za tec in the wt gmya rerpiaroeiad Kyauk- 
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Pye, and the Hul Tracts n, with 807 deaths, and 
with 756, wer the Di Districts worst affected. Upper Burma, with ‘ae exception of 
the yan District, where 726 animals died, was during the year singularly free 
from foot-and-mouth disease, as indeed from all contagious disease. The number 
of deaths from rinderpest fel! to 2,058 from ee 1915-16, the decrease in 
Lower Burma being from 2,507 to 1,488, and, in Upper Burma, 1,082 to 570. 
Akyab. District, with over ~ id deaths, was the only District in Ledie aren. to 
suffer to any marked extent, Diseases returned the fllagers as anthrax ca 
Y 2,305 deaths as against 1,839 in 1915-16, Lower Burma with a total number of 1 
| - deatl “ sponsible for practically all the increase. The only severe outb 
eae ee ere, nee oe | 


as @ma Subdivision of the Myaungmya District where 
a of cattle died. In the Southern Shan States the health of was 
ly good, are: go in the North-Eastern Subdivision, where rinderpest ¢ 
pe Sage -and-mouth disease though widespread was nowhere severe, 
Narhom § Shan States, contagious diseases eee me rr 
State enjoyed nomgueyre freedom from Ri 
tat caused by far the largest number of deaths, but outbreaks iret ovend- 
| ssoutli dicen pate anthrax also occurred. Preventive inoculation against xinder- 
pest was. practised in six Districts to combat 28 separate outbreaks. Of 2 total 
Gaus a 5 pe peoseadfecees nei sa Rathi to have died, the 
number of deaths among uninoculated cattle The number of cattle 
omdsiod the previous year had been 6,814, €  nomber of animals. treated 
RA the. department for contagious diseases was 76,053 as es ee st 5195 25 : 
contagious di 










-16, while the number treated for non- 


3- The recorded cattle-mortality from non-contagious jour dlaenoea was 69,07 
SE ee ey os 
en dag th in ne: revious year. In Upper Burma the ion of cattle- 

Yaméthin District. During the year there were again 
Sob caflagiove disease due te importation from acress the frontier. 
rules for the segregation of cattle in case of an outbreak of contagious disease 


ware generally observed, the ting that segregation is the most 
effective means of coping with suc Pht by 












AGRE L.TURE, 


vole. j 
. A special census ef agricultural stock was made daring the year by th 

‘wan staff at the instance of the Stock-Breeding Committee. ae g 
cumber of cattle, of which nearly half are bulls and bullocks was found to be over D 
¢ mifora, while there were 1} million buffaloes. Bulls and bulocks were ” 
enumerated tely and it was found that in the Province taken as a oe 
there are, ht three bullocks toevery bull. The preponderance of bullocks © 
® rd ® 8 o. @ ° ” 
is more marked in the rice-growing Lower Buema Dis«ricts, wh le castration is less 
practised in the Arakan Division than anywhere else in the Province. The year 
was good for live stock and the rumber of deaths from infectious or « ou 
diseases was small.- The cu’*ivators are taking more interest in pe. yaa | 
means of preventing the spread of disease and the existence of cattle insurance 
sccm having a ‘good eee As regards oxen a was a piggies | 
the number of cows from 1,524,556 in 1915-16 to 1,363,724 in the year of 
report. The reduction is a. ec. din Sagaing, Myingyan, Yamithin, Srwebo 3 
and Meiktila. But the number of bulls and bullocks increased from 2,053,166 to 
3,401,516, while there were 1,258,€15 calves as against 1,170,200 inthe previous 

ear. The number of male buffaloes rose from 380,387 to 389,076, that of female © 
buffaloes from 413,941 to 434,749. The increase was more marked in young — 
stock, the number of buffalo ca!ves rising from 293,062 to 359,290. No chase 
worthy of note took place during the year in the number of horses, goats or sheep. 
The number of pigs in the l’rovince decreased by 14 per cent. Thedecrease has — 
been attributed to the high price of fish in Upper Burma, toa more general 
consumption of pork as a result of a popular preacher aaron: reprobated the use 
of beef as an article of diet, and to the spread of a popular belicf that a tax was 
going to be imposed on pigs. But the decrease is by no means universal or evenly — 

istributed, It is significant that in the tract including the contiguous Districts 
Lower Chi dwin, Sagaing, Myingyan, Magwe, Me:iktila and Yaméthin the number 
















of pigs has decreased by over £0 per cent. since 1914-15. _ | | 
In accordance with a resolution moved at a meeting of the Burma Legislative 

Council m March 1916, which resolution was accepted by the Local Government, 

a Committee was appoimtcd to report sn the general conditions prevailing in 

Burma m regard to the breeding, the tending, the sale and the supply to non- 

breeding areas of cattle (oxen and buffaloes), ponies, pigs, goats and sheep and to — 

make proposals for the improvement of these conditions with special regard to — 

the advisability of introducing co-operative methods. The Committee’s report 

was not submnitted till after the close of the year. ees See 
88. Exclusive of advances to Co-operative Societies, the loans made by fAgrcalural 

Government to agriculturists during the year amounted to Rs. 12°55 lakhs while ~~ 

at the beginning of the ycar Rs. 13°95 lakhs were outstanding ; thus the total 

amount on loan was Rs. 26°50 lakhs or Rs, 1°03 lakhs more than in 1915-16. 

The sum due for collection during the year was Rs. 16°44 lakhs and the sum 

collected was Rs.12°08 lakhs. The amount suspended by competent authority, 

Rs. 1°14 lakhs, was less by Rs. 37,705 than in the previous year, while the sum 

overdue, Rs. 2°73 lakhs, was Rs. 10,593 more; Rs. 856 were remitted as against 

Rs. 712 in the ote year. The balance outstanding at the erd of the 

year, Rs. 1441 lakhs, was Rs. 46,658 more than in 1915°:6. Advances 

and collections show some sie | ifferences; of the tetal amount on loan, 

four Districts, IX yaukpyu, Prome, Yaméthin and Shwebo, account for over 

on:-third; and of the valance outstanding ai whe end of the year, five Districts 

Kyaukpyu, Prome, Shwebo, Meiktila and Yaméthin were responsible for just 

half. € amount suspended by competent authonty fell by Rs. 37,705, but the 

a:nount overdue rose by Rs. 10,593. The heaviest suspensions were in Upper 

Burma, where Shwebo, Kyauksé and Yaméthin had each to suspend payment of 

over Rs, 13,000. In Lower Burma, Kyaukpyu and Ma-ubin alone had more than 

Rs. 7,500 suspended, Three Districts had over Rs. 20,000 overdue, namely 

Kyaukpyu Rs. 97,319, Yaméthir: Ks. 43,925, and Ma-ubin Rs, 20,015. Sub- 

_ Stantial recoveries from Kyaukpyu cannot be looked for until the return of better 

times. Financtal stringency accounts for the large suspensions in Yaméthin and 
Ma-ubin. In most Districts the loans are used for buying plough cattle and seed. 
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Cases of misappropriation were few. In Amherst a borrower was pérsonated and 
a loan taken ina false name. In Pakdkku a case of logy? in connection with 
loans in 1913-14 came to light, and a headman and two villagers were convicted. 
In Ménywa a case in which a headman is alleged to have induced cultivators to 
borrow and share the proceeds with him was stili under enquiry at the end of the 
year. Under the Laat Improvement Loans Act Rs. ! 565° were advanced duri 
the -ear. Asum of Rs. 31,204 was outstanding, so that the total sum advance 
at the end of the year was Rs. 46,554, Of a total of Rs. 15,157 due for collection, 
Rs. 12,453 were collected, Rs. 1,685 remitted, Rs. 1,389 suspended by competent 
authority and Rs. 1,175 were overdue. The loans are used mainly for construct- 
ing dams, small canals, and tanks for irngation and are practically confined to 


‘Upper Burma, where Myingyan in the year of report took three-fifths of the 


whole amount advanced. Remissions were due in Amherst to the failure of a 
cotton.crowing scheme begun in 1g04 and in Yamethin to the failure of a dam 
and the taking over of a private work by the Irrigation Department. The interest 


on loans collected during the year was Rs, 1,22 t12 out of which the interest 


charges of the Government of I:idia at 34 per cent. were Rs: 74,186. As Rs. 2,541 


were remitted, the profit to the Local Government was Rs. 45,385. 


89. Embankments constructed for the protection of cultivation are maintained — 


_ by the irrigation Branch of the Public Works Department. The principal works lie 


ong the course of the Irrawaddy River in Lower Burma, but there are works ona 
smaller scale along the banks of the Sittang River. For the main works,on the Irra- 
waddy, both capital and revenue accounts are kept, but the works onthe Sittang River 
andthe Ma-ubin Embankment in the Ma-ubin District have revenue accounts only. 


- The capital outlay on embankments for which both capital and revenue accounts 
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area protected increased frem 4y6,105.to 498 


_ from 197 


__ there had been sinki 
the Pegu a oe x 


are keptwas Rs. 1°57 lakhs, which raises the total capital outlay to Rs. 4188 
lakhs. Receipts increased from Rs. 14°90 lakhs to Rs. 15°99 lakhs and working 
expenses fell from Rs. 2°21 lakhs to Rs. 218 lakhs, profits thus rising from 


. Rs. 12°68 lakhs to Rs. 13°81 lakhs and representing a return of 32°97 per cent. 
on the capital outlay, as against 31°47 per cent. in the previous year. The 


s 





$95,452 <cres. The embankments 
for which only revenue accounts are kept show an increase in the area protected 

on i to 198,g21 acres. Revenue receipts were Rs. 6°72 laxhs as against 
Rs. 6°64 lakhs in the previous year, working expenses were Rs. 1°92 lakhs 
as against Rs. 1°75 lakhs leaving a profit oERe. 3°71 lakhs as against Rs. 4°89 
lakhs. On the main Irrawadcy, it was decided nct to carry the extension of the 





M yanapng bund beyond Ludawzu, which point it had reached in the revious year. 


Earthwork costing Rs. 25,482 was done at the Yandvon Island inbankment. 
The levels of various portions of the iain bunds were restored in places where 

yz. ‘Work was continued at the Moyingyi Extension bund in 
: e bund had been partly wade in 1915-16 but had sunk ail 
over and been breached in many places. The bund was not completed during 
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_ the year, a length of some 7,000 ieet still remaining. The expenditure on this. 
bun now amounts to Rs. 1°09 lakhs. Some low parts of the Moyingyie2webat 
_ bund were raised to the proper level. The work of metaling the Sittang bund 
through important villages was continued and completed. A scheme to train the 


Yenwe stream at Pyuntaza was sanctioned and work put in hand during the y«ar, 
a sum of some Rs. 76,000 being expended. ‘The surveys for the Pyuntaza Plain 
Drainage schemc were completed during the year at a total cost of Rs. 31,288. 


‘ Weather and Crops. 


_ 90. The monsoon in Lower’Burma commence. in good time, and, as the 
rainfall was neither greatly above nor short of the sre in most Districts and 
was also on the whole well distributed, conditiuns were favourable for the main rice 
crop. Breaks in the monsoon !ong enough to cause damage were of little ote 
except in the Tenasserim Division, floods were fewer and less serivus than of late 
years, and there was good harvest weather. {n Upper Burma where a farmer 


ug-17.) WEATHER AND CROPS. 6g: 








hardly looks for « succession of good seasons outside the irrigated ar a, the year Cass. IV— 
on the whole fair. The early rains were a cv in the north and 4 oneal 
affected the supply of water for irrigation, but generaily the conditions weré not Disrmse 
unfavourable ; as always the middle rains were uneven, but few Districts suffered ** 
badly snd a § for damage here and there to early’sessamum through drought in _ 
Septemper, to other c ops by heavy rains, dry crops were successful. 
was little serious damage and although the nigh rise of the Irrawaddy and Chin win 
in October caused destruction inriverine and island lands, the damaged area’ were 
part!y resown with dry crops. | 





g3. The total estimated outturn of unhusked rice for the Province was Ostteme 
6,913 000 tons as against 6,657,000 tons in the previous year. Most of the great “*" prices, 
rice-yrowing Districts reported better ourturns than last year, the tinprovement 
being most conspicuous in Pyapén and only four Districts, Akyab, Bassein, Amherst 
and Thatén showed a considerable decline. The yic'd throughout Lower Burma 
taken as a whole was fully 97 per cent. of the normal yield, as against 95 per cent. 
lastyear. The total amount of rice available for export was estimated to be 
3,700,000 tons. The price of unhusked rice in Rangoon was fairly steady at 
Rs. 120 to Rs. 125 (per hundred baskets of 46 lbs.). A drop.in November was , 
followed by a sharp rise to between Rs, 130 and Rs. 149 for the old crop at the 
end of Decen.ber. The market for the new crop opened at Rs. 98 at the begin- 
ning of January but cultivators held up tt.eir paddy in the hope of a rise and the 
"price rose steadily to Rs. 120 towarcs the end of March. By the middle of April 
_ there wasa sharp drop to Rs. 105 and thereafter until the end of June Rs. 100 
represented a more or less nominal market price. In Bassein a fall on the coming 
in of the new crop from Rs. 100 to Rs. 95 was followed by a reaction at the end 
of January and prices rose steadily to Rs. 125 at the end of March and beginning 
of April. In Moulmein Rs. 100 wasthe prevailing price till the middie of Fabtuars 
when it rose sharply to Rs. 115 which level was maintained for some time. Those 
of the cultivators, and they were ally s in the majority, who sold in Februar 
or March obtained in most places from Rs. 110 to Rs, £20 or even more, for their 
produce. In Bassein, which may be taken as a typical rice District the average 
price may be taken as Rs. 111 a8 against Rs.97 and Rs. 91 ee ‘ively for the 
two previous years. At the close of the year of report considerable stocks were 
held in the Districts by speculators, while supplies in Rangoon were ample. It 
was an interesting problem to what extent and at what price holders would be able 
to dispose of these stocks. The gaverning factor was of course the supply of 
shipping. Substantial purchases had been expected on behalf of Great Britain 
_and her Allies, for which of course freight «ould be provided, and it was known 
that there would be: a lary. demand if ships were available, from Ceylon, the 
Straits and Java. But i¢ seemed improbable that the hones of the speculators ' 
would be realized. The price of sessamum was much/above normal in the two 
Districts most concerned, Magwe and Myingyan, where sessamum is produced for 
Sale. The outturn thoroughout the Province was considerably better than in the 
‘previous year. The price of groundnut in Pakékku and Myingyan was above 
the previous year’s price but in Magwe the price fell shizhtly. The outtum 
was above the oad in practically all the Districts in which the crop is important, 
Cotton realized better prices this year in all the four main cotton-producing 
Districts, Thayetmyo, Sayaing, Meiktila auc 3‘yingyan, the ise yaryirg from 
40 pee cent. to 78 per cent. above the previous year’s prices. In Myingyan the 
highest price paid was Rs. 45 per 100 viss, which is a record. The area un er 
cotton in the Province had increased by a! r cent. in response to the improve- 
ment in prices in the preceding year. e yield was much better than in the 
Previous year, but was still a little below the normal. The large demand for the 
small available supply of white beans for export led to much speculation. Prices 
in Rangoon for the previous season's crop ruled from Rs. 600 to Rs. 45° and in 
October touched Rs. 800 per hundred baskets. This had a striking effect in the 
bean-yrowing Districts. Cultivators extended cultivation, paying in places as 
much as Rs.g to Rs. 10 a basket for seed, traders and brokers were eager to 
yet an option on the crop, and much was bought before*the crop was harvested. 
When the new crop came in further speculation ensued, and prices ranged from 
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Rs. ssoto Ra 725 during the :emaining months of the year of report. Generally. 
white beans were {rom two to thiee times their normal price but most of the exira 
profit has gone te the speculator. Speculation in Burma beans was not confined 
to the Province and was the cause of a discreditable profiteering scanda) jn 


England during the year. 


Co-operation. | 


. There was no great expansion in 1916-17 in the aream which co-operative 
societies are at work. In Upper Burma the first union was registered in the Magwe 
Distriet, and ir thi PakSkku and Myingyan Districts, the movement spread 
into Lownships hitherto untouched. Applications were also received from new areas 
in the Katha District. Jn Lower Burma the reorganisation of the staff on the 
lines adopted in the previous year in Upper Burma, was practically completed and 
the adininistrative charges of this portion of the Province so arranged that the 
future expansion of co-operation into new areas can take place without unduly 
burdening the Government auditing staff. Additional staff was sanctioned during 
the year to enable the new system to be fully adopted in Lower Burma anda 
more effective distribution of work to be arranged in Upper Burma. Three new 


- Assistant Registrars und two new Junior Assistant Kegistrars were appointed 


during the year in addition to two such officers specially deputed to colonization - 
work. At the end of the year there were six Assistant Registrars and 2) Junior 
Assistant Registrars. During the !atter part of the year two officers of the 


- Burma Commission were employed in the department as colonization officers. 


The co-operative movement continued to progress during the year, at the | 


close of which there were in all 2,575 societies of all sorts with a total member- 
ship of 61,105. The total working capital of all classes of societies at the close of 


the year was Rs. 1,40°68 


‘lakhs of which, however, Rs.45'69 lakhs is counted 
perative societies did excellent sexvice in connection 


twice. During the year co-o 


with the collection of War Loan subscriptions. ioe Seca subscriptions of — 
) t 


Unions ana | 


Bape. 


_ of Rs. 5:98 lakhs was collected, mostly co:npose 


-gandists of co-operation. Their work in valuing | 
determining the amounts for repay mert, and fixing tl 


societies amounted to Rs. 468 lakhs. {n addition to this they provided facilities 
enabling non-members to subscnoe to the War - ana by these means a sum 
d of sums of under ten rupees. 


93. The number of unions which was 112 in 1gt4-t5 and 189 in 191§-16 
increased to 207 in the year of report, The Unions did excellent work as propa- 

ithe assets of affiliated societies, 
the maximum limits of borrowing 





a for the year. has been, in the g eat majority of cases, carefully and satisfactorily 
~ done, and the pracucal abtiity and public spirit of the leading men show that 


there is no danger of future expansion being checked through the lack of capable 


_ Jeaders, All Unions however have not reached the same high standard. In one 


Unton serious misappropriation took place. In several others the Chairman and — 
other leaders are careless, slow to realize their responsibilities, or unduly regardful of | 

their own personal interests. The main causeof existing defects in Union adminis- 
tration is the Burmese failing of undue disinclination to deal with the faults and 
misdemeanours of others. [he Upper Burma Central Bank had 2 evccessful year 


in spite of the depreciation of its securities a to the prolongation of the war. 


_ The paid-up share capital increased from Rs. 2°2 


lakhs to Rs. 2°cs lakhs, loans to” 


_ banks and societies from Rs. eae to Rs. 30°70 lakhs and repayments of 


and deposits from Rs. 12°06 lakhs to Rs. 19°09 lakhs. The total amount of 
loans due from banks and societies was Rs, 39°25 lakhs as against Rs. 27°89 lakhs 


_in the previous year. Loans and deposits from individuals rose from Rs. 5107 


lakhs to Rs. 71°42 lakhs. After setting aside Rs. 40, 257 to meet daprociniess 
O 8. 84,926, 


_ the Bank has been able to increase its Reserve Fund from Rs. §8,007 t 


and its Special Reserve for bad and doubtful debts from Rs. 4,500 to Rs. 15,000, 
while at the same time payiny a dividend of § per cent. These additions to reserve 
were made possible by the extra commission of one per cent. charged on all loans 
during the year. The Bank has continued to hold the fluid resources of the whole 
movement and the standard recommended by the Committee on Co-operation has 
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been fully maintained throughout the year. The demands upon the funds of the Cat. IV. 
Bank owmg to the exp sion of the movement were in excess of the money avail- sn: aye | 
able in spite of an increase of Rs. 5% lakhs in the fixed deposits received. The Digenise- 
Bank took a prominent share in the collection of War Loan subscriptions by *°* * ' 
societies, a total sum of fs. 10,65,400 being invested through its agency. — 
Repayments from ocieties were not so large as in the previous year but reached © 

ihe « tisfactory proportion of 25 per cent. to the loans issued. The three District 

Central Banks have improved their pc.:tion during the year. Their aperegate . 
working capital increased from Rs. 7°52 lakhs in the previous year to Rs. 10°88 

lakhs, the paid-up share capital from Rs. s‘07 lakhs to Rs. 1°36 lakhs and loans 

and deposits from individuals received during the year increa ed from Rs. 1°47 

lakhs to Rs.6°36 lakhs. Loans made during the year were Ks.6°53 lakhs as 

against Rs.g 08 lakhs, repayments of luaus were Rs. 31g takhs as against 

Rs. 2°19 lakhs while the amount of loans due increased from Rs. 7°60 lakhs to 

Rs. 10°95 lakhs. 


| 94. Agricultural credit societies, which at the end of 1914-15 numbered Agreckeral 

1,252, anda year later 1,685, numbered 1,934 at the close of the year of repert. Socetien 

The corresponding increases of membership were from 30,130 to 36,494 to. 

42,877. The average number of members per agricultural society, which inthe _ 

previous year fell from 24 to 21 rnse to 22 in the year of go _The average loan — 

r member in Agricultural Credit Societies is Rs.155. ‘the progre sive increase — 
ts due to the growth of co-operation in Lower Burma, where much larger loans are 
required than in Upper Burma. ‘Thus in Shwebo the average loan is Rs. 100 and 
in Pakdkku is under that figure, whereas in Pegu the average is Rs. 247 per head — 
of membership. The expansion during the year of report was entirely due to — 
propaganda by the existing Unions and would have been greater but fora shortage —__. 
of the funds in the Upper Burma Central Ran:., which, though increasi g by five 
lakhs of rupees, were inadequate to meet all the demands made on them. The | 
progressive rise in t!e standard of efficiency of societies continued during the year _ 
and the majority of faults in their working that came to hght during the year were — 
due to ignorance anu incapacity and 1 reluctance to incur the odium of bringing’ _— 
faults to light, rather than to more serious causes. The registration of 34 societies — 
was cancelled during the year. The progress of liquidation was ha:npered by the 
adverse concitions created by the prolongation of the war. Court sales rarely | 
__. produced a reasonable price tor the assets sold, and in many cases the liquidator 
wisely illowed extensions of time in preference to selling up the ex-members’ — 
property at a heavy loss. The weakest spot in the movement continues to be 
the Yaméthin District. The worst societies are however slowly being liquidated 
and several efficient Unions are making their appearance. The societies inthe — 
-Mahlaing Township of the Meiktila District also leave something to be desired. 

In this case their comparative inefficiency is largely due to a succession of poor 

Seasons. The classification by Registrar on audit resulted in 44 societies being 

classed A, 203 as B and 344 as D. The remainder were classed C or are of too 

recent formation to be suitable for classification. The proportion of A and B 
societies to the total number of Agricultural Credit Societies is the same as last 
year, namely 13 per cent., while tie proportion of D societ'es has fallen by one 
rom 18 to 17 per cent. 

95. Work was continued during the year in five special areas in which land ah sae 
is being colonized under the auspices of the Co-operative Department. In the 
Mén Canals area in Minbu the year was the fifth year of the existence of the 
societies. The harvest was good and the only untoward incident was the collapse 
of the paddy market in April. In spite of this, repayments were not less nor later 
than in the previous year. The nett indebtedness to Government and to the local 
Co-operative Bank at the clese of the year was Rs. 126 per head of membership as 
against Ks. 130 twelve months earlier. There is no tendency jor colonists to part 
with their holdings. There has heen some ay okie in the working of the socie- 
ties, an improvement in account-keeping rather than in management and business 
methods. The year was the second year of the societies at Kad6nbaw in the Hantha- 
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waddy District. Fu. the second year co-operative sale of the ees crop teck — 
place. Satisfactory prices were realized, sone 170,000 baskets of paddy fetching 
‘overtwo lakhs of rupees. Eight cattle-purchase societies were formed among the 
1, Kadénbaw societies. Over 600 head of cattle were purchased by buyers seat 
up to Upper Burma and delivered to members at prices several rupees per head 
lower than the current local rates. A review of the financial position showed that | 
it is probable that the indebtedness of the societies will continue to increase until 
the end of 1918-19 and will thereafter gradually diminish. The necessity of more 
liberal financing was also proved, as at present the colonists are compelled to take 
advances at high rates of interest from local money-lenders to enable them te 
make the necessary cash advances totheir ploughmen during the rains. Govern 
ment loans to societies increased on this account are estimated to reach a 
maximv:.: of early Rs. 1,000 per member or about Rs. 30 per acre at the end of 
1918-19, which will be the fourth year of the societies Durng the B sr nae 
redit combined with Tenancy Co-partnership societies formed on the adénbaw 
model were created in parts of the Yitkangyi Forest Reserve and in the Singyun 
Island in the Pegu District. The land was surveyed and demarcated and the colo- 
nists settled thereon in March. The four societies near Ela in the Yamethin Distnet 
are not flourishing. Two of them are ina hopeless, one in a parious cordition, 
only one can be regarded as a normal society and even its condition is not 
altogether satisfactory. In the Namyin valley in the Myitkyina District the work 
of restoring the existing sccteties to a ound condition and of colonizing the 
large waste spaces that remain was proceeded with under the charge of a special 
colonization officer. {n the nurthern end of the area a block of 18,000 acres was 
reserved for colonization by soidiers of the Indian Army after the war. From the 
Nampadaung stream which is the southern boundary of that block to the Katha 
District border the whole valley is now being treated on colonization lines. In 
the southern portion of the colonization area most existing villages. already 
sessed societies included in the “opin Union. These societies were. enlarged 
y the admission of new members, the financial position of all members was inves- 
~ pti and existing outside debts as far as possible paid off with society m ney. 
The result is a great improvement in the general financial position. The worst 
of the Indian money-lenders who operated in the valley, have, on being approached 
by the District authorities, agreed to bring their operations there to a close, a dect- 
sion doubtless expedited by the murder ef one of their nuinber by an Indian debtor 
from whom he was demanding payment of arrears. In the northern portion of 
the colonization area a new Pinbaw Unicn was formed including two societies 
already in existence and 16 new societies. The new societies had a total number 






_ of 361 members and the average loan oo was Rs. 300. In all 4,500 acres 


of waste land were allotted to old and new members. The colonists form a 

heterogenous company.. Nearly one-half of them are Little Shans. The others 

comprise Shas proper, blaingitas, Burmans, Kadus, Chins and Kachins with | 
z. i : ) 


two Manipuris and one Karen. 


c ‘ J : 
96. There has been a revival of interest in urban co-operation during the year. 


Societies have increased from 46 to 54 in number, the membership has nsen by 
42 per cent. and there has been a considerable advance in efficiency.. In Rangoon 


the societies in the large Government offices hada successful year. The only set- 
back in a year of otherwise very satisfactory progress was the embezzlement of a 
very large sum of money by the Secretary of the Myanaung Urban Society. The 
Secretary was convicted and sent to prison for six months. A special Assistant 
Registrar for Urban Societies was appointed during the year. 

Cattle insurance societies increased from 305 to 324 during the year and the 
membership irom 5,045 to 5,248. The smallness of the increase is due to the 
Poor season in several parts of the five Distrcts to which these societies are 
confined. Owing to deaths having been very few in the previous year, there was 
a tendency to regard the premium as too high. In the year of report deaths 
were more numerous and the advantages of insurance have thereby been made 
more manifest. A total number of 9,135 animals was insured for a total value of 
Rs. 3°05 lakhs as against 7,929 animals for Rs. 2°87 lakhs in 191 5-16. Asum of 


sy 


Rs. 15,758 was collected as premia as against Rs. 9,737, the number of desths Ga. t¥.— 
rose from 7§ to 146 aud payment of wie rose from A 685 to Rs. 3,517. The Prose. 
Central Cattle Re-insurance Society insured 6,388 animals for Rs. 1°43 lakhs as Dievawe 
against 6,209 for Rs. 1°13 lakhs in the previous year. A sum of Rs, 7,656 was ™°™ - 
received as premia as agamst Rs.4,022. Deaths rose from 37 to 146. and 
Rs. 1.144 was paid in claims as against P's. 247. 3 

‘There were go sale societies as against 18 in the previous year. The © 
majority are temporary institutions which exist only during the particular season tu 
which they are in operation, and this lack of continuity hinders the development of 
administra‘ive skill and causes the societies to rely too much on the Government — 
staff. The societies, howevu., are slowly forming a connection with the Supply _ 
and Transport Corps and other large purchasers. ; = oe 


| Horticulture. 


97. The Agri-Horticultural Society of Burma, with headquarters and gardens SS 
in Rangoon, is the only society of its kind in the Province. During the year the ~~ ) 
membership of the Society was 221, aS against 224 in the previous year. The .. 
revenue account for the year showed a loss of Rs. 797 as compared with a profit 
of Rs. 380 in the previous vear. Receipts rose from Rs. 39,552 to Rs. 40,908 and — 
‘expenditure from Rs. 39,172 to Rs. 41,698. Owing to the war no show was held 
in 1916, but the sale of plants, flowers and seeds to members increased and stocks 
were maintained. a - 


The Tenasserim Agri-Horticultural Society is now defunct. itis reported © 


to have died a natural death “‘ sometime ir. 1914.” 


—< 
5 
ani! 


i 98. The aggregate area of forest reserves in the Province at the beginning of oo i 
the year was 15,282,427 acres. During the year an area of 311,201 acres Wab camo 
reserved, 3,833 acres were disforested, and.recomputation of areas‘ having shownan forests, 
increase of 40,868 acres, the ag: etegate area at the close of the year was 18,630,663 Sema 7 
acres, Or 20,110 square miles, of which 1,230 square miles were subject to the tion, survey 
_ practice of shifting cultivation. The estimated area of unclassed forests at the st work 
beginning of the vear was >2,803,396 acres, the gains and losses during the year . 
were respectively 22.961 acres and 1,372,245 acres and the estimated area at the 
_ close of the year was 71,454,112 acres or 111,647 square miles, of which 9,712 
‘square miles are estimated to be without forest growth. The area undergomg 
_ settlement with a view to reservation at: the commencement of the year was 945 | 
square miles. An area of Gyy squaie miles was taken in hand during the year. . 
An aiea of 488 square miles was finally settled, and at the close of the year the 
area in process of settlement was 1,107 square miles. The length of forest reserve 
boundaries demarcateu for the first time was 366 miles, and the total length of the — 













a boundaries of the permanent reserves was 21,079 miles, of which 17,452 miles are 
; artificially marked boundaries. During the year 2,508 miles of boundanes were — 
- fepaired as against 2,428 miles in the previous year. No. 11 Party of the Survey 
of India made a detailed survey on the scale of one inch to the mile of part of the 


Auckland Bay Reserve in the South Tenasserim Division. The aiea surveyed was 
74°16 square milas. A detailed survey was also made of the Sandawut Reserve.’ 
| No. 8 Party also completed the detailed survey ona scale of two inches to the 
mile of part of the Yeyamanr Reserve in the Meiktila Division. The total area 


5 surveyed during the year was 177°75 square miles. No. 10 Party ofthe Survey of 
: India completed the detailed survey of the Mokso Extension Reserve in the 
" Myitkyina Division of the Northern Circle. The area surveyed during the year 


i > was 598 square miles, Working-plans were sanctioned for the Namtu, Nama, — 
ie Tonglong, Panghsa, Tunpye and Tawnghke Reserves in the Mandalay Division, — 

| - the total area affected being 128 square miles. Working-plans were sanctioned 

. _also fer certain reserves in the Yaw Division, the area affected being 493 square: 


of Agncuiture, ine Cigweenng Scnooi, snsein, nad @ successtu é eTe Vue. . 
_ were 80 candidates for adittactey to the engineering ites, “whom ac, vit ae 
were Selected: for the first time inthe history of this school the recruitment sion. 
of Burmans was in excess of the demand. The classes ‘opened with93 and ts 
closed with §5 pupils: the wastaze, which seems excessive was due’to the fact  _ 
that many entrants were not prepared to take their work seriously enough. Third es 
year students were engaged practically on a Public Works Department drainage = 
survey scheme inthe Amherst District. In additionto the engineering classe 
there is a “ telegraph school” with two six-monthly courses, to which 8g students 
were admitied, 59 passing, 28 of the latter bemg Burmans, The apprentice class 
numoered §: when their training is completed these youths wqill prove useful 
teachers in local technical schools or classes. Wood-carving was taught to 
four pupils by a m ster wood carver located on the premises. K similar arrange- 
mert was sanctioned for bronze workers. ; fan Ber 








180. The nurber of normal schoole remains unchanged, mrs. twelve, 8 for men Training 
and 4 for women. Four of those for men however are “co-educational”, #-¢. ochovle., 
admit female students also, one of them being the Government Normal School, | 
Rangoon. The number undey‘training in the normal schools was 677, five more x 
than last ye r. But in the.schools for men the total was 514 as against 529 in | 
6914-15: on the other hand in schools for women the total was 163 against 143 
in the previous year. glo-Vernacular normal students numbered 279 of whom 
121 were women: Verpacular Normal students numbered 107 women and 291 
men. There are no s€parate courses or certificates for European or Anglo-Indian > 
teachers. The lattér may however qualify under certain special conditions set 
forth in the code/for European schools, but otherwise must fall into line with 
Anglo-Vernacular teachers and share the same normal institutions. It is too early 
however yet to/pass judgment on the working of the new regulations which came 
mto force in faite 1G15. They certainly set a higher standard of requirement in 
respect of initial qualifications. The literary and theoretical work is undoubtedly 
on a fairlv high level, but it remains to be seen whether the practical training is 
as sufficient and efficient as tsnece ssary. To prevent undue hardship to Burmese 
pirls certain concessisns have been made but in time these Al become unneces- ‘ 
sary; the successes reccatly obtained at the Morton Lane and Kenrmendmet? = ao 
schools show that Burmese girls can under proper tuition ‘reach=the requisite — | 
st nd rd. ‘Whe elementary traininy classes for Vernacular teachers continaed. to 
thrive. There are now/201 elementary teachers receiving Government pay posted” 
out among Vernaculer schools. In addition there sre-sthers without regular. 

_Government pay who after passing out have obtained empivyment anu are aided — 
when funds allow. The expenditure on norma! schools rose from.Rs. 1,83,593 to 
Rs. 1,95,053. Provincial fur“: provided Rs. 1,835,400. and the balance came from _.....__ 


private sources, “Yt - Se 
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43, thai of pupils from & an 


/ ga 
i8i. The ‘number of schools increased from 30 to . 
vious year. lhe number “8? — 


204 to 4,487, a much larger increase than in tle_pr ent 
a ade s the Oats stage rose from 1,485/to 1,583. In addition to 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians in European schools mist be rec oned the Anglo- 
Indians in Anglo- Vernacular schools who number 425. European schools receive | : 
Asi tics, and in increasing numbers : the total number of non-Europeai: pupilsin A 
such schools is now 723. One school in Rangoon is for the Jewish community. . seals 


No important changes were made in curricula/ during the year and no striking 


innovations were attempted by managers. Cgcking was taught at four chools. 


The difficulty was to find competent teachers, especially as the subject is not yet 
properly seothieed in the aed schools: All girls’ schools taught needle ; 
work. Drill was done in all schools except one. Gymnastics were taken in 6 
boys’ schools. Science was still conspicuous by its absence. For the ge 
male and 2 female students appeared and all passed. Forthe I.A. out of 4 ae 
and 10 female candidates, 3 men and 10 women passed. In the European Hig 

School Examination 40 p ssed (16 boys and 24 girls) out of 96 ae i 

_ from 7 non-Europeans. The total esetdinere on European Education fe 
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Cas. Vim miles Workin s for four other areas were in vatious stages of preparation, 

fesce> There was shape Br deviation from working-plans during the vear, ex 

Desresav- that in certain reserves in the Tharrawaddy and orth Tiungoo Divisions 

big e control of exploitation was practically suspen ed in order that the supply of timber 
for military purposes might not be hampered. ) : 

Per » thee of 99. Thenumber of offuces against forest riiles rose from §,667 in 1915-16 


to 6,306 in the year of report. Cases of unauthorized fellings or removals 
increased from 3,910 to 4,307 and cases of unauthorized grazing from 306 to 351, 
During the year 1,144 cases involving 2,153 persons were decided in the courts, 
and convictions were obtained in 1,002 ani Hes per cent.) against 1,803 persone 

- (83° per cent.). Forest Officers compounded 4,851 cases involving 6,814 persons 

_ for a total sum of Rs. 54.739, an average of Rs. 113 per case, and Rs. 8 
person. Lessees and purchasc-coatractors paid Ks. 5.322 m fines for breaches of 
agreement. Government contractors wore fined Rs. 690. The atea over which 
_ protection against fire was aitempted was reduced during the year by 133,858 acres 

and totalled 1,583,178 acres, of which 1,527,276 acres or 96’5 per cent. were 
successfully protected. ‘The average cost of protection er square mile was Rs. 
46 as against Rs. 43'in the previous year. Of the total area of reserved forest,. 
99° per cent. was closed to all cattle throughout the year, 145 per cent. was open. 
to all animals except browsers during part of the year and 72 per cent. dunng 


* the whole year. The number of cattle impounded was 4,918 as ayainst an average © 
ss OF: 3,549 for the previous triennium. Damage was done by lessees’ elephants m 

___Thayetmyo, Nyaunglebin and Minbu Divisions, and by wild animals in numerous 
Rien. lgpentiese aes ae 5 
hepa ee 100, Expenditure on new works amounted Rs. 97,894, as against Rs. 78,333 






wenof inthe previous year. _The amount spent on new buildings declined from Rs. 
orem, 46,793 to Rs. 38,160 and that on new roads increased from Rg. 25,063 to — 
—  —sRs. §4,707. Jn he Plains Reserve of the Tharrawaddy Division some 5¢ miles 
of laterite reads were constricted in order to facilitate extraction of timber required 
___. for military purposes. The total amount expended on rey-airs to existing works 
---was Rs. 1°14 lakhs, as against Rs. 1 ‘21 lakhs in the previous year. | Expenditure 
on repairs to buildings increased from Rs. 52,190to Rs. §4,430, and that on repairs 
+ to roacs decreased from Rs. 55.898 to Rs. 46.803. Lessees of forests report 
_ that they expended during the year a sum of Rs. 1°69 lakhs on communications 
and buildings. No alteration occurred during the year in the area of the regular 
plantations for the artifi cial reproduction of teak. The area of faungya (hill ide 
Clearing) plantations gained 983 acres by new planting and areas aggregating 610 
- acres were abandoned as failures. The area deyoted to other forms of artificial 
-feproduction was increased during the year by 1,596 acres, while 1,928 
acres were lost bv reeomputation and 6i7 acres abandoned as tatlures. The 
cost of new plar:tations during the year was Rs. 7,848 and of upkeep Rs. 31,624. 
as against corresponding figures of Rs. 14,264 and Rs. 21,962 in the previous 
year. , . | 
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Eapbenion 10%. The number of marketable trees girdled, felled outright or marked for 
' green feling was 212,623. This is more than 7,000 in excess of the number in 
_ amy previous year and exceeds by cver 100,090 the number obtained as recently as 
‘tg1o-11 = =The quantity of teak extracted by Government agency was 78,363 
tons. The quantity sold by auction at the Rangoon Depét. was 20,766 tons as 
against 15,642 in the previous year, The average price was Rs. 59-8-4 as against 
Rs. 50-6-3 in the previous year. As the quality of the logs was much the same 
as in 1915-16 the increased sales and better prices are due to a genuine improve- 
ment of the market which is still, however, affected by lack of freight. The 
quantity of teak extracted by iessees was 313.660 tons, an increase of 72,177 tons, 
on the figures of the previous year. The quantity of reserved timber extracted 
by purchasers increased by 17,031 tons to 86,682 tons and of unreserved timber 
by 47,209 tons to 207,523 tons. The outturn of fuel increased by 94,928 tons to 
727,201 tons, mainly owing to increased consumption of firewood by the Burma 
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Railways Company and by the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company, as aresult of difficulty Caur, a 
m obtaining coal. The value of forest produce granted free fell from Rs. 2°03 soy ann 
lakhs in 1915-26 to Rs. 1°66 lakhs. t ‘Das 


‘Yo2. The financial results are noticed in Chapter V inthe section entitled Fieance,** - | 
“Rev. qe and Finance other than Imperial.” ‘it picks rh 





Mines and Quarries. 


103. There was ~ m--ked increase in mining activity during the year of report dee 
in the Tavoy, Mergui and Thatdn Districts, where the wolfram and tin mining 
industries expanded rapidly. : The number of registered mines in the Tavoy District 
increased during the year from 68 to 106. In the Mergui and That6n Districts 
a number of mines are approaching the stage of registration. One new minewas 
opened in the Ruby Mines District during the year. In Tavoy the activities of. = 
the District officials more than kept pace withthe growth of the mining industries, =~ 
During the year 130 inspections were made, including inspections mia¢ | 
Governmert medical officers. 11: other Districts inspections were made as usua 
The Tavoy Chamber of Mines. which was constituted in the previous year, ineludes 
representatives of practically every firm engaged in mining and during the year 
rendered valuable assistance. [uring the year the general health of employés in 
mines was on the whole good. The only exception was in the low-lying parts of 
the Tavoy District where during the months of March, April, and May malarial 
fever proved a serious scourge. ‘he fact that the fever was less prevalent after 
the vegetation had been cleared from areas newly opened up j stifies the expecta-. 
tion that as clearings are further extended the im proved medical facilities which now 
exist will be sufficient to cope with this malaria. New hospitals and di i 
have been provided at several of the larger mines and the supply of mediniaas in 
common use is now adequate. Wages remained at the same level as in the —— 
year. Chinese coolies in Tavoy still receive Rs.1-:2-0 fer diem. Recently 
imported Indian coolies receive a monthy wage of from Rs. 13 to Rs.15. The 
“tribute " system, whereby the mine-owner purchases from the laboure: at a fixed 
price all the ore produced by the latter, continued in operation in the Tavoy, Mergui 
and Thatén Districts. There was ro considerable variation in the number of 
women and children employed in mines. Inthe Tavoy District 17 women and 1 
child were engaged in under-ground work and the conditio:s of theiremployment 
were satisfactory, save i one instance in which it was necessary to warn the mine- 
_owner. Twenty fatal accidents occurred during the year, as against nme in ; 
previous year. The chief factor in causing the increase was the bursting of adam 
in the Tavoy District, whereby rine coolies were drowned. A full inquiry was held 
and steps were taken to ensure a closer supervision over the construction and 
maintenance of such works in future. Two deaths resulted from the careless hand- 
hng of dynamite. All the other fatal accidents, except one, occurred in the Tavoy 
District, and were due to landslides for wi:ich the negligence of the victims them- _—_. 
Rit: was mainly responsible. There were no prosecutions under the Act duning 
the year. Be 
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1c4. During the year 1916 the number of new applications for prospecting New coacee 
licenses on which orders*were passed was 645 Of these 271 were sranted, e19 °° | 
refused and 161 withdrawn. Inthe previous year the number dealt with was 993 _ 
of which 147 were granted, :00 rejected and 46 withdrawn. In addition to new 
applications, orders were passed on 104 applications for renewal of prospecting 
licenses, the number granted being 82, while 14 were refused and 8 withdrawn. Of 
27 applications for mining leases, one was granted, 14 refused, and 12 withdrawn. 
In the previous year the number of applications dealt with was 17. At the end of 
the year 138 applications for prospecting licenses and 21 applications for mining © 
leases were pending as against corresponding figures of 157 and 35 twelve months 
earlier, Some two-thirds of the total number .of applications for the whole 
Province concerned the Tavoy District, That6n coming next and Mergui third. 
The mining lease granted was for petroleum in the Minbu District, 
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aAt¥—= sae The cutput of petroleum in the Province, which in the previous year 
ERE 2D pit to 289} Prillion gallons valued at Rs. 1,85'97 lakhs, incressed in 1916 te 
Davee 991) million gallons, while its value decreased to Rs. 165753 lakhs: There are m 
bic. 4 the Province seven petroleum-froducing Districts, Akyab, Kyaukpy® T hayetmyo, 
daw Magwe, Myingyan, Pakdkke and Minbu. The cutput from the first thirce of 
| these Districts was only some 115,000 gallons, The Yenangyaung Oil-field in the 
Magwe District continues to be the largest preducer, Du the last five years 
this oil-field has yielded over two-thirds of the total output for Burma. he ield 
- from this jield creased from 175 million gallons in 1914 to 199 million gallons in 
98s and decreased slightly during the year of report. In the Smeu Oil-field, 
ich is vext in importance, the output increased from 77 million gallons to about 
86 million gallons, The Singu Oil-field was transferred with effect from July ose, 
1916 from the Myingyan to the Magwe District and the output from the M i 
District, which includes the yield from the Singu field for the half-year July to 
December, amounted to 240 million gallons. In the smaller fields an increase of 
3} million gallons to §} million gallons in the output from the Yenangyat. held in 
the Pakékku District was the most noticcable feature of the year. The ou 


o 


from Minbu was 2 million gallons as against 2} million gallons, and from Mymgyan 


+ 








44 million gallons as against 77 million gallons in the previcus year. Ona report 

- that oil had been struck in a deep bore on a concession near Minhla in the 

a Thayetmyo District, the locality was surveyed and demarcated into blocks of one. 

5 yasre mule each. Several of thes blocks were taken up, but oil was not obtained 
m any quantity. Pea: ot en a, 

Wolfram. ci Ae The production of wolfrzm increased from 2,546 tons in 1915 to 3,680 

tons. The Tavoy District alone produced 3,034 tons, over 1,000 tons more than 

m the previous year. in consequence of the need of wolfrain for the manufacture 

of high-speed steel, special measures were taken by Government to encourage 

the output. Several of the ‘a-ger firms in Rangoon were induced to ake up 

wolfram concessions. The shortage in the supply of labour at the mines was 

met by the importation of Chinese and Indian labourers through Government 

agency. The Deputy Commissioner, Tavoy, was relieved of his other duties in 

order that he might give special attention to wolfram-mining. The services of 

two Geologi al officials, a Government Mining Engineer, and an officer of the 

Chinese Protectorate in the Federated Malay States were lent to the Local 

Government to assist in the control of mining methods and of the labour employed 

oa the mines. On many of the smaller mines and on some of the larger ones 


‘ f 


the methods of working still leave much to be desired, but, with the introduction 

of a greater number ot firms of standing, and with the more efficient control which 

_ 43 bemg exercised, there has been a marked improvement both in output and in 

methods of nuning employed. Crusning and other machinery is being installed 

at several of the mines, and a magnetic separator has been set up at lavoy, $0 

_ that there is reason to expect a further increase of output. The total value of 

the wolfram produced during the ycar was Rs. 72°95 lakhs as against Rs. 42°66 

_ lakhs in 1915, In addition to Tavoy, the Mergui District produced 340 tons, 
' the Thatén District 91 tons and the Southern Shan States 214 tons. - it 






_. 307. The Burma Ruby Mines Company, Limited, continued thew operations 
dunng the year in the country round Mogék. The output which had decreased 
from 304,872 Carats in 1914 to 251,449 Carats in 1915 again decreased to 209,724 
_ carats in the year of report. The estimated value of the ou however was 

higher than in 1915 being Rs. 5°63 lakhs as against Rs. 5.45 lakhs, The total 
a in 1916 consisted of 136,783 carats of rubies, 34,100 carats of sapphices 

38,841 carats of spinels. The royalties collected from native Mine-owners 
_ vose from Rs. °56 lakh in sgt to Rs. 1°10 lakhs, 





108. The output of gold from the Province fell from 3,183 ounces in 
1915 to 1,983 ounces in the year of report. Of the total amount some 1,900 
ounces were obtained from the dredging concession of the Burma Gold 
Dredging Company, Limited, in the Myitkyina District. There has been a 





qmaderable werease in the output of tin ore during recent years, The outp 
was 83 tons in ! 175 tons in 8912, 365 tons in 1915 acd 49% in 
ere is obtained alluvial vels in the Mer and : 
an' in the Bawlakd State of the Karennmi Shan States. TT: : 
of 1916 valuable deposits of tin are reported to have been found 
Thatdn-Martaban railway in the Thatén District. Inthe year of report 
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had an output of 49 tons of tin ore, Tavoy 126 tons and the Southern Shao States a 






siqtons. The o:pyv* from Merguiwas 108 tons of tin ore and 113 tons of blook 
tin. The total value of the Provincial output of tin and tin ore was Rs.6°9g lakhe 


The mining of silver, lead and zinc in the Province is bound up with the deyalop- 






ment of the mines at Bawdwin in the Northern Shan States by the Burma & 


Company. Argentiferous lead ores are found in ehe Bawdwin mines. 


mines were worked atone time by Chinese froin Yannan for the extraction of 
silver, but were abandoned some filty years ago. In 1902 a concession over the 





area was granted to a syndicate of British capitalists and the mines have, 
extens vely and rapidly developed during recent years. The growth .of the 
a. gp Be activittes duris:g the year of report has been noticed in Chapter I, para- 
gra 





6 of this Report. The total output of silver in 1916 was 959,019 neces 
valued at Rs. 13°28 lakhs as against 284,875 ounces valued at Rs, 4°67 lakhs in 


1915. The ore of lead was 13,790 .ons valued at Rs. 48°27 lakhs as against 
13,519 tons va 


tons of ore worth Rs.4,121. Ali the zine ore produced in the Province came 


from the Bawdwin mines, where zinc is found together with silver and leag. The 


yield of rine ore rose from 87 tons valued at Rs. 2,610in 1915 to 3,198 tonsvalued 
at Rs. 87,396 in 1916. No copper ore was produced from Bawdwiw as against 


875 tons valued at Rs. -35 lakh in the previous year. The output from the Jade 
mines in Myitkyina was 3,783 cut. valued at Rs. 1°4 lakhs as * iH 693 cwt, 


valued at Rs. 19 lakhs in the previous year. Amoer is extracted inthe Huxon 
valley. The output, which amounted to63 cwt. in 1910, dropped from 11 cwt. in 


191§ 10 § cwt. in 1916. Arise in price lessened the decline in the value of the 


ontput, which was from Rs. 2,990 to Rs. 2,360. Molybdenite is found in small 
quantities in Tavoy and Mergui and platinum in Myitkvina. About 1,000 tons of 
antimony ore worth Rs. 7,500 were extracted in the Amherst District, where # is 


ued at Rs. 47°49 lakhs. The remander of the lead produced in 
the Province came from the Southern Shan States, the outa bala aae 


reported that large deposits were discovered in an area at present teo difficult of - 


access for profitable working to be possible. 


¥09. Over 219,000 tons of ranite valued at Re af lakhs were produced as 


against 122,000 tons valued at a lakh ard a half of rupeesin 1915. The amount and. 
value of the output of gravel decreased from 108,000 tons valued at Rs. Ay Aescsstes | 


1915 to 105,000 tons valued at Rs. §9 lakhs. The output of timesi one ' 

by 20 per cent. to 229,000 tons. The quantity and value of the output of laterite 
m 1916 were 222,000 tons and Rs. 2¢ lakhs, as compared with 338,000 tons and 
Rs, 3 lakhs in 1915. Statistics for the output of pottery clay show that 423 tons 
valued at Rs. 1,269 were extracted, as against 629 tons worth Re. 1,980 in 1915. 


amber decreased by over six anda half lakhs of r to Rs. 32, 25.475, 
exceeded the collections for 193 4-15 by over two lakhs of rupees. Keceipts 
petroleum declined by over seven and a half Jakhs of rupees. An increase in 
collections on petroleum in Magwe from Rs. 85,60,664 to Rs. 7,79,672, and a 
rease in Myingyan from Rs. 11,07,37§ to Rs. 99,814, are due in part, to the 
transfer of the Sale Township, including the Singu Oilfield, to the former District 


Iz0. The receipts from fees, rents and royalties on petroleum, rubies, a oye 
pee eaey 
DB) 


ma 


clay. 


i] 


with effect from the tst July 1916, in consequence-of which all fees, rents and 


royalties payable after that date on the petroleum produced in that oil-beld were 
credited to the Magwe District. The receipts for the two Districts combined fell 
from Rs. 36,68,039 to Rs. 28,79,486, owing to decreases in the output from the 
Yenanpyaung and Singu Oil-fields. Receipts from petroleum remained practically 


Stationary inthe Minbu District, while in Pakékku they increased from Ks. 59,525, 


to Rs. 84.795, on account of an advance of a$ million gallons in the produgtion of 







REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. 


«Det, 
2 cil. Foes from fevuse oil-wells and acr age fees for prospecting licenses 
% tly in this District. An increase from Rs. 3,828 to Rs. 12,142 n Thayne 





" to the issue of several prospecting licenses for oil, in consequence of 
that oil bad been struck ina deep bore ona concession neat Minhla, In 

yitkyina the revenue derived fr:m fees on licenses tc coliect royalty: on jade- 
stone showed a further increase by Rs. 37,300 to Rs. 85, 500. ee oh under this 
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dead depend ly upon the state of affairs in China. in the Ruby ines Districr 
the recovery of the trade in rubies, which occurred in the previous year, conticned 
and is indicate. by an increase of Rs. 52,266 in receipts from royalties on precious 
‘tones. The figures are still much lower than in 1912-13 and 1913-14. 
Receipts from fees, rents and royalties on “other minerals” inetained y 
Rs. 1,55,890 or 64 per cent. to Rs. 3,98,963 and afe the highest yet pea ed, 
Ta the Tenasserim Bivision alone there was a® advance of Ks. 1,58,606, so that 
the figures for the rest of the Province represent d decline of Rs. 2,786. The 
 Tavoy receipts rose from Rs. 1,59,836 to Rs. 2.78 780, chiefly on account of an 
- iperease of over a lakh of rupees in the amount credited as royalty on wolfram. _ 
The price 4 oa has remained constant at 55 shillings since August 1915, and 
_ the rate of royalty was raised from Rs. 40 to Rs. 60 per ton with effect from the 
ist January 1916, since when it hag rem ined unaltered. The revival of the tin in- 
_ dustry is reflected in the figures for royalty paid on that mineral, which show an 
increase from Rs. 207 to Rs. 2,228. Acreage feesrose considerably on account 
of the increase from 117 to 260 in the number of prospecting licenses issued. 
_ Increases of Rs. 18,536 and Rs. 16,355 in Mergui and Thatdn, respectively, were 
_ mainly due to the increased output of wolfram and to the larger number of licenses 





* 





_ ‘ssued for prospecting that mineral. [n Thatdn allowance must aiso be made for the - 
__ 4creasc in tin-production which resulted from the discovery of tin deposits near the 
 ‘That8n-Martaban Railway, [In Mergui receipts from. royalties on tin advanced 
_ but slightly. The tin industry there is largely in the hands of Chinese workers. 
~ In the Amherst District a rise from Ks. agcu io Rs. 7,467 is expiained by the 
 -wnareased activity of prospectors for minerals, which resulted ir a considerable 
advance in the amounts credited as acreage fees in respect of prospecting licenses 
_ issued under the Mining Rules. ‘The issue of several licenses for the extraction 
of clay and one license for prospecting lead. accounts for an increase of Rs. 8,373 _ 
in Yaméthin. In Pakékku many cultivators who had been forced by the pvor 
“Season In 1915-16 to resort to pottery and brickmaking returned to their ordinary . 
occupation in th prone! report. Receipts from license fees for the extraction of 
~ Clay for potiery fe in consequence by Ks. 538. A decline in the price obtained 
_ for the steatite mine of Siddktaya is responsible for a decrease from Rs. 2,355 to 
RS. 1,593 in Minbu, while a fall of Rs. 1,418 or 46 oe cent.in Katha is sitlained 
had 








_ iby ‘the abandonment of several concessions which 


ad been granted under pro- 





- @pecting license in the previous year. 


~ Manufactures. 


| Principal «== sat. The vast majority of the indigenous population is agricultural, and 
eerie, fanufacturing industries depend for the aaa Bplies of ake on fndian 
immigrants, The number of persons supported by the various manufacturing 
industries of the Province are given in the Census Report of 1912. The only new 
departure during the year was a paint factory started on a small and more or less 
experimental scale. The most notable industrial feature was the increase in the 
number of rice-mills which erected plant for boiling unhusked rice. The extension 
of this industr in the last few years has been remarkable, and now the majority 
of the rice-mills outside Rangoon are manufacturing cured rice. The principal 
industries continued to be rice-milling, saw-milling, the extraction and refining of 





‘ petroleum and transport. In the year of report rice-milling accounted for three- 
F filths of the number of registered factories in the Province and for half of the 
tota) number of operatives employed, The four industries combined account for 
early six-sevenths of the industrial population. Indeed the only other industry 
; with an average daily number of persons employed above 3,000 is the cotton- 
| 


— industry. The indigenous native industries, such as the manta tocture 2 | of ake 


mats and umbre ngept, shoes andcartsare household indu "1 





rzz. The number of registered factories at the end of 1916 was 516, at 
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inemaase of 36 over the corresponding figure for the previous year. Tw three : 
factories were closed during the year. she average daily toial number of parsons sits 


employed was 68,362, of whom 4,682 were women and 542 children. The 
corresponding figures for 191§ were 66,352, of whom 3,601 were womenand 639 
children; and for 1914. 64,601, of whom 4,c49 were women and 850 children. 
The fall in the numoer of children employed is due to the substitution of women 
for girls for picking over cotton in the Sagaing District. Inthe yearof report the 
increase in the number of women is due totheir employment in the rice-bolliog 
industry. There was no change during the yearin the general rate of wages for 
any class of industry. There was no abnormal feature m the sami dons 
of mills and factories during the year. As it appeared that white-washing was of 
no assistance in keeping walls of galvanized iron clean, an order was passed 


whereby whitewashiny is made compulsory only in cases in which the Inspector. 


of Factories specifically orders it. Some trouble arose in dealing with the nuisance 
arising from the stagnant water run off from the pits in which unhusked rice bas 


been soaked in the manufacture of boiled-r ce. Inquiries are being made as to_ 
the best methods of coping with this nu‘sance. In the case of several recently 
erected mills orders were passed requiring fencing to be made. Guards have also — 


been required for the lower halves of circular saws on rack benches. Rules were 
issued — the year making obligatory the provision of safe and convefiient 
access to all parts of machinery in a mill. These rules were specially designed 
to meet the dangerous conditions which are trequently found in connection with 
the oiling arrangements for the tops of the elevators in rice-mills. The number 
of fatal accidents that occurred during the year was 29, the same as m the 
previous year. The number of serious accidents fell from 121 to gg, and the 
“fumbcr of minor accidents from 31€ to 29e, The number of prosecutions and 

convictions for offences under the Factories Act was to as compared with 54 


1915. Of 493 factories actually working 396 werevisited by the Inspector of 


Factories. 
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‘II3. Statistical comparison by values of the trade of the year wth that of 


previous years is somewhat dithcult and misieading, as the vaiues of goods 


crade ¢ tetas 


imported during the year of report have, in comparison with previous years, been revenue. 


consicerably inflated by the prevalent high prices of commodities. The Customs 
Department maintains two series of weighted index numbers, one for imports and 


onefor exports. ‘l'aking 100 as representing the general level of prices in the trien- 


nium 1908-09 to 1900-01. the general level of prices for imported articles had im- — 
creased to 133'2 in 1913-! 4, to 14671 in 1915-16.and to 1948 in 1916-17, while that 
for exported articles was 127°5 in 1913-14, 324'4in 1915-86 and 1268 in 1916-17. 


Nevertheless it is beyond question that the trade of the Province really made an 
appreciable recovery in 1916-17 from the setback which it received as the immediate 
result of the outbreak of war. The aggregate value of the seaborne trade of the 
Province increased by Rs. 12,48 25 lakhs to Rs. 69,87°S3 lakhs or by 23 per cent. as 
compared with the total trade of 1915-16, and reached a figure that bas hitherto been 
exceeded only in the two particularly prosperous years 1912-23 and 8913-14. The 
combined value of the import and export trade in private merchandise with foreign 
countries and India rose by Rs. 7,40°71 lakhs to Rs. 59,44'69 lakhs or 14 per cent. 

Foreign imports of merchandise increased by Rs. 1,09'04 lakhs to Rs. pgs 
lakhs or 10 per cent. The United Kingdom's contribution rose by Rs. 7§°§1 lakhs 
to Rs. 6,58'95 lakhs, or 13 per cent., in spite of abnormally high freight-rates, the 
dearth of tonnage, and the withdrawal of labour from productive industries to the 


calcurs and munition works. Japan, enjoymg the advantage of having a direct. 
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Gam, Hien Yee of steamers, and being free from many of the difficulties that hamper other 
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exporters to Burma, was successful in further sncreasing her trade 
to Burma, the total value of which rose 7 34 percent. to Rs. 14608 lakhs in 
2916-17 from Rs. 1,10°90 lakhs in 19! 5-16, which figure was almost twice that of 
she preceding year, and appreciably more than that of any previous year. Imports 
from the United States of America advanced by Rs. 11°80 lakhs or 10°5 per cent. 
to Rs, 1,23°15 lakhs. In spite of the difficulties occasioned by war conditions the 
rt trade of the Province was distinctly satisfactory. The total valoe of | 

oe s (excluding re-exports) to foreign countries expanded by Rs. 4,56°84 lakhs 

to Rs. 19,47°S7 lakhs, or by 31 per cent , while the export trade to India at least 
showeu no talln -off as compared with the previous year. The balance of trade 
in the combined foreign and coasting external trade of the Province (private mes- 
chandise and Government stores), aS represented by the excess in the value of 
exports over that of imports, amounted to Rs. 16,15°98 lakhs durmg the year of 


"report, as against Rs. 13,43'5@ lakhs in the previcus year. The amount by which 


the exports of treasure exceeded the imports of treasure was Rs. 17°64 lakhs: this, 
added to that representing merchandise and Government stores, shows a 
balance of Rs. 16,33°62 lakhs on the export side as compared with that of Rs. 
12,78°35 lakhs in the previous year. Sass | | 

_ The*total gross receipts m customs duty were Rs. 1,68'57 lakhs, an increase of 
26 per cent. on the corresponding amount of Rs. 1,33°28 lakhs in the previous year. 
ps duty (excluding that or. salt) rose from Ks. 66°75 lakhs to Rs. 8905 lakhs 
and export duty from Rs.§1°59 lakhsto Rs. 6:°83 lakhs. The gross receipts in 
1914-15 had been Rs. 1, 38°99 lakhs and in 1913-14, the last complete year before 


- thewar, Rs. 2,03°21 lakhs. The increase in 1916-17 was due to the general increase 


_ inthe rates of duty which came into force in March 1916 and to the enhanced value 


of goods rather than to any increase in importations. Import duty (excluding 


that derived from salt) advanced by 33. per cent. . The increase was general and 
applied to all goods except liquorsand petroleum. The duty derived from salt 
 mefeased by 18 per cent. The gross duty realized at Rangoon advanced by 


Rs. 39°30 lakhs to Rs. 1,58716 lakhs or 30 per cent. and the net revenue by Rs. 


_ §5'40 lakhs to Rs. #,55711 lakhs or 30 per cent. as compared with the previas 
year’s Ggures. In addition a sum of Rs. 5°64 lakhs was collected at Rangcon on: 
account of rice shipped at Bassein ard Moulmein as against Rs. 6°97 lakhs 


- fealized in 1915-16, The gross customs receipts at ports other than Rangoon 
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_ were Rs. 10°41 lakhs, as against Rs. 11°43 lakhs in 1915-16, and Ks. 15°19 lakhs 
mM 1914-15. Of the total receipts. Rs.g°31 lakhs were realized on account of 
export duty. The coll 





Hections at the various subordinate ports were :—-Bassein 


~~ Rs. 5°60 lakhs, Moulmein Rs. 2°42 lakhs, Akyab Rs, 1°78 lakhs, Tavoy Rs, °37 


~, lakh, Mergui Rs. *18 lakh and Victoria Point Rs. ‘06 iako. 


«aN. The total value of all article excluding treasure, imported from foreign — 
countries into Rangoon, was Rs. 11,7390 lakhs, as against Rs. 10,64°07 lakhs tn 


a 1985-16 and Rs. 15,67°76 lakhs in 1913-14. Imports from India were valued at 
rie g,01°95 lakhs, as against Rs. 7,71°83 lakhs in 191510 Exports from Rangoon 


© foreign countries, excluding treasure, were valued at Rs. 16,4463 lakhs, 28 _ 
agamst Ks. 12,05 56lakhs, in 1935-16 and Rs. 17,23°88 lakhsin 1914-14. Exposts | 
to ap were valued at Rs, 13,01°82 lakhs, as against Ks. 13,9614 lakhs m 
EQT§-10. i 
Of the total foreign sea-borne trade of the Province, Rangoon took 89°97 
er cent. as aganst 55°43 per cent. in 1915-16 and 82°92 per cent. in 1913-14 
cm share of wae me e Indi n ar ee trade was much the same asin 
previous year, being 52°47 per cent. 42°25 per cent. respectively asagamst - 
83°74 per cent. and 43°64 per cent. in 1915-16. 


¢ UES. The year was a prosperous one in the cotton trade and imports classified 
as Textiles—-Cotton.” sncreased in value from Rs. 4,16'45 lakhs to Rs. §,76°11 
lakhs, which figure represents 27 per cent. of the aggregate value of private 
merc imported into the Province during the year. Prices ruled abnormally 
bigh, but the market responded well to the advance. The most striking feature 


‘jua-it} TRAD, - 


of the year wae the extended operation of Indian goods in the loca) market, Cwar. 1% 
Lancesi.ire’s misfortune in the matter of high cost of production and shipping. ite 
‘difficulties was India’s opportunity, and Indian business shows a substantial increase. Orvexa 
Imports of twist and yarn rose by 2,596,190 lbs. to 14,931,088 lbs. and ther “°™ 
value tose by Rs. 36°40 lakhs to Rs. ¢9°39 lakhs. in the previous year 1,634,856 
Ibe, valued at Rs. 16:4: lakhs, were imported from the United ki dom, aud 
20,668,014 lbs. valued at ts. 46°32 lakhs from India. [n 1916-17 the Unsted 
Kingdom sent 1,098,173 lbs. valued at Rs. 14°27 fakhs and India 14,893,662 Ibe. 
_ worth Rs, 7498 lakhs. Imports of foreign cotton piece-goods declined by over 4 
million yards, or 4 per cent., but rcse in value by Re. 73°94 lakhs, or 31 per cettt. 
lmportations {.2m .ndia of cotton piece-goods of Indian manufacture ose by — 
22,666,782 yards and Rs. 38°09 lakhs to 43,804,126 yards, with a vaiye of Rs. 
98°79 lakhs, surpassing the previous year’s record figures. Importations of stk 
textile goods fell in value from Rs. 53°47 lakhs to Rs. 44°26 lakhs. Restricted 


















freights, high prices, and the general increas in the cost of living are responsibh 
for the cecime. The total value of imports of woollen guods rose by Rs. 6°t9 
lakhs, or 73 Mag cent., to Rs.14°64 lakhs, the United Kingdom's contribution 

_ being Rs, 12°80 lakhs or 87 per cent. of the total as agaist Rs.6°78 fakhs of 
80 per cent. in the previous year. The total value of importations of articles of 
apparel rose by Rs. 2°79 lakhs, or 56 per cent, to Rs. 10°59 lakhs. The United. 
Kingdom supplied 60 per cent. of the total as against , 2 per cent. last year while 
Japan increased her share from to per cent. to 27 per cent. Imports of Haber 
dashery and Millinery rose by Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 23:08 lakhs of which total Japan 
was responsibie for Rs. 13°81 lakhs. {mports of boots and shoes increased substan- 
tially, 459,808 pairs valued at Rs. 11°70 lakhs being imported, as against 280,990 | 
pais valued at Ks.6:40 lakhs in 1915-16. The contribul tm of the United Kingdom 
amounted to 82 per cent. of the total. Tie value of Metals and Ores imported 
declined from Rs. 1,3585 lakhs to Rs. 1,20°76 lakhs. The decline tm quantity - 
was much more marked being from §3,2%9 tons to 29,451 tons. The United 
States of America and the United Kingdom supplied practically the whole, their 
econtrications being §3 per cent. and 43 per cent. respectively. Importations of 
articles of Hardware rose in value from Rs. 26°53 lakhs to Rs. 34°74 lakhs. 
‘The largest supplies came from the United Kingdom, being valued at Rs. 2168 — 
lakhs as against Rs. 16°42 lakhs; Japan took second place with Rs. 661 lakiis 
as against Rs. 2°08 lakhs, the United States of America following with Rs. 5"or 
lakhs as against Rs. 6°41 lakhs in 1915-16. Agricultural and other implements _ 
and tools, buckets. buiiders’ hardware and safes and strong boxes were the mam lines — 
from the United Kingdom. Japan seems to have captured the trade in enamelled 
‘wonware her share representing go per cent. with a total value of Rs. 3°46 lakhs 
as against Rs. 1°48 lakhs in the previous year. Metal lamps cam® largely from 
Japan and tre Untied Siaies of Amiciica, and most of the glass laems were 
supphed by the former country. An increase of Rs. 6°55 lakhs was recorded under 
the sub-head ‘‘other sorts,’ the bulk of such miscellaneous articles being con- 
signed from the United Kingdum. There was a decrease of importations of 
Proossions and Orlman's Stoves from Rs. 57°68 lakhs to Rs. 47°45 lakhs. The 
largest contributor to this trade was the United Kingdom with atotal valueof | 
Rs.27'09 lakhs representing 57 per cent. of the imports as against Rs. 30°96 sit 
lakhs or 53 per cent. in the previous year. ‘The shares of the other principal — 
supplying countries were :—the Straits Setticments 12 per cuni., Holland o per 
cent., Hongkong 6 per cent. and the United + tates of America 5 percent. There 
were increases in bacon and ham, cheese and vinegar, but all other articles showed 
a decrease. The importation of butter from the United Kingdom showed a very 
appreciable increase. The arrivals of lard fell. Milk, condensed or preserved 
declined by 2,495,525 Ibs. ; the United Kingdom, Holland, Norway and Switzerla 
were the principal sources of supply. The decrease under the heading of canned 
and bottled provisions was fairly general, the biggest difference being noticed mthe 
imports of sardines from Portugal. [he total value of por and oilman’s stores 
imported coastwise advanced by Rs. 12'25 lakhs to Ks. 71°80 lakhs or by 22 per 
cent., the greater portion being of Indian produce. The principal items were :— 
Dried meat (mainly from Bengal), gm (chiefly from Bengal), butter (principally 
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Rs. 41°48 lakhs. 


and apan 23 per cent. of the whole. Lhe quantity of spirits 
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af14 lakhs in 1915-16 to 222,152 cw. valued at Rs. 48°20 lakhs, 
imports chiefly from the Straits Settlements fell by #2 per cent. in volume and 29 
cent. in value. T was found aime to bring in are —_— has 
previously been brought into the country during an official year and the total 
: Saeanted by 17,095 tons and Rs. 1569 lakhs or by 29 per cent, in volume 
cent, in value. Threc full cargoes came each from aie: “oe and 
Said and 13 small consignments fron: Liverpool by regular liners. “ 
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dom each contributing 26, 23 and 21 per cent, 
oe bond died, a the 
e bondiig space was occupied, there being 
in store practically a whole year’s supply for the Proyince. Importations of sugar 
declined from 463,947 cwt. valued at Ks. 71°83 lakhs to 255,715 cwt. valued at 
The falling-off is niainly cue to smaller direct = from 

ava, owing to the demard from the United Kingdom and shortage of tonnage. 
‘he total imports of liquors declined by 315,055 gallons ani Rs. 1°29 lakhs in 
walue, or 32 per cent. in quantity and 4 per cent, in value, to 669,483 gallons 
valued at Rs.3239 lakhs. Importations of ales were lower than in any year 


the previous fourteen years. ‘Lhe United Kingdom supplied Ri per cent. 


ively, Pravtically the whole pty ane went into 
b 
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ns to 193,405 gallons but the value rose by Rs.°51 lakh to Rs. 18'ga lakhs. 
ions of wines rose by 3,376 gallons and Ks.'63 lakh to 28,343 


valued at Rs. 2°38 lakhs. Foreign imports of fvbacco fell by 24,784 tbs. to 


627,113 Ibs. but there was arise in the value declared. The coasting imports 
(Indian and foreign produce) advanced hy 173,248 lbs. and Ks.-7§ lakh to 
15,076,110 lbs. valued at Rs. 39°07 lakhs. There was an advance in the importa- 


7’ - 


se tion of mineral oils by 2,254,573 gallons and Ks, 3°20 lakhs, or 44 per cent, m 


uantity and 28 per cent. in value, a : 
The value of motor cars and motor cycles imported was Rs. 23°21 lakhs, 
or 82 per cent. in excess of the pievicus record higures for 1913-14. ‘The number 





_ of motor cars imported was 560, as against 296 in the previous year, Among 
the articles classified as Mssce/lancous tnere was an increase in the importations of 


Ny 


— Rs.2,45 


tons, showing an increase of 51,435 tons or 2 per cent. as compared with the 
oad ae figure. Notwithstanding the secreityof tonnage, abnormany algh 


while shipments to India declined by 


_ @FMs, Gmmunition and military stores, o1 butiaing and engineering materials, 


Of chemicais and chemical freparations, of cutlery, of bicycles, of 


and of instruments and apparatus. ‘There were decreases under fruits end | 
vegetables, maiches, parts of ships, soap, betelnuts, tea and umbrellas. te i 


‘146. The value of the combined export trade (Indian and foreign), of the 
Province, in rice, husked and unhusked, curing the year of report was cremter by 
01 iakhs than that ot the previous year and its value, Rs. 22,16°8 lakhs 
presented 59 per cent. of the aygregate value of private merchandise (excluding 
re-export) exported to foreign countries and India, The total quantity exported 





___WaS 2,243,204 tons as against 2,191,769 tons in 1915-16, 2,348,270 tons in 1914° 
ES) 2,744,236 tons in 1913-14 and 2,327,990 tons in 1912-13. During the year 
the demand was 
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he lar 
4 was Spain, whose ignments represented 29 per cent. of cag ay 
fen Eaves and the United Ki 


by 46,560 


od and the total quantiiy exported out of Burma was 22,43,204 


ry 


freights and restrictions placed on exports, the foreign trade was well 


oe | - 


shipments aggregating 1,215,277 tons, while India consumed, 1,027,927 tons, 
| Psalter ay per cent, and 46 per cent. respectively of the total exports. As 


the figures of 1915-16, foreign exports rose by 27 per cent., 


16 per ceut. The freight market was 


high throughout the year. At the close of 1915-16 the charter sates to the 


United Kingdom were as high as 1 


7§5. a ton, the rate for the four years” 


Previous to the war averaging 25s. 10d, per ton. About June the rate dropped | 


to 150%. owing to the release by Government of several transports for single 
Voyages with rice cargoes, There was a rise in September to 165s, and this 
fate continued till November; but in December there was a further rise 
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The rates to odes the se a ee also 
with freights to Calcutta at Rs. 17-8-0 dropping to Rs. 13 ay and advancingte 
Rs. 1s-8-0 during June-August, being some 200 per cent. higher than the rate 
current during the corresponding period of the previous year. The market then 
became easier, fiuctuating between Rs, 8-8-0 and Rs. 1 2-8-0, touching Rs. 15 in 
January and dropping to Ks.10 in March, Kates to Bombay orened at Rs. 25 
per ton or over 100 per cent. higher than in the previous year. In ie there 
was a rise to Rs. 30 and this rate continued till the close of the year. Freights to 
Penang and Singapore were at Rs. 2-4-0 to Rs. 2-6 o per bag and Rs. 2-8-0 per bag 
respectively as against 8 annas and 1:0 annas respectively in the previous year. 
With more steamers available there was a drop to Rs. 1-12-0 and Rs. i-14-0 in 


in March. Freights to Marseilles and nent ere aso igh 
a . 


May and to Re.1 and Rs. 1-2-0 in August. From ‘hat time there was a ste: 
rise until Rs. a-2-o and Rs. 2-6-c respectively were reached at the end of Mare 





The United Kingdom was again the largest purchaser of gice in the foreign ~— 


trade, her takings increasing by 26,656 tons to 316,429 tons, the highest yet 
recorded. The Straits Settlements came next with 252,882 tons, showing an. 


increase of 69,948 tons: much of this was, however, despatched to Java and 
Sumatra ports by the agents of Chinese shippers, with the result that the orders 
restricting exports to the Dutch East Indies were to some extent circumvented. 
Ceylon broke all previous records, taking 192,868 tons or 118,161 tons more than 
in the previous year. This increase is due partly to the increased use of Burma 
rice for the purpose of feeding estate coolies and partly owing to tonnage and other 
difficulties in drawing from her usual suppliers—Calcutta and Saigon. Shipments 
to the Dutch Fast Indies advanced by 72,345 tons to 169,643 tons, the highest 
yet recorded for direct shipments. The chief cause was the closing of t igon 
market, though a good deal of the business appears to have been so 2 
speculative. Holland took 28,922 tons more than in HONS 165 most of this was 
shipped by the Belgian Relief Committee. Switzerland io : d 
as direct buyer. Shipments to Mauritius rose by 8,542 tons to 16,489 tons. No 
business was done with Japan, owing presuma ly to her own rice crop being 
plentiful. China drew much larger supplies, due, it is said, to the failure of crops 





inthe country round Amoy. Exports to Cuba rose by 28,071 tons to 75,451 
osed to 


tons: these exports are solely cue to the German source of supply being closed ' 


Cuba and provide an illustration of a market, which, prim facie, British trade 


should be able to wrest froin the hands ot our enemies afterthe war. Rangoon’s 


share of the total foreign exports was 86 per cent. as against 81 per cent. inthe 

previous year. Bassein came next with 10 per cent. as against 16 per cent. and — 

Moulmein followed with 4 per cent. as against 2 per cent.in 1915-16. Shipments 

to India declined by 86,946 tons to 869,170 tons or by 9 per cent., owing to there 

belog 2 Sig de tir | good crops throughout Scams © The tota eto 
r 


of rice bran from the Rs. 25°92 lak ‘to 


| -rovince declined vy 58,682 tons an 
143,888 tons with a value of Ks. 37°05 lakhs, due principally to the scarcity of 


tonnage. Prices ruled lower, averaging Ks. 26 as against Rs, 31 per ton in the 


preceding year. The United Kingdom again took the bulk. 


127. Despite high freights and shortage of tonnage, the export trade in 


teak did fairly well during the year. A total quantity of 125,648 cubic tong trade: 
valued at Rs. 1,61°86 lakhs wes exported from Rangoon as against 101,203 cubic St her 





Non or —_— ¢g 
..The year opened **** 


ior the first time appeared | 


to gos: Rates then dropped to 180-185s. As tonnage became scarcer theiies : ‘ | ae 
prc sal until a803. was quoted at the nd of January 1917; but it fell to 2508, Repro 


tons valued at Rs. 1,38:48 lakhs in ig15-16. Foreign exports decreased by about commodities — 


20 per cent., as compared with the previous year’s figures, but Indian exports 
increased by 4o percent. Exports tothe United Kingdom and Australia declined 


but those to Ceylon, South Africa and the United States of America all showed an 


increase. No shipments were made to France, Italy or Japan. The increase in 
the exports to India was due to greater activity in the Indian markets and fairly 
fegular_opporiunities of shipment. Demand has increased owing to the needs of 
the Military Works Department ; and the scarcity of metal building materials has 
also stimulated the demand for teak for house-building. _In correspondence with 
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increase in the output of petroleum in the Province to a figure higher than any 
revorded, the export trade in mineyol oi/s was greatet than in any 
A total quantity of 155,878,906 gallons valued at Rs. 5,16°69 lakhs 
as against 147,c01,4C6 gallons valued at Rs. 4,65 56 lakhs in the 
3 year. In. exports of benzene, benzol and other motor spirit there was a 
drop of 553,113 gallons or 2 per cent. in the foreign trade. The United Kingdom . 
took 96 per cent. and the balan-e went to France. The home demand for motor 
‘abs Wessels strong throughout the year and an increase would undoubtedly liave 

~ Leen shown but {or the shortage of tonnage. Thanks to the increased requirements 
of the Indian market and of the military authorities in India and Mesopotamia, 
exports to ind’. advanced by 2,559,190 gallons to 6,630,724 gallons and by — 
- Rs. 29°s6lakhsto R . 66°30 lakhs, showing a rise of 63 per cent. in quanuty and 52 
*~ per cent. in value. Bengal took the bulk. [n this case aiso iie trade was ham- 
pered by difficulties of freight. Shipments to the Provincial ports were more than 
double the total of the previous year. Exports of kerosene oil to foreign countries 
 wefe practically s#/, but the Indian exports were the highest hitherto recorded, 
.. This was due to the cessation during the year of imports into India of oil from the 
_ Dutch East Indies, and also, in a lesser cone to the freight ditliculties experienced 

~ by American shippers. Exports of other kinds of mineral oils to foreign countries 
 @eereased by 89 per cent. in quantity and §5 per cent. invalue. ‘The principal cecline 
‘was in Navy fuel oi! sent to the United Kingdom. | Lubricatirfg oil fell from 221,659 
. gallonsto 181,184 gallons owing to lack of fre-ight and the difficulty in securing casks. 
' Less went to the Straits S<ttlements and Australia, whereas more was taken by 
~ Ceylon and Persia. An increase of 1,588,630 gallons and Rs. 2°99 lakhs. was 
~ secorded in exports to India chiefly under jute-batching and lubricating oil . Exports 
Of paraffiz-wax showed a substantial advance due to an increased demand for wax 
| for making munitions in the United Kingdom and the United States of America 
and the withdrawal ot restrictions on export to certain countries. ‘The total foreign 

A Son atige ge ge daip by 84,574 cwt. and Rs 20°45 lakhs to 4:9,525 cwt. with a 
~-yalue of Rs. 97:50 lakhs, which figures are'the highest recorded. Japan took 
about 95 per cent. of the total «xports. ‘The expo:t trade in candies showed an 
improvement during the year. Exports to foreign countries rose by 125,355. Ibs. 
and Rs. -45 lakh 06,277,420 Ibs. valued at Rs 07°73 lakhs. Shipments to India 
fell by 285,968 Ibs. and Rs -74 lakh tO 4,959,299 Ibs. with a value of Ks. 14°04 
_ takhs. Owing to the continuance of restrictions on export, a further decline took 
place in shipments of hides and skins to foreign ports. The «quantity exposted 
- Was 83,742 cwt. valued at Rs. 5934 lakhs, as ayainst 86,465 cwt. valued at 

~ Rs. 56°84 lakhs in the previous year. Owmg to a shortage of labour in the 
tanneries of the Unied Kingdom targe quantities, which otherwise would have 
gone to the United Kingdom, went to Ainerica. Buffalo hides declined by 1,454 

cwt. to 15,848 cwt., but advanced in value by Rs. 2°44 lakhs to Rs. S30 lakhs. 
The United Kingdom took 11,474 cwt. as against 14,395 cwt., whereas 
shipments to the United Stites of America rose from 160 cwt. to 2,408 cwt. — 
Cow hides decreased by 1,241 cwt. but the value was practically the same as in 

| the Previous year. France, taking 25,731 cwt. was the largest customer, the 

_ United States of America coming next, and the United Kingdom with 9,188 
_ cwt. coming third. Italy's takings dropped from 20,133 cwt. to 6,476 cwt., 
while Spain's rose from 832 cwt. to 3,150 cwt. Japan took 2,222 cwt. as 
against g cwt. in 1915-16. The totai exportations of raw cotton wcreased 
quantity from 141,603 cwt. in 1915-16 to 145,232 ewt. There was a 
Marked increase in value from Rs. 4101 lakhs to Rs. 66°53 lakhs. The total 
foreign shipments rose by 6,282 cwt. and Rs. 21°38 lakhs or 6 per cent. in volume 

id 70 per cent. in vaiie to 111,117 cwt. valued at Rs. 52°05 lakhs. Practically 

the whole of this went to the United Kingdom. Exports to Japan declined from 
20,693 cwt. to 656 cwt., probably o.ing to her being able to import cotton to 
better advantage from Amenca. Prices were high during the year, owing to there 
being a short crop in America. The trade in cotton seed was again almost . 
non-existent. Exports of cotton-seed oil, however, to the amount of 74,272 gallons 
valued at Rs. 1°32 lakhs, went to the United Kingdom. Exports of the bye- 
product cotton-seed oil-cake aggregated 63,850 cwt., valued at Rs. 1°75 lakhs, as. 
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ageinst 71,393 ewt. worth Rs.2'13 lakhs in t915-16, All the ail-cale want to 
the Un Kingdom. The export trade in grosednats recovered frem the 
collapse of the previous year and 43,1f0 cwt. were exported, the great bulk of 
oak’ went to Hongkong. Exports of groundnut oil showed a very marked 
n.-reaae, the total foreign shipments reaching the record figure of 493,468 gaSions 
with a value of Rs. 8:48 lakte, mainiy to the United Kingdom. % spite of the 
fact that ground ut oil was Micra so largely in the Province, 8,393 : 
wefe imported, chiefly from Hongkong, as against 6,229 gallo s in 1915-16, while 
the importations from India increased ny 582,320 gallons and Rs. 10°57 lakhs to 
196,572 gallons with a value of Rs. 1 <i 7 lakhs, all of which came from Madras. 
he general shortage of food in the United Kingdom was mainly responsible for 
the increase in the export of deans to foreign countries the total quantity rising 
by 33.445 tons or by 98 per cent. to 67,629 tons. The United Kingdom took { 
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per cent. of the total quantity exported, her share being 56,901 tons as agains? — 


1,288 tons in the previous year. Japan took 4,836 tons as against 692 tons. 
he United States of America, after.a lapse of two years, reappeared as a customer 
and tonk 3,100 tons. Owing to the requirements for war purposes the demand 


for rubber has been very active. The total foreign exports from the Province. 
were the highest yet recorded aggregating 2,301,157 lbs. with a value of Rs. 43°93 | 


lakhs as compared with 1,285,934 lbs. valued at Rs. 30°69 lakhs, an increase of 
79 per cent. in volume and 43 per ceut. in value. The average declared value 
Pe pound fell from Rs. 2-6-2 to Rs. 1-14°6. The United Ki gdom absorbed the 
‘bulk of the total quantity exported, taking 1,683,907 lbs. as against 1,051,008 Ibs. 
in 1918-26. while the Straits Settlements took 430,908 Ibs. as against 180,432 lbs. 


and Ceylon 91,118 Ibs. as against 18,704 ‘bs. in the previous year. Export is 


prohibited to all destinations other than the United Kingdom and British Possea- 
sions, but 93.79! Ibs. were allowed to be exported under license to America. The 
e port trade in cufch reccived a set-back during the year of report after the 
remarkable advance it mace in the previous@ear. The total exports to forei 

countries and India fell, bv 78,780 cwt. and Rs. 12°80 lakhs, to 91,544 cwt. with 
~ avalue of Rs. 07 81 lakhs, or by 46 per cent. in volumesand 42 per cent. in value. 
__ Exports to foreign countries dropped, by 8:,880 cwt. and Rs. 1378 lakhs, to 
§8,332 cwt. valued at Rs. 10°82 lakhs. The Indian demand, however, was much 
better, the total exports advancing by 7,100 cwt. and Rs. ‘97 lakh to 33,212 cwt. 
with a value of Rs, 7°68 lakhs or by 27 per cent. in quantity and 1§ per cent. in 
value. Bengal was the largest buyer. Only 74 cwt. of /ac valued at Rs. ‘og 
lakh were exported to foreign countries as against 93 cwt. in the previous year. 


Shipments to India, however increased by 4,994 cwt. and Rs. 5°57 lakhs to 


24,338 cwt. with a value of Rs. 8°52 lakhs. Prices ruled abnormally high the 
average rising from Rs.15 to Ks. 35 per cwt. Exports of éead to forei 
countries declined by 495 tons to 10,381 tons in volume but rose in value 
Rs. 18°05 lakhs to iss. 53°89 lakhs. The bulk went to Ceylon fortea packing 


an: other industrial purposes. Russia was the next largest customer taking 2,783 | 


tons as against 964 tons in 1915-16. The whole of this went to Viadivostock for 


the manufacture of war material. Exports to the United Kingdom declined by — 


3,18: tons to 1,915 tons. The more effective control exercised by Government 
over the methods of working wol/ryam: ore at the mines has resulted in an increase 
of some 7§ per cent. inthe quantity exported as compared with the previous 
year’s figures. There is every prospect of next year’s figures showing a substan- 
tial increase in output. 
The following figures of exports show the expansion of the industry —= 
| Tons, Rs. Lekha, 


1913-33 owe oes bos ww. 1,763 24°29 
1913-14 ae ove rT ws 1,879 29°31 
1914-15 ves Sea ‘e 1,916 26°37 
1915-16 ws. a oes ee 2,629 §3°10 


1910-17 oes 4,543 1,04°58 


Of the ‘total shipments, the United Kingdom took 4,409 tons and the rest 
went to the Straits Settlements (Penang) mostly for treatment there prior to 
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ion to the United Kingdom, The necessary plest 
> Sa bes ‘ettabiiched in Tavoy and shipment to the Straits” 


of Switzer 
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+ gecently been prohibited. | 
* shalt sine ore during the past five years were as follows :— 


191223 oe tee nee oe gt “05 
Igt3-i4 oer ee | 48s 7,027 47 
1gl4et «ee +. ene see 4,387 342 
igts i eee eee tee eee 


191 17 to ne 3,1 


Japan trok ~\997 tons and the United Kingdom the belance. The ore contains 


a varying percentage of lead which requires tu be separated, and shipments to 
the Unit 


ed Kingdom have so far been made only for the purpose of experim 
treatment. Exports of jadestone surpassed the previous year’s record figures 
by 1,245 cwt. and Rs. 5°84 lakhs, obey a total of 5,626 cwt. witha value 
of Rs. 11°31 lakhs. The value per cwt. ; Wdyanced from Rs, 125 to Rs, 200 or 
by 60 per cent. As usual Hongkong took practically all. ae 


ental 





: me Cs a) aah 
118. In 1913-14 the last complete year before the war the United Kingdom's 
share in the total foreign trade of Rangoon was 36:51 per cent. In 1915-16 


it was 47°33 per cent. and in the year of report 44°40 per cent. Of the total 


imports in 1916-17 55°94 per cent. came from the United Kingdom as against 
‘40 per cent. in 1915-16. Of the total exports 36°20 per cent. went to the 


United Kingdom as against 41°12 percent. The share of the British Empire 


(including the United Kingdom) in’ the total trade amounted to 70°46 per cent. 
as against 69°40 per cent. in 1915-16. = from the British Empire rose 
64 per cent. to 66'99 per ce:.t. of the total imports, and exports to the 


British Empire fell from 74°15 per cent to 72°93 per cent. of the total expo | 
Noteworthy variations were arise @ the Straits Settlements’ share and a fall in 
~Hongkong’s share of the total imports, a marked rise in Ceylon’s share and a 


fall in Egypt's share of the total exports. Forcign European countries claimed 
6°65 per cent. of the total trade as against 9°19 per cent in 1915-16 and 24°95 
percent. in 1914-14. Imports from foreign European countries were 7°59 pet 


‘cent. of the total imports as against 8°50 per cent. inthe previous year, while 
exports to foreign European countries wer€ 599 per cent. of the total exports 






as yma fis per cent. A sharp rise in exports to Holland and the appearance 
erland among the countries to which Rangoon exports are the most 
outstanding features of the ycar. Foreign Asiatic countries claimed 14°36 per 


cent. of the total trade as against 13'72 per cent. in the previous year. Imports 
from oe fell from 5°o8 per cent. of the oie iMpvits iv 15 per de Imports 


from Japan were 12°67 per cent of the total imports as against 10°49 per cent. 


while exports to Japan dropped from 2°27 per cent. of the total exports to 2°t7 
B cakcangs Exports to Sumatra and Nava tiecased markedly. Trade with the 
_ United States of America amounted to 5°52 per cent. of the total trade as against 
S97 percent lst year, ae 7 


* 


_-I¥9, The percentage of the total Foreign, Indian, and Provincial trade of the 
Province which fell to Rangoon was 84°18 as against 83°61 In 1915-16. of the 


foreign trade Rangoon claimed 89'97 per cent. Of the remaining 10 per cent. 


Bassein took 403 per cent., Tavoy 2°58 per cent., and Moulmein 169 per cent. 
The percentage of the trade with India that fell to Rangoon was coat and of 
the remaining 17°53 per cent. Akyab claimed 8°77 per cent., Moulmein 5°72 
per cent., and Bassein 2°99 per cent. : i 


£20. The total value of the interportal trade of the Province in private 


merchandise was very much the same as in the previous year, vis., Rs, 3,18°36 


lakhs as against Rs. 3,18°26 lakhs, imports being Rs, 1,73°40 lak inst 
; ; $. 1,73°40 lakhs as again 

Rs, at 70 lakhs and exports Rs. 1,44°96 lakhs as against Rs. 1,47°06 nae The 

bulk ot the traffic was as usual between rang 


£ ngoon and the ports of the Tenasserim 
Division, There was a drop of Rs. 438 lakhs in the value of the total trade ol 


| . bee ‘ 


Rangoon, from Ra. 1,28'90 lakhs to Rs. 1,34°59 lakhs. Movlmein again showed | 
a due to the absence of steamer traffic with Rangoon, there bemg’a . 
total fail of Ra. 99°11 lakhs due mainly toa decrease in imports from Rs. 35°92 Dime 
lakhs to Ra. 12°97 lakhs. Mergui was up by Rs. 11 lakhs to Ra. so’gn Rik, obec 
Tavoy ~ by Rs. 16 lakhs to Rs. 67°34 lakhs, and Akyab upby Rs.7 Jaks to rah 
Rs. gt lakhs. Akyab and Mergui showed increases in both exports and impoi 
while Tavoy showed an increase in impor. but a decline in exports the latter 
due to the a of a market at Penang and to high rates of freight and insurance. 












gaz. The total value of transfrontier trade registered during 1916-37 wag i cde tee 
Rs.9.48't4 lakhsan «crease of Rs. 2,01°83 lakhs, or 27 pee cent., over the corre owes a 
sponding figure for 1y15§-15, Imports rose by Rs 58°34 tkhs to Rs. 4,54°65 lakhs, ted, Sr Ae 
and exports rose by Rs. 1,43°49 lakhs to Rs. 4,93°48 lakhs. The great in ome 
in the material supplied to and the output from the Burma Mines’ props 
the Northern Shan States has been the main factor in the expansion. Generally | 
speaking, apart from mining activity, the depression of trade due to the war was 
maintained dufing the year. An apparent recovery shown in many cases inthe — 
increased value of exports is largely illusory, being due to the nse in prices. 
During the year, importation of live-stock, continued to fall. Importationof  - 
hides did likewise, owing to the impossibility of exporting by ea. Imports of teak 
were the same as in the previous year. Metals alone showed a substantial tise, due 
to increased output of lead from the Northem Shan State and wolfram from 
Karenni. Among exports, the only real rises, in manufactured iron articles, coal, 
and railway materials, were also due to mining activity. European cotton-goods 
were down is guantity but up in value owing to the rise in prices. Indian cotton ‘a 
yams showed an improvement both in quantity and value. 
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122. The trade with Western China is practically the trade of Burma with W 
Yénnan, with the main emporia at Bhamo and Téngydeh. The principal articles ial 
exported are raw cotton, Indian cotton yarns, European piece-goods, fish and 
jade. The principai imports are pigs, hides, orpiment, raw sik and silver. In 
1916-17 the total volume of trade constituted a record, rising in value to 
Rs. 1,57°67 lakhs as against Rs. 1,35°5: lakhs in 1915-86. Imports rose from 
Rs. 88°32 lakhs to Rs. 1,02°49 lakhs and exports rose from Rs. 49°19 lakhs to — 
Rs. 55°17 lakhs. The adverse balance of trade is adjusted by remittances from 
Rangoon to banks in China. The value of silver imported rose by Rs.g'55 lakhs 
to Rs. 78°61 lakhs. The increase which has been conspicuous during the last 
three years is attributable partly to the exchange of Chinese for British coin 
which circulates freely in parts of Yannan and partly to purchases of silver for — 
exportto Bombay. The importation of raw silk continued to increase and rose. 
m amount from 2,377 maunds in 1915-16 to 3,431 maundsin 1916-17 and in value 
from Rs. 10°04 lakhs to Rs. 14°53 lakhs. The average value per unit of theraw 
s'lk imported has decreased. This may be due to inferior grades being imported = 
to meet the demand caused by the stoppage of supplies from Europe. Imports = . 
of orpiment rose from 4,633 maunds worth Rs.61,806 in 1915-16 to 139,109 
maunds worth Rs. 2°15 lakhs The rise again is due to the impossibility of a 
obtaining from Europe ingredients for the manufacture of paint. The quantity 
of hides imported rose from 7,954 maunds to y,055 maunds, but the ree m value 
was by no means commensurate being from Rs. 2°31 lakhs to Rs. 2°37 lakhs. 
Among exports raw cotton declined in quantity from 4,964 to 4,335 maunds but 
rosé in value from Rs. 91,571 to Rs. 1.15,432. The fluctuations sm this trade in 
recent years have been interesting. The trade is a very old-established one. . 
Owing to the rise in price of Burma cotton due to the demand for exportation to 
Europe, India and Japan the quantity exported to Ydnnan fell in 1910-41 to 
1,478 maunds worth Rs.33,634. In 1913-14 consequent on a fall in prices in 
Burma the amount exported to Yénnan had increased to 7,681 maunds worth 
Rs. a°cs Jakhs, Next year, whenexportation by sea had declined, the amount — 
exported to YAnnan rose to 28,586 maunds worth Rs, 4°79 lakhs. In the last 
two years there has been a shrinkage correlative with the tise of prices in Burma. 

It would aopear that the demand for Burma cotton in Yiinnan is very elastic and 
‘8 
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increased in quantity oe §5,350 maunds worth Rs. 23°88 lakhe 
ae worth Rs. 29°08 lakhs. Huropean piece-goods declined 

in quantity from 12,136 maunds to 10,526 maunds, and in value from Rs. 14°48 lakhs 

to Rs. 13°78 lakhs. The quantity of fish exported fell considerably from 16,981 

maunds to 13.348 maunds, but the decline in value was only from Rs.1°51 lakh 

to Rs. 1°37 lakhs.. There was a marked fall in the export of jade from 4,249 

maunds worth Rs. 1°49 laxhs to 692 maunds worth Rs. gq lakh, = 








123. Trade with the unadministered Kachin countr increased in tts volume . 
from Rs. 11°82 lakhs in 1915-16 to Rs. 13°55 lakhs in 1916-17. This increase 


nd is m=.nly due to the rise in exports from Rs. 6'56 lakhs to Ks. 8-o1 lakhs the 


iactease in imports being relatively small from Rs. 5°25 lakhs to Rs. 5°5¢ lakhs. 
The trade is mostly petty trade in common articles of food and clothing. Pigs, 
fish and gold dust are the principal imports and cattle, clothing, Opium, and salt 


the “sa ag exports. SRE Ae 2 
Trade with the Northern Shan States increased markedly in total volume i 
during the year from Rs. 3,32°39 lakhs to Rs. §,11'55 lakhs, an increase of 54 per 
cent. Imports increased by 29 per cent. to Rs. 2,13°37 lakhs, and exports by 79 
ae n this trade metals, tea, hides, gums and resins, 
oranges and potatoes are among the chief imports, and wearing ad pa cotton 
yarns and piece-gocds, petroleum, fish, salt, provisions, coal and metals among the 


_.. @hief exports. The expansion in trade in 1916-17, as in recent years,is largely 


$2 
Ag 


rt 


due to the activity of ihe Burma Mines Corporation at Namtu. In the year of 


a repori the value of oranges po patie rose from Rs. 3°49 lakhs to Rs. 4°81 lakhs. ~ 


The value of dyes imported fell from Rs. 1°23 lakhsto Rs. *52 lakh. The value 


of gums and resins declined from Rs toe sto Rs. 1°35 lakhs. Hides fell in : 
a 


value from Rs. 3°31 lakhs to Rs. 2°83 lakhs, the reduction in Quantity being 


. = 


_ relatively less. Imports of pickled tea fell by over a lakh of rupees to Rs. 25°31 
lakhs while dry tea rose by Rs. 4 lakhs to nea 


early Rs. 30 lakhs. Imports of lead and ; 
“other metals” rose, from Rs, 37:29 lakhs in 1916-16, to Rs. 89°38 lakhs, mainly. 





owing to increased output irom the Burma Mines. Among exports, the value of 


European piece-goods increased from Rs. 27°49 lakhs to Rs. 31°98 lakhs though 
the eg exported fell from 21,716 maunds to 18,036 maunds. Exports of © 
petroleum went up by 53 percent. to Rs. 4‘93 lakhs. To the activity of the 
Burma Mines Corporation are due the rise in the value of ex d coal] from 
Rs. 10°95 lakhsto Rs, 29°48 lakhs, of iron from Rs. 5617 lakhs to Rs. 1,45°43 lakhs, 
and of railway materials from Rs. 4'52 lakhs to Rs. 9°32 lakhs. The value of salt 


exported rose from Rs. 3:97 lakhs to Rs. 6°17 lakhs. 


124. The decline in the Wade with the Southern Shan States which marked 
the two previous years was continued in 1916-17, when the total volume of trade 
declined by nearly Rs. 4 lakhs, or 2 per cent.. to Rs. 1,6381 lakhs. Imports declined 
from Rs. 74°94 lakhs to Rs. 72°46 lakhs, and exports declined from Rs, 92°55 lakhs 
to Rs.9t°35 lakhs. Sixty-four per cent. of this trade is now carried by the 
Southern Shan States Railway. Live stock, cheroot-wrappers, foodstuffs, timber 


and hides are the main imports, cotton and silk manufactures, fish, salt, spices and- 


silver the main exports. In the year of report, the value af conies imported 
declinec from Rs. 3°74 lakhs to Rs. 9°19 lakhs, and that of cattle from RS. 10 13 


lakhs to Rs. 8°67 lakhs. Only 8 elephants valued at Rs. “49 lakh were oe as 


against 57 worth Rs. 3°16 lakhs in 1915-16. The decl ne is due to the falling-off 
in purchases by timber firms. The value of imported garlic and oranges is up to” 
Rs. s'06 lakhs and Rs. 2°83 lakhs respectively, as against Rs. 2°31 lakhs and 
Rs. 1°27 lakhs in the previous year. There is a slight decline in potatoes from 
Rs. 4°04 lakhs to Rs. 5°77 lakhs. There is a marked increase in wheat, from 
Rs. 48 lakh to Rs. 3°94 lakhs. Imports in hides declined in volume from 3,244 
maunds to 2,739 maunds, and in value from Rs. 1°49 lakhs to Rs. 1:08 lakhs. 
ee anes pees were up by over one and a half lakhs of rupees to Rs. 16°87 lakhs. 
The value of paints imported rose from Rs. ‘79 lakh to Rs. 1°27 lakhs. Among 
exports wearing apparel declined in value from Rs. 4°18 lakhs to Rs, 3°59 !akhs. 
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European pigce-goods increased from 13,424 maunds worth Rs. 2664 lakhs to Cust 1V— 

15,424 maunds worth Rs. lakhs. Silk piece-goods fell from eae ey > 
hs to Rs. 8°35 lakhs. The value of iron articles exported fell from Rs. ak 

lakhs to Rs. 2°69 lakhs. Salt rose from Rs. 2°47 lakhs to Rs. 3°21 lakhs. Ofs “*°* 


were eX in larger quantities than the previous year: the value rose from : 
Rs. 4°85 lakhs to just over Rs. 6 lakhs. ? 3 
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tas. Trade with Northern Siam has decreased progressively since 1914-#5, Sm and 
the total vohome in that year being Rs. 70'95 lakhs, ral ie, R mf 49°01 la hee Karras: 
in the year of report Rs. 46°53 lakhs. Imports declined from Rs. 25°15 fakhs in 
1915-16 to Rs. 24°57 lakhs ond exports, which were as high as Rs. 31°31 | kbs in © 
1904-15, declined frum Rs. 23°85 lakhs to Rs. 21°96 lakhs, The decline in 
exports in 1916-87 1s considerably less both relatively and absolutely than in the 
ious year. But this is due mainly to the rise in prices, Cattle, teak, elephants 
and silver ate the main ape and wearing apparel and cotton eee and piece- 
oods the main exports. In the od of report, the value of cattie imported rose 
rom Rs. 2°69 lakhs to Rs. 9°46 lakhs, that of elcvhants fell from Rs. 561 lakhs 
to Rs. 4°61 lakhs, while teak showed a slight improvement from Rs. 5°92 lakhs to 
Rs. 5:96 lakhs. Among exports, European yarns declined i quantity from 5,757 
maunds to 3,658 maunds, but rse in value from Rs. 3°73 lakhs to Rs. 3°93 lakhs. 
European piece-goods declinec ir quantity from 1,393 maunds to 841 maunds and 
in value from Rs. 2°37 lakhs to Rs. 0°74 lakhs. 7 
Trade with Southern Siam fell from Rs. «0°46 lakhs in 1915-16 to Rs. 86°23 
lakhs which is rather less than half the volume of 1924-15. Pnports fell from 
Rs. 14°01 lakhs in 1915-16 to Rs, 10°33 lakhs, and exports from Rs. 6"44 lakhs to 
Rs. 5°87 lakhs. Among imports, the value of cattle declined by over a lakh of. 
cape to Rs. °66 lakh, and that of elephants frum Rs. 7 lakhs to Rs. 3°13 lakhs. 
Silk piece-goods increased in quantity trom 63 maunds to 133 maunds, the nse in 
value bem proportionately less, from Rs. 2:02 lakhs to. Rs. 3°38 lakhs. Among the 
exports the only notable increase is under sapeene goods with a nse trom 
Rs. 20,642 to Rs. 41,420. Japan is supplying the cheap manufactured articles 
that formerly came from Germany and Austria. All the other main items of 
exports, apparel, iron articles, cotton yatns and cotton and silk piece-goods show a 
decrease genefaily ranging about 25 per cent. > 
The total value of the trade with Karenni rose, from Rs. 29'§9 lakhs in 
1915-16, to Rs, 38°78 lakhs, imports being up by almost Rs, 3 lakhs to Rs. 25°87 
lakhs, and exports being up by Rs.6 lakhs to Rs.12°go lakhs. The B otcon 
activity in mining is responsible for the expansion of trade in the year | ae 
and is counteracting the depression caused in late years by the exhaustion ot the 
tcak forests. The rise in imports ts due to the increase tn the output of wolfram 
extra ted by the Mawch: Tin Mining Company which rose from a value of 
Rs. 3°55 lakhs in 1915-16 to Rs. 7°7 lakhs. The rise in exports is due to the 
manufactured iron articles rising from Ks. 7,510 to Rs. 2°34 lakhs and silver from 
Rs. 4°47 lakhs to Rs. 8°53 lakhs. 7 
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Public Works. 


126. No administrative changes took place in the Dep rtment of Public Admiaistre- 
Works during the year.. The tota] expenditure dunng the year was Rs. 1,25°52 Geneat 
lakhs ayainst a total grant of Rs. 1,354 lakhs. The expenditure in 1915°t6 


was Rs. 1,48'07 lakhs. 


(*) Roads and Buildings. 


127. The total length of metalled and unmetalled roads, | epee aa Coammenixa- 
mapas by pam agency throughout the Province outside unicipal tions. 
areas was 1,916 miles and 10,439 miles. The Public Works Department 
maintained 1,932 miles of metalled roads and 8,706 miles of unmetalled roads, 
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under the charge of local authorities. There wasa shri 
with year, of 21 miles in the case of metalled and 502 miles in 
e case of umetailed roads. ‘he total expenditure on communications, which 
in 8915-16 was Rs. 54°74 lakhs, amounted in the year of report to Rs. 58-2; 
lakhs, of which Ks, 1980 lakhs were expended op original works and Rs. 31°41 
lakhs on repairs. The usual routine of constructing, repairing and improving 
roads deunghont the Province was carried on throughout the year. Among the 
more str features may be noticed the construction of a 400 feet span 
i i 7; se Tatingang over the Namtu in the Northern Shan States, the 
ing Ks. 70,038. This bridge takes the place of a ferry and will. 
_ greatly improve communications in those States. Good progress was made in 
improving th cu.umunications of the Tavoy Distne: with a view to 


vhs, 
ap increased vutput of wolfram. ‘he improvements to the Pagaye-Myita 


_ and the renewal of another begun. Onthe Savov-P: 


hed, one wasac y finished 


-agaye road, three bridges were 
renewed, and part of the road realigned to avoid floods. An inspection bungalow 
was completed at Kanbauk. Improvements were also made to the communica- — 


Were completed. ‘ihree bridges were practically finis 





- tions of the oil-fields at Yenangyaung. ihe policy of replacing old timber bridges _ 


y structures of a more permanent nature was pursued vigorously and a sum of 
8. 3°80 lakhs was spent on such work. During the year four meetings of the 
Communications Sub-Committee of the Standing Advisory Committee were 
held. One result of these meetings was the appointment ot a selected Deputy 
Commissioner and Executive Enpincer to draw up schemes of road-construction 


--- and to work out proposals for improving communications in each Distnet in 


» Consultation with the Deputy Coinmissioner and 


car , , i 
| it x bhi 


_- ways in the Delta was the construction and complets 
for the major waterways, the iinprovement of which is 
_ Of three schemes the estimates were sanctioned by the 
- case of four schemes the necessary land was dem 


three schemes was notified for acquisition. 2) 


ee ’ __ 
imperat | | 
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"at Rangoon was completed. 
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» Permanent quarters for the Civil Police were 








“Executive Engineer of each 


ds the improvement of water- 


on of surveys and estimates 


All that was done during the year tow. 


e Local Government, in the 
emarcated and in the case of 
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128. A sum of Ks. 3°43 lakhs was expended on Civil Imperial Works as 
compared with Rs. 6'22 lakhs in the preceding year. ‘The new Customs House 
at bk ‘The new Telegraph Office at Rangoon was 
ptactically finished. The wireless telegraphy station at Maymyo was completed 
except for the rainwater pipes for the main building. A loggia was built at 
Government House, Rangoon. At Thayetmyo an internment-camp, and at 
Shwebo a sanatorium, were built for ‘Lurkish prisoners. Expenditure on Civil — 






= 


Provincial buildings, which in the previous year was Ks. .0°93 lakhs, amounted 
inthe year of report to is. 17 50 iakhs, ot which Rs. 9°68 lakhs were spent on 


new works and Rs. 7°82 lakhs on repairs. A sum of Rs. 1: 19lakhs was expended . 
on works at the Insein Central Jai! Ihe construction of a District Court-House 


al Myingyan to replace the former one destroyed by fire was commenced and 


"progressed satisfactorily. Good progress was made with the necessary buildings. 


at Mawlaik, the designated headquarters of the Upper Chindwin District. - 
completed at 13 police-stations in 


Lower Burma, Good progress was made with the new Municipa! Mogpital at | 


_ Toungoo. A new ward, necessitated by the development of the mining industry, 

was built at the Tavey Municipal Hospital. 
Old General Hospital to provide 
_ Medical School were taken in hand. These are the most outstanding items ina 
list‘of numerous works, completed or in 


At Rangoon the alterations of the 
etter accommodation for the Government 


progress during the year on schools, 


ert nee, jails, hospitals and other Government buildings throughout the 
> vince. 


129. 


the year the total expenditure throughout the Province on 


- Miscellaneous Public Improvements was Rs. 19°98 lakhs of which Rs. 15°08 


lakhs were devoted to new works and Ks.490 lakhs to repairs. The total 
expenditure in the previous year was Rs. 22°07 lakhs, The work of reclaiming 


; contemplated. in the case — 


wet) PUBLIC WORKS, 





~sites in the Delta by the dredger ‘Frederic Fryer” was proce: 
the ceciamation of Wakéma and MawlamyainggyunTowns tin the Myav 
District and of the recreation-grovnd at Ma-ubin bemg completed and two-thitds: Dierase-' 
of the work at Pyapdn carmed out. Reclamation was also carried out at 7" 
Myohaung in the Akyab District where the moat was filled in, and at Kyambpya 
where the filling in of swamps behind the cmbankment was nearly completed. « At 
che new Railway Towns of Bassein, Yegyi (Bassein Distiict) and Penwegoa 
(Pegu District) progress was made with the constsuetion of roads. The site of 
the new civil station at Kalaw in the Southern Shan States was cleared and tome 
four miles of roads and ten culverts completed. The protective embankment 
at Sagainy was completed. Protective works to the foreshore at ,Bogale in the 
PyspOn District and at Kyaukpyu nea the bazaar were completed. The Singon 
bndge at Kyauks® was completed. : : ‘Ke, a 
‘Surveys were made and materials collected for an empounding reservoir at’ 
Maymyo and construction was begun with convict labour.. In the Basse 
District the screw-pile jetiy at Kangyidaung was completed. Two landing stages 















were constructed at Thayagon and Thayaukmyaik in the Myaungmya D 
Considerable progress was made with the construction of the jetty at Andrew 
in Sandoway. The improvements to the China Bakir Lighthouse were comple 
the new light being first exhibited in December 1916. The improvements to the 
landings at the Alguada Reef Lighthouse were nearly completed. The con- 
struction of bazaars was completed in ten towns mainly in the \rrawaddy Division 
and the Northern Shan States. New bazaars were in process of construction at 
three towns, and improvements to bazaars were being carried on in four other 
towns np@the Province. The water-supply schemes at Kalaw, Ma-ubin and 
Minbu were brought near to completion. Schemes for supplying Pyawbw@ and 
Yaméthin with water were in hand, and a start was made with a scheme for 
supplying Aungban in the Southern Shan States. Three tube-wells were success-_ 
— fully sunk at Myingyan.- Unsuccessful attempts to obtain water by means of 
tube-wells were made at Pyinmana, Paungdé, Yaméthir and Meiktila. A scheme 
for the dramage of part of the town of Akyab was completed, and a scheme for 
Toungoo nearly completed. A scheme for the — of Pwinbyu inthe Minbu — 
District was started. Expenditure on Town Lands Reclamation works in Rangoon. 
amounted to Rs. 34 lakhs. Practically nothing was done in the way of actual land - 


reclamation owing to lack of funds and the work done consisted in making roads, — 


- 
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surface-drains and sewers in areas already reclaimed, Sas rue 
130. Thc total expenditure on military works was Rs. 5°38 lakhs as against Masary 
Rs. 525 lakhs in the previous year. A second-class operating-room for the pore 


fs a: 


Hospital for !ndian troops at Mandalay was nearly completed. At Maymyo, 
temporary barracks in the Gurkha lines were built at acost of Rs. 67,256, ihe — 
improvements to the ritle-range at Thamaing were practically completed ata cost 
_ of Rs. 78,477. Good progress was made on the construction of four more 
quarters for Sergeant-Instructors of Volunteers at Rangoon. At Pegu improve: 
ments were catmed out to the Sergeant Instructor’s quasters, Burma Railways. 
Volunteer Corps at a cost of Rs. 3,599 and at Tavoy quarters for a Sergeant — 
Instructor, an armour , drill hall, kit-store and office were completed at a cost of — 
Rs. 32,904, At the camp for prisoners of war at Thayetmyo, weailies scczops 

were provided for all temporary barracks in the North Camp and temporary 
bungalow accommodation for 20 officers in the South Camp. Within the Fort — 
the construction of accommodation for the British Infantry detachment and of — 
temporary accommodation for the Garrison Company, including two quarters for 
Indian officers, was completed. : | st 









(s3) Railways and Tramwmays. 


131. The railways of the Province are worked by the Burma Railways Com- Raitways: 
pany, Limited. No additions were made to the length of open line and it remained 924 serveys. 
at 1,598'46 miles. No lines were under construction during the year. The report _ 
and eztinates for the proposed coast-route line to connect Burma with Indis were 
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under consideration during the ear but no conclusion was arrived at 
e should bead in a. to the ate Valley 
questi suitability of zane 


roposed Aun 





was postponed till after survey as in 
the Government of India, the terminus at Heho will meet require- 
present and che peel on be survey compl an 
oe depen District from Kyangin to Petye was 

and the estimate aie under consideration sake 
sungiaw Trams has been taken over by the Arakan aetaiesy 


need, ns were in progress during the year b the 
cn oats wen dg In the first of 















$ ts the is exp that the line will be ys be 
Bree co shee dale Fi mee recei om a syndicate styled the Ten- 
asserim Railway and “Trades Syndicate for the establishment of a railway-system 


2, _ in certain pans of the Teenpormm Division and was under Conese in the year 
. - ras of _— - 


aie During the year there were in all six Cauote accidents due to causes 
| _—s other than floods. Traffic was interrupted temporaril , but there was no loss of life — 

Serer or serious i to persons. T[ he most serious accident occurred at Ok _ station 

ae on the Prome |! 2 on the agth November 1916, when a mixed train collid@ with a 
Hint — train in consequence of the driver of the latter having ran against 
ial one was hurt. The two engines were interlocked, five wagons were wrecked 

. and four others damaged. The total damage amounted to Rs. 7,850, The 
offending driver was prosecuted and sent to j three months. Two p | 

| y on the main line near Yaméthin by the ap ey, ok ‘a train 

owing to the driver prematuicly arriving tt the br s, Of the other derailments, 
e,on the Frege was due to wilful 2 hung A 
line, were Sie ticns age He assage 
of the permanent wa Floods Dre 





















a) : and ten goods “vehicles of a mixed train were 
~ precited into the gap. No passengers were injured. One fireman was slight! 
Damage to the extent of over Rs. 10,000 was done. On the night of the 3 
September a sudden floac, due to the bursting of a irrigation-weir, cansed a breach 
: on the main iine near Minzu station. A goods train dropped into the breach and — 
i sixteen wagons were wrecked. The driver and two firemen were s 
_» Damage to the amount of Rs. 10,000 was done. During the same “several 
breaches were made in the line a few miles further north, which ote total 
| uspe of traffic for 3} days. Damage by floods also caused pns to 
fate on the main line between 'ya anid Yeni stations in July and ncar 
| station in September ; on the Mogaun -Myitkyina line between Kawlin 
and Wuntho stations in July ; on the S pee 2 Feed Leg between Rychmon and_ 
be stations in June and between Yerataung ond Legyi stations in September ; 
Mandalay-Lashio line, at the Gokteik Viaduct in September ; and to the 
Southern Sh weg ates line at Lebyin in October. Persistent trouble was caused 
- i a to floods, into a cutting south of Yinmabin station on the 
Shan States line. Traffic was interrupted in August and twice in 
October. At the same shied in February, traffic an in interrupted and four 
coolies ejered, two fatally, by the fall a piece of roc Mallowing 0 some blasting 
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wTéllle sed 433. The number of passengers carried by the Reina Railwa s Com ny 
faanes, during the year was 29,030,278 as compared with 27,738,360 in a “16. any 


gross earnings were Rs. 2,47'28 lakhs, an increase of Re. 26°46 lakhs onthe previous 


coy while worbing expenses were down by Rs. 97,000 to Re. 10868 
hs. The net earnings thus rose from Rs. 91°17 lakhs to Rs, 1,186 Iskbs. Qn. 
the total capita) outlay since the commencement of i to Rs. 17,0824 
lakhs, The tota) mileage run by trains increased from 4,767,702 miles to 4,604,566 
miles. Gross earnings increased by Rs. 23'*5 lakhs to Ks, 3,93'20 lakhs and there 
veing a vecrease of some Rs. 62,000 in working expenses, net eatniogs rose from 
Rs. 54°33 lakhs to Rs, 1,08'30 lakhs. The sees 4 of expenses to earnings 
 was§! "48 as against $7°80 in the. previous year and net receipts amounted to 
596 per cent. of the capit-l outlay as against a correspon figure of ¢80 in 
1915-16. The total capital outlay on the Pegu-Moulmein ay was rede 
during the ycar by Rs. 5,298 and stands at Rs. 185 19 lakhs. The train mde 
increased from 365,827 to 381,445 miles. Grogs earnings increased fro 
Rs. 1463 lakhs to its. 17°56 lakhs and working expenses fell from Rs. 8°94 lakhs 
to Rs. 892 lakhs. The net earnings were t ore Rs. 8:6 lakhs as agamat 
Rs. 5‘7 Jakhs in the previous y ar. The ratio borne by working expenses to gross 
earnings fell from 61°09 per cent. to 50°81 per cent. and the net receipts amounted to | 
"$7 per cent. of the capital omer as against 3°67 intgi5-16, On the Henzada- — 
yangin agen the total capital outlay decreased during the year by Rs. 26,163 
to Rs. 64°95 lakhs. The train wileage decreased from 107,073 to 104,170 miles. 
Gross earnings increased from Rs. 3°94 lakhs to Rs. 3°13 lakhs and there being 
an increase in working expenses from Rs. 2'01 lakhs to Rs. 2°03 lakhs net earnings 
rose by Rs. 17,290 to Rs.1°1 lakhs. Working expenses amounted to 64°86 p» 
cent. of the gross earnings as against 68°47 per cent. in the previous year and 
net receipts represented 169 per cent. of the capital outlay as against 1°49 mM 
1915-16. On the Southern Shan States line capita! outlay on the completed — 
portion from Thazi to Aungban was reduced during the ycar by Rs. 2°37 lakhs to 
Rs. 1,53°51 lakhs. The train mileage decreased from 111,404 to 86 432 miles. 
Gross earnings decreased slightly from Rs. 339 lakhs to Rs. 3:38 lakhs and 
working expenses considerably from Rs. 3°18 lakhs to Rs. 2°83 takhs. Net eam- — 
ings rose frum Rs. 21,413 to Rs. 55,277 and represented o'36 per cent. of the~ 
total capital outlay as against 014 per cent. in the previous year. The percentage 
of expenses to gross earnings was 8365 as ag inst 93°68 in the previous year. 
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134. ‘he total number of passengers carried by the Rangoon Tramways Traawaye . 
during the year was 10,860,639, an increase of 49.223 over the previous yea”’s — 
figures. The running mileage was computed at 1,435,286 as agamst 1,446,512 in _— 
the preceding year. The tot | receipts amounted to Rs. 8,523,956 as compared - 
with Rs. 8,61,301 in the previous year. In Mandalay the Burma Electric Tram- 
ways and Lighting Company carried a total number of 2,676,qQ00 passengers with 
a total mileage run of 508,960 miles as against corresponding figures of 2,559,108 
and 502,507 in the previous year. The receipts were Rs. 2715 lakhs as — | 
Rs. 2°63 lakhs. The Mandalay-Madaya light railway was completed in March | 
1917 but was not open for passenger traffic at the close of the year. ee: 





(3st) Canals. 


135. The Pegu-Sittang Canal in the Pegu District is maintained out of canal 
dues andused solely for navigation. On this canal, the water hyacinth (Zsckhovaie — 
Crassiges) again gave trouble during the year, and a large part. of the funds po : 
for the maintenance of the canal had to be spent on weed-extraction. To ROS 
with this pest various expedients were ——— which, though nt en 
successful, at least prevented the cana) being blocked for any considerable | 
of time. Various repairs were done to the sluice-gates. A sum of Rs. 60,500 
WAS Spent on repairs to the Abya Sluice. The Suction Dredger worked from 
November to January inthe shallow area between miles 33 and 34. Measurements 
mone length showed that, three weeks after dredging operations ceased, the canal- 
beu had come back to the same level as before operations began, a result which, 
aS no silt is being deposited, can be due only to the weight of the high banks 
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are brought under cultivation. The gross 
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‘ae the bed up. The cost of maintaining the canal was Rs. 1°82 lakhs as 

i Rs. 1°39 lakhs in the previous year. Receipts increased from Rs. 1°67 
tithe in 1918-16, to Rs. 1°73 lakhs. The expenditure during the year on the 
scheme for improving the Twante Canal, the chief waterway between the Rangoon 
riverand the China Dakir River, appears in the accounts as minus Rs. 63,577. This 
ano aly is accounted for by the fact that. the dredger “ Oswald” was 

taken over by His Majesty's Government for service in Mesopotamia at her depre- 
ciated val ¢ of Rs. 7°61 lakhs. Of the total sum expended, Rs. 3°21 lakhs were 
spent on excavation oy dredging, by which means 807°5 lakhs cubic feet of earth 
were extracted. A sum of Rs.94,870 was spent on the maintensnce of dredgers 
and launches. Two dredgers and two launches were sent to Mesopotamia at the 
enc of the year. Laterite pitching at the New Cut accounted for an expenditure 
af Rs. r2glakhs. The Shwetachaung Canal is partly used for irrigation and partly 


for navigation, serving the local traffic between Mandalay and Madaya. The 


damage done by floods in the previous year was repaired, various minor improve- 
ments were made and the ordinary maintenance works carried out at a total cost 
of Rs. 1,155. “A 


Irrigation. 


136. There are in the Province four irrigation works classed as Major Works 
—the Mandalay Canal, the Shwebo Canal, the M&n Canals and the Ye-u Canal. 
The total amount of capitai outlay in connection with these canals at the end of 
1916-17 amounted to Rs. 2,10°38 lakhs of which Rs.5'42 lakhs was expended 
during the year. The total area receiving benefit increased from 277,792 acres 
to 282,447 acres; revenue receipts fell from Rs 15°59 lakhs to Rs. 15781 lakhs; 


working expenses fell from Rs.& 46 lakhs to Rs. 6:17 lakhs and net revenue 


amounted to Rs. 894 ‘lakhs as against Rs. 10°13 lakhs in the previous year, 
representing a return of 4°2 per cent. on the total capital outlay including that 
portion expended on the unfinished Ye-u Canal. he area irrigated by the 
andalay Canal was 63,084 acres as against Go,45t acres in 1915-16. This 
area is the largest on record, the previous best being 62,967 acres in 1913-14. 
A further expansion is to be looked for as the high level pipes from th os 
canal are expected to irrigate a larger area: | fy 
Kinbat Distributary will be increased. when 












in 1915-16 to Rs. 4'05 lakhs and, working exp hs : 
Rs. 1°5 lakhs, the net revenue rose from Rs. 2°05 lakhs to Rs. 2°35 lakhs. The 
net revenue represents a return of 4°12 per eext. onthe cavial outlay.. The gross — 
sevenue is the highest ever secorded. ‘Ihe increase in the year of report, however, 

is only partly due to the increase in the area irrigated, as there were large 


recoveries of water-rate and land revenue tax due in the previous year. 
working expenses include an outlay of Rs. 47,844 on the reconstr ection of the 


head weir. The area irrigated by the Shwebo Canal was 161,274 acres as against 





165,287 acres in 1915-16. The gross revenue fell from Rs.8*rg5 lakhs in 
bo lglg to Rs. 7°80 lakhs and working expenses from Rs. 2°86 lakhs to Rs 2°74 
lakhs. Thus the net revenue fell from Rs. 529 lakhs to Rs. 5°06 lakhs. The net 


_tevenue represents a return of 8°54 per cent. on the capital outlay. The falling 


off during the year is due to a shortage inthe supply of water from the river in 


the eatly p rt of the season and also to part of the area being given over to the 


cultivation of wheat which crop is assessed at a lower rate than rice. The area 
irrigated by the M8n Canals was 58,089 acres as against §2,054 acres iN 191 5-16. 
Phe increase is due to the favourable season and especially to the absence of 
floods, The gross revenue fell from Rs. 4°89 lakhs in 1915-16 to Rs. 3°86 lakhs. 
The decrease is dueto the fact that outstandings of 1gt4-15 amounting to 
Rs. 1°95 lakhs were realized in 1915-16. Working expenses fell from Rs. 2’1 lakhs 
to Rs. 1°73 lakhs and net revenue from Rs 2°79 lakhs to Rs. 1°53 lakhs, The 
het revenue represents a return of 2'7 per cent. on the capital outlay. The Ye-u 
Canal is still under construction. f)uring the year a oat sum of Rs. 5°52 lakhs 
was expended, bringing the total expenditure on this canal up to Rs. 37'35 lakhs. 













ne Salin Canals 27,957 as against 23,148 acres. ; 
is due tothe favourable season, also to reduction of rents by 
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Minor Works sufficiently important to merit notice are the foll 
The Shwetac*aung Canal in the Mandala a 
as against 14,866 acres in the previous year. Mu | 
12,003 as against 12,645 acres. Ia the Mciktila District the area iti 
the Meiktila Lake rose from 24,492 acres in 1915-16 to 46,292 acres 


In améthin the area irrigated from the Kyauksé tank rose 
1985-16 to 8,203 acres. A legion of small Minor Works in 
irrgated 79,977 acres in the year of report as against 45,570 acres in th 


irrigated from the Nyaungyan-Minhla tank frem 16,969 acres to 27,133 acres. 


year. The most notable fluctuations from last year's level are a drop from 11,567 _ 





acres to 8,223 in Shwebo and a rise from 20,013 acres to 37,287 in Yamé 

The total area irrigated from Minor Irrigation Works was 383,666 acres as 
against 299,218 in 1915-16. The gross receipts from Minor Irrigation Works in 
Upper Burma was(Rs. 15°16 lakhs, working expenses were Rs, 6°20 lakhs and net 
revenue Rs.8'96 lakhs as against co-responding figures of Rs, 12°52 lakhs, 





Rs, 68'g lakhs and Rs. 5°69 lakhs in the previous year. _ lg 
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CHAPTER V. 
REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


RERPSRENCES=— 


Report on the Land Revenue Administration of Burma duting the year eaded the 30th June 2917. 

Administration Report of the Public Works Department, Burma, (Irrigation) for the year 1926-17. 

Report op .1¢ Naar time Trade and Customs Administration of Burma fer the ofBcia! year 1916-17. 

Acnusl Statement of the Sea-homne Trade ard Navigatica cf Duraa with Focegn Countries and 
Indian Ports fer the official year 1916-17, Part I, Foreign Trade. al 

Report on the Administration of the Excise Department in Buema during the year ended the 31st 
March 1917... | | . 

Report on the Administration of Salt Revenue in Burma during the year 1916. 

Report on the Administration of the Stamp Revenve in Murmna for the years 1914-15 to 1916-17. 

Repert onthe working of the Income-tax Act, I! of 1886, in Burma for the yeaes 1914-15 to 19117. 

Report on the Forest Administration of Burma for the year 1916-27. 

Report on the working of the Rangoon Municipality forthe year 1916-17. 

Report onthe Reclan:ation of Rangocn Town Lands for the year 19:6>47. 

Resolut'ton reviewing the Reporta on the working of Municipal Committees in Burma (except 
Rangoon) during the year 1916-17. 

Annual Statement of the Sea-Lorne Trade and Navigation of British India wuh the Braish Empire 
and Foreign Coantries, Volume it. = 


Seatmtical Abstract for British India, Volumes If and fV. 


Provincial Settlement. 


138. The receipts and expenditure of the Prevince, other than those pertain- 
_ ing to Local authorities, are divided between the Imperial and Provincial Govern- 

ments in accordance with the terms of what is »known asthe Provincial Se tlement. 
The existing Provincial Settlement was drawn up in 1907, but its terms were 
modified in 1911 with a view to converting large fixed assignments which the 
Province then received from Imperial Revenues, into shares of growing revenue. 
The original Provincia! Settlement was described in the General Administration 
Report of 1907-08, and the subsequent modifications were summarised in the 
General Administration Report of 1911-12. In 1915-16, in view of the fact that 
‘the Provincial Settlement had proved less favourable to the Province than had 
been anticipated, an additional recurring assignment from imperial to. Provincial 
Revenues of Rs. 15°11 lakhs was sanctioncd. There was no fresh modification of 
the Provincial Settlement in the year of report. 
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ee Gross Revenue and Expenditure. 


139. The gross receipts for the Province for the year of repart darethited to 
Rs. 19,7211 lakhs, as against Rs. 11,4224 lakhs in the previous year, and the 
42 lakhs, aS against Rs.8,75°93 lakhs in the 


gtoss expenditure to Rs. 8,76° 
previous year, receipts thus showing an increase of Rs.1,29°89 lakhs and 
pts classed as Imperial rose by 


expenditure an increase of Rs.'50 lakh. Recei 

Rs. 64°05 lakhs to Rs. 4,29°29 lakhs, and i's classed as Provincial rose’ by 
Rs. 39°01 lakhs to Rs. 5,93°34 lakhs, Receipts of District Funds rose by Rs, 10°45 
lakhs to Rs, 55°22 lakhs, and receipts of Municipal Funds rose by Rs. 4'0§ lakhs 
to Rs.1,05°58 lakhs. Imperial expenditure decreased by Rs. 10°78 lakhs to 
Rs. 61°62 lakhs, and Provincial expenditure decreased by Rs. § lakhs to Rs. 5 59°06 
lakhs. Expenditure from District Funds rose by Rs. 3’5 lakhs to Rs. 56°62 lakhs, 
and that from Municipal Funds fell by Rs, 


¢'91 lakhs to Rs. 1,09'38 lakhs. The 
Feceipts and expenditure from other funds were respectively Rs. 88°68 lakhs and 


1988-87.3 LAND REVEXUR bi 


Rs. 89°75 lakhs, as apainst corresponding amounts of Rs, 76°35 lakhs and Rs. 74°06 Caur, ¥— 
res include the transactions of the Rangoon and Moalmen Monici- Freecs, 


lakhs in the 
the Rangoon Port Trust, and the R Pil do n 

ite angoon Port Trust, angoon Pilot Fund, though they do not 
(cok seh Govelinent | sori a Oe ee 


(4) IMPERIAL REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


(Pm this section ave Giseussed sources of Revenue of Bzpenditure which ere portly, cs well es thoss whieh 
+ eve wholly, Imperial.) 3 wry 


140. The net increase of Rs. 64’os lakhs in Imperial receipts is the result 
of a gross increase of Rs. 64°82 lakhs, occurring under eight heads, and a 
decrease of Rs. 76,800, occurring mainly under four heads. The receipts under 
the head ‘Land Revenue” rose by Rs. 3°71 lakhs, due to a good ultura 


season, to enhanced demands of land-tax as a result of the re-settlement of three 


Districts, to increased returns from the auction-sales of fisheries and to ificreased 


Teta) 
imperial 


figere: 


output of minerals and precious stones. Receipts from epium in reaged by - 


Rs. 1°53 lakhs, receipts fron: salt by Rs. 6°37 lakhs, and receipts from stamps by 


three-quarters of a lakh of rupees. There was an increase of Rs, 3°6 lakhs under 


Excise, of Rs. 33°29 lakhs fron: Customs, and of Rs. 7°65 lakhs from Income-tax. 


Under the head “ Transfers between Imperial and Provincial” there was an - 


increase of Rs.7°76 lakhs due to the reduction of the contribution from Imperial 
funds for the constitution of the new frontier District of Putao and the cecspation 
of Hpimaw. Of the heads under which there was a decrease, the principal is 


“ Irngation, ’ receipts under which fell by Rs. goose result of smaller receipts _ 


from the Mén and Shwebo Canals. This entaflec : 
under the head ‘ Portion of Land Revenue due to Irrigation.’ There was also a 
decrease of Rs. 9,607 from Tribute and of Rs 8,467 m receipts in and of super- 
annuation. 2 : : eit 

In cxpenditure there was a gross decrease of Rs. 13°61 lakhs, occurring 
mainly under three heads, and against this an increase of Rs. 2°83 lakhs mamly 
failing under five heads. There was a decrease of Rs. 40,822 under the head 
‘ Irrigatton—Major Works” anda decrease of Rs. 9g! lakhs under “ Capital 
Expenditure on Major Works.” Expenditure on Civil Public Works fell by 
Xs. 3°19 lakhs. There was an increase of Rs. 1°26 lakhs under “ Refunds and 
Drawbacks’ due to larger refunds from Customs, Tributes, Land Revenue 





and Income-tax. The only other considerable imerease is one of Rs. 88,846 


under the head ‘ Customs.” 


-. & 


ed 
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Land Revenue. 


14%. The gross receipts under ‘‘ Land Revenue ” for the financial year 
ending 31st March 1917 were Rs. 4,73°7! lakhs, as against Rs. 4.6418 lakhs in the 
previous year. Under the terms of the Provincial Settlement by which three- 


cighths of the reccipts under this head are allotted to Imperial and five-eighths to 
Provincial Funds, Rs, 1,76°24 lakhs were credited to Imperial and Rs. 2,97°47 lakhs 


to. Provincial Funds respectively, as agamst corresponding amvuunts of Rs. 1,92°53. 
lakhs and Rs. 2,91 65 lakhs inthe previous year. Expenditure under Land Revenue, 


which is wholly debitable to Provincial Funds, was Rs.68°55 lakhs as compared 
with Rs, 70°94 lakhs in the previous year. Land Revenue proper, of the 
collections during the year amounted to Rs. 3,00°78 lakhs, as against Rs. 2,88°72 


lakhs in the previous year, is dealt with under Chapter II of this Report. The head 


“Land Revenue” also includes receipts from sources other than the land-tax. 
Collections of capitation-tax in Lower Burnia amounted to Rs. 57°25 lakhs as 


another decrease of Rs. 21,982 5 


compared with Rs. 56°68 lakhs m 1915-16. The number of persons assessed to 


capitation-tax was 1,491,443 some 12,000 more than in the previous year. As 
compared wth the year immediately pre eding the war, the number of assessees 


waS smaller by 874 only, while the demand was Rs, 70,432 larger. A larger 
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in proportion to the number of assessces has been a noticeable feature 
ehe outbreak of war, afd indicates a steady growth of the permanently 
re ton. to which the inarried couples inainly belong, together with 
iminution of the temporary immigration of workers, mostly single men, from India. 
Remissions were down by some Rs. 16,000 to Rs. 14 lakhs, and outstandings at 
the close of the year were Rs. 1,165 as against Rs. $7 § in the previous year. ° 
‘Collections of land-rate ir. lieu of capitation-tax amounted to Rs.93,584, which is 
practically the same as in the previous year, The number of households assessed 
to thethameda was 883,783, being 8,248 more than in the previous year. Remis- 
sions, however, were heavier, largely owing to damage done by late floods in 
the Chine-vin, and the collections were Rs. 39°69 lakhs, an increase of only 
Rs. 20,894 on the previous year’s figure. lxeceipts uncer fishery revenue — 
amounted to Rs. 31°19 lakhs as compared with Rs. 29°9§ lakhs in 1915-46. The — 
demand showed a recovery of about a lakh and a quarter of rupees from the low 
figure of 1915-15, despite a fall by over Rs. 20,00v1n license fees. The price of salt 
continued high, the market was comparatively poor, the season was mediocre, and 
the lease-rents were in some cases paid with difficulty. emissions totalled | 
Rs. 31,760 as against Rs. 31,295 in the previous year, and outstandingsrose from 
Rs.10,430 to Rs. 12,539. Collections of “ Miscellaneous Land Revenue’ amounted 
to Rs. 41°67 lakhs, very nearly five lakhs of rupees less than the previous year’s total. 
Of the sub-heads under this main head Rents of Town Lands not credited to Local 
Funds fell by Rs. 4,388 to Rs. 2°59 lakhs. Fees, rents and royalues on petroleum, 
rubies, jade and amber decreased by over ixs. 6$ lakhs to Rs. 33°25 lakhs. Receipts 
from petroleum declined by over Rs. 7¢ lakhs owing to exhaustion of some of the 
oil sands and to temporafy interruptions of work. Royalties on jade-stone 
decreased by Rs. 37,300 to Rs. 85,500. The recovery of the trade in rubies that 
had marked the previous year was continued in 1916-87 and largely in conse- 
ange receipts from royalties on precious stones increased by over Rs. §2,000. 
ees, rents and royalties on other minerals rose by Rs. 8°56 lakhs or 64 per cent. 
* — toRs. 3°99 lakhs and are the highest ever recorded. ‘Ihe ‘lenassertm Division 
alone accqunts for the whole of the. increase. The Tavoy receipts rose from 
Rs. 1°6 lakhs to Rs. 2°79 lakhs chiefly on account of an increase of over a lakh of 
-_. Mupees in royalties on wolfram. Royalties on tin rose from Rs. 207 in 1915 
Rs. 2,228. moreits under the Village Act rose from Rs. 2‘1 lakhsto Ks. 
lakhs, and survey fees from pottas rose from Rs. 10,624 to Rs.26,777.. 
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| Canal (Navigation and Irrigation) Revenue. ze 
é 142. The concluding paragraphs of : Chapter IV deal with the canals and 
‘mgation works of the Province and the revenue obtained from them during the 

ear of report. Receipts and expenditureon Major Irrigation works are wholly 


Imperial. Those of the other works referred to in th agraph mit ned 
are wholly Provincial. = oa pike se s above i a 





Sources of Imperial Revenue other than the Land. 


tinea 143. Both receipts and expenditure und 


, ; er the head Customs are clasSified as 
Imperial. Re eipts under this head do y 


not include the inigury duty on salt, Which 
is classed under the head “ Salt.” The total collections "a the ade andl the 
head Customs amounted to Rs. 1,52°76 lakhs as against Rs. !,19'47 lakhs in the 
Feyious year, an increase of Rs. 33°29 lakhs. Receipts from exports rose by 
Rs. 10°99 lakhs to Rs. 61°88 lakhs, and recei ts from imports rose by Rs. 32°29 
lakhs to Rs, 89'05 lakhs, The reasons for these increases are discussed in the 
paragraphs of this Report that deal with Trade. The expenditure on Customs 
was Rs. 7'20 lakhs as against Rs. 6°31 lakhs in the previous year. The increase 

In expenditure was mainly due to larger xpenditure on the appraising establish- 
ment, m steam launch charges and allowances, and to the payment of fees for 


Sunday labour. The net revenue froin Cust oe at 
» Rs. 1,13°16 lakhs in the previous year. Dene 85 ty66' 50" aRae ae 





feeb.) SOURCES OF IMPERIAL REVENUE OTRER THAN THE LAND. 93° 


144. Under tue Imperial Accounts head Opium” there is no expenditure 
in Barma, and receipts include only the payments made by the Government of 


aha 


Burma to the Government of lidia for the purchase of opium. All other recapts Francs, 


and expenditure in Connection with opium are included under the head “ Excise " 
which is neticed below. In the year of report the Government of Burma expended 
on the purchase of opium a sum of Fis. 519 lakhs as against Rs. 3°66 lakhs in the 
ious year, The increase is in part due to the enhancement of the rate charged 

y the Government of Iridia. 


§ 


145. No cha-ze 1 the law or procedure took place during the year but a Se 


Burma Salt Act (smce passed into law) was under preparation. The customs duty 
on imported salt was raised with effect from the 1st April from Ke. 5 toRe. 1-4-0 
per maund and the excise duty on local sait was raised with eftect from the 15th 
_ Apni from 12 annas to Ke. t per maund in the seven Districts where duty is levied 
on the outturn. The cost of the salt establishment was Rs. 45,444 as against 
Rs. 46,066 in 19:5 and the proportion of cost to revenue in the seven direct-duty 
Distnicts 5°86 per cent. as against g 8: per cent. The decrease in proportion of 
cost to revenue was due to increased revenue. — : 


a 
-, 
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146. Scarcity of shipping and high freiyhts had 1n the previous year caused [ plea of 


a large reduction in the quantity of fcreign salt imported into the Prov nce. 
Towards the end of that year the pice of salt was nearly double the normal price 
and stocks in bond were very low. The result was to stimulate both the produc- 
tion of local sal: and the importation of foreign salt in 1916. The output of salt 
in the seven Districts under the system of dnect taxation was 993,09: maunds as 
compared with 718,405 maunds in igits. {athe other Districts, under the system 
of composition duty, the estimated output for the year was 63,432 maunds, as 
against an estimated output of 57,996 maunds in the previous year. The number 
of licenses in the Districts under direct taxation rose from 252 to 259, Bassein, 


Amberst and Mvaungmya having incieases of 4, 2 and 1 respectively. In the © 


Distnets in which the sy stem of composition duty is in force, the number of licenses 
rose from 331 to 878, the number of cauldrons rose from 796 to 870, while the 
numter of pots feli from 138 to 127. Of the eleven Distr cts, excluding the 
Upper Chindwin, 6 had an increased and 5 a decreased estimated output. In the 
Upper Chindwin tie output increased from 56 maunds to 354 maunds. Inthe 
direct-duty Districts the quantity of locally-made salt issued from bond dunng 
the year was 855,562 maunds, an increase of 227,249 maunds, or 36 per cent., on 
the previous year’s figures, In the Districts under the system of composition duty, 
the revenue demand increased by Rs. 2,711, or #2 per cent., to Rs. 35,186. The 
demand in the direct-duty Districts increased from Rs. 4°7 lakhs to Rs. 7°75 
lakhs. [mports of foreign sah incicased by 455,708 maunds, or 33 per cent, to 
1,918,232 maunds. Since 1897 thes: figures have been exceeded only in 1911 
aud 1914. Clearances from bond increased by 122,505 maunds, or a little over 
d per cent., to 1,592,308 maunds. The duty realized increased by Rs. 4,37.405 or 
nearly 30 per cent. to Rs. 19,07,208. Imports from the United Kingdom rose from 
339,126 maunds in 1915 to 423,868 maunds. Imports from Aden rose from 302,916 
maunds to 589,970 maunds, imports from Egypt from 104,806 maunds to 438,378 
maunds, white imports from Spain declined from 550,079 maunds to 426,028 
maunds. importations of salt from India which rose from 8,979 maunds in tyt4 
to 265,574 maunds in 1915 fell to 40,044 maunds in the year of report. At the 
close »? the year the amount of Burma-made salt in bond was 101,719 maunds as 
against 61,238 maunds twelve months earlier, while stocks of imported salt in 
bond had increased from 302,955 maunds to 547,843 maunds Imports of salted 
fish declined by 95 per cent. to 102,077 maunds, and the duty thereon by 9 per 
cent. to Rs. 45,327, the figures in each respect being the lowest on record. 


{here was an increase in importations of the wet variety and a large decrease in . 


the dry variety. The decrease is attributable to tightness of the meg market 
and to better prices being obtainable in the Straits Settlements. The total revenue 
derived from salt and saltfish during the year was Rs, 27°53 lakhs, as against 
Rs, 30°11 lakhs in the previous year. 
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Cau. Vom | 147. The gross receipts derived from excise amounted to 
| Wi 








Excise— 
{ goors. 


~~ g4B. The total revenue derived from opium increased b 
; Rs. 39°25 lakhs. The bulk of this total increase of Rs. 5°29 la 
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compared with Rs, 81°15 khs in 1915-16 an increase of Rs. 7'%9 lakhs ot 8 

‘per cent. In these figures is included only the net ays issues of excise opium 
é.¢., the proceeds from the issues of opium mans the cost price to Government), 
: in former years the proceeds were shown as revenue and the cost debited 

acharge. Making allowance for this, the ficures constitute a record. Revenue 

liquors rose by Ks. 1°75 lakhs or ‘8 per cent. to Rs. 47°83 lakhs. The 
















cae secepts from opium rose by Rs. 5*29 lakhs or 4 6 per cent. to Rs. 39” 
by over # per cent. from Rs. 12°53 lakhs to Rs. 12°36 lakhs. 
- the wecrease is a fall in refunds owing to more accurate forecasting by licensees 

of the profits of their shops. — : oe oe 


* + ~ : - : 593 
e total expenditure on the conjoint Salt an Excise establishments fel 
3 item in 





x 156 per cent, to 
akhs consists of an 
ase of Rs. 5°07 lakhsin the net gain on issues of Excise opium. This was due 


‘to increased issues of opium and toan increase in the wholesale price. The balance 


of the increase is made "e by an inerease in the receipts from license fees from 
Rs.’g1 lakh to Rs. 1°12 lakhs. The total quantity of opium issued, both excise 
of the increase being in issues of excise opium. Issues increased in 22 Districts, 
d the same in one (Salween), and decreased in 9 Districts, The continued 


and confiscatsd, rose by 5,192 seers to 48,539 seers, slightly more than the whole 





‘searcity of shipping has decreased imports of illicit opium, thus making consumers. 


go to the Government shops for their supply. ‘There was a very large increase of 


4 2,182 seers in Rangoon Town, due to immigration of Chinese ee win 
_ %@ political troubles in China, and to the “closing of the Chinese clubs, which — 
m, ‘caused Chinamen who had been catered for in these establishments from illicit 


Xs Is ¥ 
Mining development is responsible for an increase of 1,097 seers in 






ources, to resort to the Government shops. The influx’of Chinesé is responsible — 
for considerable increases in Pegu, Myaungmya, Ma-ubin hae ag tr | 
| iver 


The scarcity of Chinese opium and the consequent mse in the price of illicit 


 opiam toa level above the Government retail rate, was the main factor in a 


eee ereass in the northern Districts of the Province. The only noteworthy 
lecrease was in Toungoo where issues fell by 101 to 1,226 seers, m consequence — 
of the emigration of consumers in ‘search of employment. The ide of 
consumption per 100 of the total pa jlation rose from ‘45 seer to “45 seer. T he 
rise is attributable to detictincd txctales for obtaining illicit opium. Smuggling — 
declined during the year. Smuggling by sea has diminished owing to the curtail- 
ment and disorganisation of the steamer services. Smuggling by land from China — 


and the Shan States has diminished as opium finds a better market in China 
than in Burma. The hawking of shop opium has declined owing to the stricter 


supervision of allowances. The number of persons arrested for offences under. 


the Opium Act fell from 2,925 in 1915-16 to 2,672 and the number of convictions — 


from 2,411 to 2,179. The percentage of convictions fell from $2°4 to 81°. The 
“sage geen opium seized fell by 8:01 per cent. to 1,360 seers. The convic- 
tion of a Jewish smuggler for possession of opium concealed in tins of Talcum — 
face-powder brought to light the operations of a powerful syndicate of Jewish 
smugglers in Calcutta. The wholesale price of opium issued was raised by Rs. 5 | 
per seer in the case of all shops except three for which the increase was larger. 
During the year sanction was given for a general revision of the wholesale rates — 
with the object of fixing them so as to give licensees an uniform gross profit of 
Rs. 10 per seer on the estimated sales. the normal wholesale price being varied — 
according to a definite scale where sales are cither very large or very small, 
Retail epee were raised one anna per tola all round, following the imerease !" 
wholesale prices, During the year the license fees also were revised So as t© 
make them bear the authorised proportion to estimated gross profit, namely 
one-quarter. | 3 : 


149. The total quantity of liquors of all sorts imported into Burma was 
674,823 gallons, a decrease of 321 per cent. on the figures for the previous year. 





oe 


wate) SOURCES O* IMPRRIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN THE LAND, . 
The decrease in value, however, was only 4°9 per cent. owing to micreaard cugt Czer. V— 
in tle cuuntsies of origin and increased freights. Imports of ale, beer and porter <=" 
fell by 271,598 gallons to 448,229 gallons. Potable spirits decreased in quantity Fisasce. 
by 50,938 gallons to 196,668 galions, but rose in value from Rs. 18'94 lakhs t 
Rs, 19'27 lakhs. Under this head whisky was the largest item, the qua 
imported being 80,5¢9 gallons. The issucs of fermented malt liquor from the only 
brewery of the Province rose dur:.g the year by 27 per cent. to 198,868 gallons. 
The dutv on the amount manufactured rose by 79 per cent. to Rs. §3,.96 , a recoro 
figure. The increase is due to the larger output and the increase of duty whach 
came into operation near the end of the previous year, Foreign spint was manu- 
factured durirj t'.e year at distilleries in Mandalay, Toungoo and Amherst. 
Clearances from bond of spirit excised at the tariff rate decreased by 26 per cent. 
to 8,86: London Proof gallons. Issues at pnvileged rates to troops and mili- 
tary police increased by nearly 38 per cent. to 1§,0:0 gallons. The amount of 
duty realized rose by Rs. 565 to Rs. 1°54 lakhs. The number of wholesale 
licenses for the sale of foreign liquors, including imported liquor and local ligu 
excised at the tariff rate, fell by 2 to 93. The numsber of licenses for retail sale of 
foreign liquor in public houses decreased by § to 169. Special retail licenses 
increased by 20 to 155, the increase being more than accounted for by a mse in 
~ the number of temporary and of canteen licenses. License fees for the vend of 
malt liquors fell by 17°1 per cent, to, Rs. 23,935, and those for the vend of other 
foreign liquors by 11°7 per cent. to Ws. 7°22 lakhs. The totalissues of country 
spirit which is regulated on the contract distillery system increased by 8'7 ‘per 
cent. to 78,459 gallons while duty increased by 12°5 per cent. to Rs. 3°57 lakns. 
The increase is at the expense of the more costly foreign liquors and is due to 
economy enforced by war conditions. Cut ef 16 Districts, 9 showed increased 
issues. The gs io increases were ii Rangoon, That&n, Tavoy and Mergui, 
iand the principal decreases in Akyab and Bassein. The number of licenses for 
the vend of country spirit remained at 144 the same as in the previous year. 
License fees increased by Rs. 2,026 to Rs. 2°51 lakhs. There was no change in 
the position or number cf outstills ar of shops iicensed for the vend of outstill 
liquor. Receipts fell by 6 per cent. to Rs. 19,520. The number of licenses for 
the sale of ¢av# or country fermented liquor fell by 20 to 636. License fees fell by 
nearly 3 per cent. to Rs.6,87,214. Zart seems to be giving place to other 
country fermented liquor, especially in Lower Burma. Licenses for the sale of 
country fermented liquor other than fart rose by § to 375. License fees rose by 
98 per cent.to Rs. 25:13 lakhs. The only Districts that showed decreases were 
Prome, Toungoo and Myitkyina. - 

For offences relating to countzy spisit there were 2,412 arrests and 1,916 
convictions (79 per cent.) against 2,219 arrests and 1,738 convictions (78 per cent.) 
in the previous year. Included in the above are 933 convictions for llcit 
distillation as compared with 861 in 1915-16. For offences relating to country 
fermented liquor of all classes, there were 4,942 arrests and $904 convictions Aye 
per cent.) against 4,373 atrests and 3,520 convictions (80 per cent.). Th 
convictions in connection with country alcoholic liquor generaily rose by §62 or 
over 10 per cent, to 5,820. Of these, 3,000 took place in five Districts, Tharta- 
waddy (500), That8n (486), Henzada, Amherst and Bassein. Thatén was easily 
firstin convictions for illicit distillatiod and Tharrawaddy enjoved a similar pride 
of place for convictions in coynection with country fermented [iquor. 

During the year the duty on denatured spirit was abolished. 












1§C. The quantity of ganja seized during the year rose by 50 per cent. to Ganja, 
3h tolas (nearly 2°2 tons). Convictions of all kinds rose by 47 per cent. to cocsine ead 
738. The use of the drug by cthers than Indians is negligible. The only reported lier 
use of it by Burmans is in the Insein District where g out of a total Burmese 
population of 233 896 are said to be addicted to the drug. 

Cocaine licenses rose again by 3 to 40 the same figure as in 1914-85. The 
amount seized fella little short of 50 Ibs. avoirdupois which is double the figure for 
the pee ycar, but 83 Ibs. less than that for 1914-15, and less than a quarter 
of the figures for 1g10-18 and 1913-14. Convictions fell by a third to 594. 
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sale. The gradual recovery o 
‘the revenue, which in consequence 1s almost up to the pre-war level.. the 


96 REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. tite, 
Convictions for unlicensed sale show a slight increase. Stocks of German 
Coteine in the Province are dwincling and recent importations are of Japanese 


Licenses for the sale of morphia by pharmacists rose by 3 to 45. Sei ures 
fell by 6 lbs. to just below 14 Ibs. avoirdupois. Convictions fell by 34 to 274 
This drug seems to be distributed from 8 centres only, namely, Rangoon, 
one or two villages tear Kangoon, Pegu and Okkan in the Pegu District, 
Okpo in the Thattawaddy District, and Henzada and Danbi in the Henzada 
District. | 


25x. The gross receipts under the Stamp Act and the Court Fees Act 
amounted to Rs. 36°65 lakhs as against Rs. 35°15 lakhs in the previous year and 
Rs. 34°28 lakhs in 1914-15. In 1914-15, which inciuced the frst eight months of 
the war there was, as compared with the preceding year, a fall of nearly three 
lakhs of rupees in receipts under the Stamp Act partly counterbalanced by a rise of 
one lakh of rupees in receipts under the Court Fees Act. Both these variations 
were due to the contraction of credit and other business difficulties which followed 
the outbreak of the war. Since this first year the receipts under both Acts have 
increased steadily and the total for the year of report is higher than that of any 
single year since 1911-12, Receipts from the sale of Court-fee stamps increased 
from Rs. 20°59 lakhs in 1915-16 to its. 20°95 lakhs in 1916-17. The rise which 
marked the frst year of the war has thus been maintained. The increase in the year 


_ of report is attributable to the payment in Rangoon of a single fee of Rs. 84,657 m 


an administration case. Receipts from the sale of non-judicial stamps, comprising 
both engraved sheets, and impressed labels, which two classes of stainps, being 
used for similar transactions, are :'ealt with together, rose from Rs. 11°25 lakhsin 
1915-16 to Rs. 12°22 lakhs. 'Xeceipts from this source were over Rs. 12 lakhs m 
each of the two years preceding the outbreak of war. There was a fall of over 
Rs. 2 lakhs in 1914-15, the first shock of the outbreak of war having brought about 
a considerable restriction both of commerc:a! :ransactions and of the business of 
financing agnicuiture. Later the blow to agricultural cred t produced an increasing — 
number of transactions providing improved security for loans or involving the 
complete transfer of previously mortgaged land to money-lenders by deeds of 
F trade added to the effect of these transactions on 


depressing effect of the war on the moncy market is reflected in the fall inreceipts 
from stamps for fundts or inland bills of exchange. There was a slight recovery 


in the year of report when receipts rose from; Rs. 23,444 to Rs. 31,180. But the 


avetage annual receipts for the past triennium are only Rs. 26,870 as 3gamst 
Rs, 48,081 for the previous triennium. . Receipts from foreign bill stamps, used 
for bills of exchange drawn outside British India rose during the year from 
Rs. 30,092 to Ks. 36,034. The revenue from the sale of other general stamps 
and miscellaneous receipts rose during the year from Rs, 77,35§ to Rs. 79,216. 


Sales of share-transfer stamps yielded Rs. 13,724 as against Rs. 11,340 in the 


previous year and stamps for forms of cheques, receipts and brokers’ notes 
Rs. 32,283 as against Rs. 29,555. Receipts from stamps for le practitioners’. 
licenses fell from Rs. 17.845 to Rs. 14,942. Duringthe year the total number » 
of stamp vendors decreased from 2,509 10 2,313. The larae deercase is mainly 


~ due. to the withdrawal of licenses from village-headmen in the Tharfawaddy 


District, tn consequence of the failure of the attempt begun in 8914-15, 
to make stamps ‘readily procurable in jungle villages by issuing vendors’ licenses 
to the headmen of important villages. The amount of commission drawn by 
vendors rose by Rs. 3,093 to Rs. 49,885. No serious misconduct on the 
part of licensed vendors came to light during the year. The number of 
cases of insufficiently stamped documents dealt with by the courts decreased 

m 949 in the previous year to 919 andthe amount of duty and penalties 
realized from Rs. 11,576 to Rs, 10,941. The number of cases dealt with 
by Collectors ,on impoundment or adjudication increased from 360 to 398 and 
the amount realized from Rs. 5,991 toRs.6,348. The number of persons brought (o 
trial for offences against the stamp law was 4§ and the number of persons convicted 
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wey 
as corresponding figeres of 44 and 34 in the previous year. Fine 
Fade wong Arya and rewards to Rs 696 Ss againtt Re. 450 and Re. 23 


pega 2 The number of reports made to corre ering : 
of estates in connection with applications for probate or leti jministratic 
ared with 409 in 1915-16, and the number of cases in whicl 











was 470, a5 

s were 423 a3 against 446, The total of deficit court-fees require 

was Rs, 10,285, as abet Re s.068 fe tots 16, the increase being attrib: ab - 

to one estate of cxceptionally high value in Hanthawaddy. — tee. 
Cc on account of discount and establishment for the sale of stam 





increased from Rs.61,259 to Rs. 63,089, cost of supervision increased from 
Rs, 24,721 to Rs. 25,177 and cost of stamps from Rs. 6,606 to Rs. 10,041. TI 


total.net receipts increased from Rs. 34°11 lakhs to Rs. 3¢°62 lakhs. 


2. Receipts and expenditure under the head ‘‘ Assessed Taxes” are credited Assmsed — 
and dcbited respectively in equal shares to Imperial and Provincial Funds. The “** 
Income-tax Act is applicable to the whole of Burma but was completely operative 
only in Lower Burma and in Mandalay Town. It was not extended toanynew © 
areas during the year. The method of assessment and agencies of collection — 
remained uncha . The Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Act came into force _ 
- on rst April 1916, its principal effect being to raise the maximum rate of assess- = 

ment from § pies to one anna in the atte Early in 1917 the Indian Income-tax “ 

(Amendment) Act of 1917 came into force, its principal provision empowering a 
Collector to serve a notice on any person whose income in the Collector’s opinion 
is not less than a thousand rupees per annum to furnish a return of his income. 
The net yield of this tax for the year was Rs. 39°66 lakhs as compared with 
Rs 24°52 lakhs in the preceding year. The net collections in Rangoon were 
Rs. 25°71 lakhs as against Rs.14'52 lakhs, The number of assessees payi 
incomestax on “ salaries, pensions and gratuities paid by Government ” decheanl 
from 5,865 in the previous year to 5,506, while the amount of tax collected from 
them rose from Rs. 4:03 lakhs to Ks. 5758 lakhs. The number of assesseestothe 
tax under the head “salaries, pensions aud gratuities paid by Local Authorities” 
was 086 as against 1,046 in 1915-16 and the amount collected Rs. 58,984 as against 
Rs. 48,613. | Nearly two-thirds of the assessees under this head are employees of 

_ the Rangoon Municipality or of the Rangoen Port Trust and the decline is due to — 
many of them having to the war. The number of persons who paid incomes 
tax on “salaries paid by companies and other private employers” was 5,827 as 
against 5,584 in the previous year, an increase of 4 per cent., while the amount 
paid by them increased from Rs. 3°84 lakhs to Rs, 5‘o2 lakhs. The number of 
__ persons assessed in Rangoon in 1916-17 amounted to 4,766, which is 82 per cent, 
Of the Provincial total and 5 in excess of the total for Rangoon in 1913-14. 
_ Outside Rangoon, the most important increase occurred in Tavoy where, owing 
to the recovery of the wolfram industry from the collapse consequent on the 
' outbreak of war, the number of assessees rose from 56 in 1915-16 to 178 in the. 






"year of report. The number of companies assessed to income-tax was 67 in 


against Rs. 


1916-17, as against 64 in the previous year, and payments were Rs. 13°70 lakhs as 
rs lakhs, The incteail in the acces is entirely due to the 

_ . enhanced rate of taxation and if the old rates had been in force there would have 
_ been a decline of over 10 per cent. on the previous year's receipts. In Rangoon 
_ there were 148 companies on the register as agsinst i62 in the previous year. OF 
59 were exempted on production of certificates of payment elsewhere, and f 
$3 were declared to be non-assessable. The number of assessees under the head ; 
“tax on income from other sources " rose from 14,124 to 14,797 and the amount - 
~ from Rs. 9'14 lakhs to Rs. 14°41 lakhs. Of the total number 3,429 were in 
own as against a corresponding numberof 3.357 in the previous year. 

Exclu iteoon Town the number of assessees rose from 10,767 to dg 0 
The initial demand amounted to Rs. 19°79 lakhs from 16,923 assessees. The 
disposal of objections and revisions by Collectors and Commissioners reduced 
the to Rs.15'97 lakhs payable by 15,183 assessees. Expenditure 
increased from Rs, 52,425 to Rs. 55,500 the largest figure yet recorded. The 
cost of collection, however, only amounted to 1'4 per cent. of the total amount 
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_ : inst 2°18 ouhain the a year, efonde - rose fr 
™ Rs. 26,157 to Rs. 216 of which Rangoon Town was responsible for Rs. 47,9; 
< is ‘shearing balince at the close of ‘the year was Rs. 166 lakhs 1s see | 
Rs. 20,216 in 1915-16, Rangoon Town and Tavoy account for nearly the whole, 
The large balance of Rs, 1,10,692 1n Rangoon is largely due to one assesger * 
ne whose assessment is Ks. 62,500, having been allowed to cefer payment: tll 
cane _ and there having been a similar delay in the case ef two others whose 
Eas ~ assessments exceeded Rs. 28,000. There was an outstanding balance of Rs. 54,917 
~*~ im Tavoy where, owing to a large increase in the number of assessees-and the 
‘preoccupation of the District officials with other work, objections to assessments 
Could not be dealt with before the close of the year, The total amount remitted 
ing th.. year as itrecoverable was Rs, 16,526, a marked decrease on the figures 
of eithe: ‘ot the two preceding years, The total number of coercive processes A 
issued was 421. as against agg in the previous year. Of the total, Rangoon Town 
accounted for 175 and Myaungmya District for 282. ae te 
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| Provinciat, «=: 153. The Provincial receipts were Rs. 5,93°34 lakhs, as against Rs, 5, 
~ _ feces lakhs in the previous year, an increase of Ks. 39°01 lakhs. Increases, oc 
tainly under nine heads and totalling Rs. 482 lakhs, were partly set off by 
decreases mainly under four heads amounting to Rs.g:i9g lakhs. There was an 
under * Excise,’ of Rs. ‘75 lakh under ‘ Siamps," of Rs. 2°67 lakliis under ‘ Minor 
~ Works’ and of Ks. 2680 ‘lakhs under ‘ Forests.’ There were small increases 
under the heads ‘I’orts and Pilotage,’ ‘ Medical’ and ‘Scientific.’ The large 
increase under * Forests’ is due to a good floating season. There was a decrease 
er Rs. 28 lakh under the head ‘Jails,’ of weariy Ks. -32 lakh under ‘Police,’ 
$*70 laxh under “ Miscellaneous" and of Rs, 7°76 lakhs under the head 
_ “Transfer between Imperial and Provincial.’ Considering that the contribu 
from Imperial Funds was Rs. 7°76 lakhs less than in the previous year, the real 
improvement in Provincial receipts on the figures of the previous year amounted to 
Rs. 46°77 lakhs. a — eee 






























‘Provincial ==«-- 54. The Provincial expenditure for the year was Rs. §,59°06 lakhs, as — 
— Rs. 5,64°06 lakhs in the previous year, The total decrciee of just under 
-_Rs.5 lakhs is the result of a decrease of Rs.15 7 lakhs, occurring mainly under 

__. six heads, partly counterbalanced by an increase o} Rs. 107 lakhs. occurring ini} 
under eleven heads. The most outstanding decrease is one of Rs. 10°86 lakhs 

-_ under the head ‘Civil Works—Publie Works’ due mainly to a smaller outlay on 

_ Mew works. There was a decrease of Rs. 2°4 lakhs in expenditure under the head 
_ “Land Revenue,” of Rs. ‘8 lakh under “ Medical,” and of Rs. ‘95 Jakh under 
ae ‘Political.’ There were smaller decreases under ‘Sanitation’ and ‘SI : 


No amie, Salle Eperem sowing the largest increase in expenditure was ‘ Civil Works—C iwi 
: oa » ae .- : 















re eames an increase of Rs, 4°67 lakhs, due to contributions made to District Funds in 
= poeae- u per Burma for the maintenance of Provincial roads made cover te these fare 
ee s | th “a ; oo SP ae "f 

ae There was an increase of Rs. 1°61 lakhs under “Ports and Pilotage” due to the 


3 anced cost of stores and coal and one of Rs. 1'o2 lakhs under ‘ General 
Administration.’ There were swnaller increases, ranging between Rs. ‘62 lakh and 
‘Rs, a6 lakh, under the heads ‘Refunds,’ ‘Forests,’ ‘Jails,’ ‘ Education,’ ‘Agt- 
cult ‘Scientific,’ ‘ Superannuation ' and ‘ Minor Works.” 


Foren, 7 15§. The Forest Department Report deals with the year ending on the 30% 
AU be 1917, and the figures of revenue and expenditure given in it therefore differ 
| ose compiled inthe Finance Department, The gross revenue for 
_ Year amounted to Ks. 1,27'09 lakhs, as against Rs.9664 lakhs in the previote 
year, an increase of Rs, 30°55 lakhs, | 


187827.) | 
The revenue exceeds that of the previous record year, #912- 
Rs. ice fitthe. The actual surplus shows an increase of lee 18 a 
rupees on the surplus of that year as the expenditure on exploitatior : 
while increased by over Rs. 8 lakhs and that on establishment by nearly Rs. 
There was an increase under every head of revenue except tha! of mino 
peer oe whe by consumers. Under that head there was a fall of Rs.* 
ikh to Ks, 0°84 lakhs, the decrease ae, more than covered by a erop 
Rs. 1'28 lakhs in the i duty ’ = ieee from timber extracted by 
Government agency rose by nearly Rs. 12} lakhs to Rs, 27°05 lakhs, mainly owing: 
to abetter market, It is practically ‘eoteal with the revenue of 1912-13, when 
the price of teak was Rs, 10g per ton, as against Rs. §9-5-o in the year of report. 
The revenue from timber extracted by consumers rose by over Rs. 16$lakhs — 
to Rs. 83424 lakhs. This was mainly due to ipod Haine seasun and ida lesser — 
extent, to a somewhat improved market. The increased consumption of wood 
fuel, owing to the difficulty of obtaining coal, is responsible for a rise intevenue from 
produce other than timber extracted by Government agency by some Rs. 28,000 — 
to Rs. 194 lakhs, and from firewood and charcoal extracted by consumersby a 
quartet of a lakh of rupees to Rs. 2°6i lakhs. ‘The total expenditure of the year was - 
| Res. go91 lakhs as against Rs. 47°6. lakhs in the previous year. As an economy — 
' necessitated by the war, my ae on the extension and constitution of forests _ 
‘was reduced by over half a lakh of rupees to Rs. 1°15 lakhs, and expenditure on 
- tmprovement by Rs. 37,000 to Rs. 5'53 lakhs. Expenditure on pa mrose 
by over Rs. 4 lakhs to Ms. 18:22 lakhs, an increase due to the progressive extension 
of departmental operations. The expenditure on establishment rose by Rs. 14,000 
to Rs, 891 lakhs. The value of stocks of timber and other produce at the sale 
depSis uf the department was Rs.>%'97 lakhs at the beginning of the year and z 
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456. A District Cess Fund is maintained by every District in Lower Burma. Di | 
_ No change occurred in the number of such funds during the year. The aggregate a 
~ receipts of all the funds were Rs. 43:10 lakhs as aguinst Rs. 35°44 lakhs in the 

previous year, an increase of Rs. 767 lakhs. The mais constituent items of the 

increase are one of Rs. 57 lakhs under the head ‘ Civil Works in charge of Civil 
Officers’ and one of Rs. 1°77 lakhs under the head * Miscellaneous.’ | 
contributions sanctioned to the Tayoy and Mergui District Cess Funds tor 
Improvements in communication, account icr the increase under the former head, 

while the increase under the laticr was niainly cue to contributions amounting to 

Rs. 2's lakhs made from Manicinal and Local Funds to the Ma-ubini and 
' Myaungmya District Cess Funds. © 2 | Dik FBO | 

, The aggregate expenditure rose from Ks. 39°04 lakhs inthe previous year 

to Rs. 4941 lakhs, an increase of Ks, 3'08 lakhs. There was an increase | 
Rs. 2°69 lakhs under the head ‘ Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers’ andof =_—- 
Rs. 0°57 lakhs under * Miscellaneous.’ There was a decrease of Berry ee apr sh 
* Civil Works in charge of Public Works Officers’ and one of neatly Rs. 49,0000 0«2—~O 
under ‘ Medical.’ Refunds of just under two lakhs of rupees and of one lakh of ~ 
Som by the Tavoy and Mergui Disicict Cess Funds, respectively, partly counter- 
. anced by smaller expenditure under certain heads account for the increase under 

~ the head‘ Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers.’ The ‘increase under ‘ Miscel- 

laueous ' was mainly due to the contribution of Rs, 1°5 lakhs made by the Ma-ubin 

and Myaungmya District Cess Funds to Local and Municipal Funds. Smaller 

grants to hospitals and dispensaries account for the decrease under * Medical.” The 
decrease under ‘ Civil Works in charge of Publie Works Officers” was largely due 

to smaller outlay in Hanthawaddy, Insein, Bassein, Ma-ubin, Pyap$n, Toungoo and 

Thatén Districts, partly counterbalanced by larger outlay in Henzada, Tavs and 
Mergui.’ All funds were solvent at the close of the year. The aigiegttediecag 
balance of alt the funds at that date was Rs. 26°51 lakhs as against Rs. 25*52 

lakhs twelve months earlier. | | 
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Funds are no endowed, as the 
‘on land revenue, but derive their income from various sources such as bazaan 

‘vents, slaughter-house licenses, ferries, and contributions from Provincial Funds, 
The aggregate reccipts 5H 1916-19 of all the District Funds were Rs. 12°12 


. Each District in U Burma maintains a District. Fund. : 
tt op. Burma District Cess Funds are, with a cess. 





lakhs as against Rs. 9°34 lakhs in the previous year, an increase of Rs. 2°98 lakhs, 
The increase arose principally under the heads ‘ Civil Works in charge of Civd 
Officers,’ ‘ Miscellaneous ' and ‘ Police.’ Contributions from Provincial funde 
aggregating Rs. 4°74 lakhs received in 1916-17, as against Rs. 3°03 lakhs. in the 
ious year account for most of an increase of Rs. 1°82 lakhs under * Civil Works — 


imcharge of Civil Officers.’ Larger receipts from bazaar stall rents, especially m 


the ‘.anoalay, Ruby Mines, Katha, Sagaing, Kyauksé and Myi a Districts.and 
Leaaidtions ot Rs. 5,000 and Rs, 14,000 made by Musicipal and Local Funds: © 


‘to the Bhamo and Sagaing District Funds account for an increase of three-quarters — 


of a lakh of rupees under ‘ Miscellaneous.'. An increase of nearly Rs. 22,000 under 
the head ‘ Police’ was due to large receipts under slaughter-house licenses in 


Shwebo, Yaméthin and Meiktila. The aggregate expenditure Ns ag was. 
_ Rs. 14°50 lakhs, as against Rs.1408 lakhs in the previous 1 The increase 
- occurred mainly under the heads ‘ Miscellaneous ' and ‘ Civil Works in cnaree of 


-ivil Officers’ partly counterbalanced by smaller expenditure under ‘ Civil Works 
in charge of Public Works Officers.’ An increase of over Rs. 46,000 under — 
. Aieceltisieous ’ was due to contributions granted to local Municipal Funds as well. 
as to contribu ions from the PakSkku and Shwebo District Funds to the Magwe, 
Sagaing, and Lower Chindwin District Funds to cover overdrafts. Large ex 

ture under ‘ Boats, Bridges and Ferries,’ ‘Accommodation for Travellers’ and 
‘Arboriculture’ contnbuted to the increase of nearly Rs. 31,000 under ‘Civil 
Werks in charge of Civil Officers.’ A decrease of over half a lakh of rupees under 
' Civil Works in charge of Public Works Officers * was due to smalier expenditure 


~ in most of the Districts: All the Funds had a credit balance at the close of the ~ 


grant 


ee The aggregate .closing balance of ali the Funds at that date was Rs. 2°8 
hs as against Rs. 518 lakhs twelve munths earlier. Janae ‘j 


158. Other local funds consist of the Cantonment, Town, Port, Pilot, 
—? Police Reward, Steam-boiler Inspection and Educadonal Syndicate 
Funds. The number of Cantonment Funds was seven as in the previous year. 
Their aggregate opening balance was Rs. 58,078 and the aggregate closing — 
balance on the 31st March 1917 was Rs. 25932. The total receipts, excluding 
debtaccoun:s, a:nounted to Rs. 1,86,604, and the total expenditure to Rs. 2,19,045. 


_ The corresponding figures for 1915-16 were Rs. 1,94,944 and Rs. 183,568 4 
respectively, so that in the vear of report the total income fell by Rs. 8,340 


iG the expenciture rose by Rs. 35,48. The decrease in receipts occurred in 
Rangoon, May ts o aid Bhamo, while Rangoon, Mandalay, Thayetmyo, 
Maymyo and Meiktila contmbuted to the increase in expenditure. In Rangoon 
the income as compared with that of the previous year fell by Rs. 12,09, the — 


figures being Rs. 72,572 and Rs. 84,781 respectively. The decrease was under 


heads. On the expenditure side there was an increase of Rs, 25,433, the 
figures for the year of report and for the previous year being Rs. 1,00,149 
and Ks. 74,716 respectively. The incr ase was under all heads except “6— 
Medical.” The chief increase was under “ 10—Public Works,” the outlay being 
about Rs. 20,320 more than in the previous y ar. In Mandalay there was a oet 
increase of Rs. 3,958 in receipts during the year as compared with those of the 
previous year, the fgures being Rs. 61,656 and Rs. 58,438 respectively. The — 
increase was under ail heads except ‘‘ V— Miscellaneous,” the income under this 
head org. less than that of the previous year by Rs. 2,324. There was alsoa_ 

of Rs.9,100 from the Military Department as against Rs. §,000 in the 

on year. The increase in expenditure during the year was so the 

ng Rs.62,842 as against Rs. 62,503 in the previous year, In Meiktila the 
receipts and expenditure were Rs. 11,905 and Rs. 12,7108 against Rs. 6,560 and 
ane: Magoo respectively in the previous year. The increase in receipts was under — 
Conservancy taxes and fees,’ the figures for the year of report and for the © 


figures 


seabee:3 LOT AL rubles. Dies. ee 


previous year being ing Rs. 5,489 and Rs. 476 8 ively. The excess expenditz 
occured under re Robeade and f 7—Minor Dapatinents! oOnservanc 
establishment and contingencies). Jn Shwebo the receipts and nditure during P, 
the year were Rs. 6,990 and Rs. 5,673 as compared with Rs. 5,945 and Rs. 6,077 

in the previous year. The increase under receipts was chiefly due to increas 
want-in-aid, In Thayetmyo the total receipts were more than those of. the 


eohies year by Rs. 1,908, ene figures being Rs. 8,464 and Rs.6,559. 








The 
expenditure was Rs. 7,825 as against Rs. 7,679 in the pre sous year. In Maymyo 
the income during the year was Rs. 18,023 or Ra Se fae than that of the 
previous year, owing chiefly to a reduced grant-in-ai here was an inctease in 
expenditures by es. 51723: the figures being Rs. 22,813 us against Rs. 17,090 of 
the previous year. In Bhamo the receipts and expen iture for the year of 
report were Rs. 7,223 and Rs. 7,036, as against Rs.9,347 and Rs. 9,107 
tively in the previous year. The closing balances of the Rangoon, dalay, 
Meiktla and Maymyo Cantonment Funds were less than those of the previous 
rear, The expenditure of the year exceeded the receipts by Rs. 27,577, 
kad Rs. 1,005 and Rs. 4,7 nr previa | | 
Owing to the creation of a Fin und at Myitngé, the number of Town Funds 
_ at theend of the year was 20 as against t9 inthe previous year. The total incote 
and expenditure of these funds were Rs.9,99,753 and Rs.9,87,048 as compared 
with Rs. &,39,226 and Rs. 9,20,828 respectively of the previous year. There was 
thus an inciease of Rs. i,60,527 in receipts and Rs, 66,220 in expenditure. The 
incrcase in reccipts wz2s for the most part due to contributions from Government. 
In four towns there was a decrease in expenditure aggregating Rs. 73,514, and five 
others contributed to an increase of Rs. 1,44,697 in expenditure, Maymyo alone 
being responsible for an increase of Rs.55,627. The expenditure of the year 
exceeded the receipts in the case of tentowns. The aggregate closing balances, 
inclusive of the Mystnge Town Fund, amcunted to Rs. 3,62,079, as compared with 
Rs. 3,49,343 in the previous bac In ten towns the closing balances were less 
than in the previous year. There were large closing balances in the case of four 
towns acenmulated in osder to make provision for special works, such as water- 
supply, drainage aud roads. All the funds appear solvent. in Danubyu the 
closing balance was only Rs. 17, which is less than the prescribed minimum. 
kxcluding the Rangoon Port Trust there were six Port Funds, The total 
receipts and expenditure were Rs. 4,24,683 and Rs. 4,31,783, as compared 
with Rs, 4,03,130 and Rs, 4,23,672 respectively in the previous year. The 
increase in receints occurred in Moulmein, Akyab and Tavoy. The - aamed 
fund was, however, not in w position to pay du ing the past year the full Public 
Works Department expenditure incurred on Part Fund works, and Govern- 
ment had to help it with a contribution. In Bassein, Mergui and gi 
the receipts were less than in the previous year. In Akyab and Kyaukpyu the 
expenditure of the year was in excess of the receipts, and the closing balances 
were consequently less than in the previous year. The closing balance of the 
Moulmein Port Fund was more than in the pre ous year by Rs. 83,639. The 
State of the Snances of the fund was, however, not satisfactory, and the sanction 
of the Government of India has since been obtained to the extension of the perod 
of repayment of the loan of Rs. 2 lakhs granted in 1g08 from toto 15 yeats. The 
annual instalments and interest which fell due on 1st April 1915, 1st April 1916 and 
ist % ohe 1917 aggregating Rs. 26,909-2-7 were paid by the Port Fundin June 1917- 
The Tavoy Port Fund was not in a position to pay the annual instalment on the 
loan of Rs, 65,000 in addition to carrying out urge tly needed improvements to — 
the Port, and the sanction of the Government of India was obtained to the 
extension from so to 15 years of the term of the loan, and to the postponement 
till the agth February 191g of the payment cf annual instalments of principal. 
Interest due on the loan up to the 24th February 1917 has been paid. The 
Oulmein and Tavoy Fort Funds are indebted to Government to the extent of 
Rs. 70,813 and Rs. 68,335 respectively. . 
There are four Pilot este in Burma. ‘The receipts are derived chiefly from 
2h fees, and the expenditure consisted mainly of cost of maintenance of 
vesseis and payment to pilots. The ordinary receipts of the Rangoon Pilot Fund 
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year amounted to Rs. sgt tho, ee ms fe previous year 
ee The ordinary expenditure amounted to Rs. 3,414,540, as sgn 
Eig. the previous pear, The fund closed vs ab of | 
compated with Ks. t Cisse in the previous year. e aggregate receipts of 
Moulmein, and nese Pilot Funds = g - year pin hai those 
previous ae ark, Rs. 2,124, the figures being Rs. 1,810,798 Ss. 4.1 
th The closing balances of the Akyab, Moulmein and Bassein Paix 
te Funds for the year were As. 5,279, Ks. 3,261 and Ks. 3,741, respectively, a 
; Rs. 8,976, Rs. 3,987 and Rs. 4,163 in the previous year. 
th receipts and expenditure of the Rangoon Police Reward Fund ag 
year of report were Rs. 398 and Ks qo! respectively, as against Ra. 451 
Rane O< ‘a tie previous year. 
e ueeeipts and expenditure of the Steam-boiler Inspection Fund duting the 
ar of were Rs.85,424 and Rs, 81,961, respectively as compared with 
t t ed Rs. 71,226 of the previous year. 
a was Rs. 55,274. 
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income of the Educational Syndicate Fund was Rs. $3085, and the 


: Bs é | Lat Road and Education Cesses. 


int . In Lower Rises contributions to k@ecation and local able: eke a 
> ie ee ide y ‘the District Cess Furnas which have been discussed in Paregaye 4 
- . > No special cesses for these purposes are levied in the Province. © 


i . x aks de ~* 
4 - 7 e ee 
' 4 oe 

a (pee t: Municipal Revenues. ah hu Ae ed = 


Ct aa | ¥6o., The gross receipts of the year ie Kil the opening bibaned (Rs, ri ) 
a aa lakhs) amounted to Rs. 51°68 lakhs, as compared with Rs. 58'ga lakhs inthe 
is | previous year with an opening balance af. Rs. 964 lakhs Excluding the 
ue _ opemmng balance the (otal receipts for the year exceeded ‘the total reagan OS ey 
jar: le. eae 19 15-16 by more than two lakhs of rupees. Excluding the opening balance and 
ey oe eS talting ander ti budget heads" Patractinary * and “ Debt,’ otwote (68 
SRB income of the year was Rs. 45°48 lakhs, as against Rs. 44°19 lakhs in gd ay = 
«Year. Owing to large advances made from revenue for expenditure on works for 
_. . which loans are to be raised, the Municipal Fund account at the end of the year 
. | was overdrawn to the extent of Rs. 1 ‘63 lakhs nst the “pe of Rs. ci 
" from the Bank of Bengal sanctioned by the Loc: i. rernment. The gross ss 
| ture for the year was Rs. §3°31 lakhs as against Ks. 57°17 eke in rer ate 
-year. . Eliminating charges on works paid from loans and the fieures under s 
_—-@ecount, a total of Ks 47°05 lakhs is obtained as the ordinary 
eA with fH 45°27 lakhs in the press year. The expenditure fro 
Pye “money amounted o Rs 5934, against Rs 1°18 lakhs in the evions year. 

. addition to the expenditure of Rs, 65,934, a sum of Rs. 3:24 lakhs was sent 
£3 aire for works for which loans are to be raised. Including the advances at 
the previous mi the toral sum advanced from revenue amounted on the 
aR E March igi7to Rs. 17°56 lakhs and will be adjusted when loans are raised “a 
Ae : the worke. Besides this sum a further sum of Rs. 436 lakhs fias been 
ately aera for expenditure on new works from u lean 
which had previously been raised for carrying out certain works which 
tponed. The income derived from rates and taxes increased by 
Beara 000 to Rs. 33°99 lakhs. Of the increase some Rs. 38,000 consist 
te of arrears paid by the Burma Railways Company, and the rest is due to the 
























aa ; expansion of the town. The amount re ed under special acts i 

re. rs by Rs. 11,316 to = 45 A 34 A tise of some Rs. 11 000 in the recetpts from 
> a eis cartiage license-fees accounts for most. of the increase. The revenue — 
7 a nse Re. from municipal property and powers apart from taxation, rose from — 
ioe” 4 9 he lakhs to Rs. 9'89 lakhs, the increase being distributed ores nearly. all the 
5 sources of revenue. Among the principal items of 

tra sR a ee ‘| oe 






-eharges for gen-ral administration and collection rose by Rs. 18,284 to Re. 9°70 Car. V— 
lake. EMETe ann 


xpenditure on public safety fell by some Rs. 47,000 to Rs. 2'9 lakhs, the: 
- being a fall in expenditure connected with the Fire Brigade of Rs. 59; 49 ti 
4,498, and a rise in expenditure on street lighting s. 6,193 to Rs. 2°15, 


— lakhs peeecmure on public health and convenience {ell fram Rs. 27°08 lakhs to — 
Rs, 25" lakhs, mainly on accour* of a decrease in expenditure on roads from — 


Rs. 697 lakhs to Rs. 4°79 lakhs. eo 
Excluding loans raised for the Jown Lands Reclamation Fund, whieh are — 
noticed below, the loans outstandir:g on ist April 1916 amounted to Rs. 1,42 
lakhs. The yearly ‘nstalment of Rs, $7,500 towards the repayment of the 13 
loan of Rs, 2g lakhs was duly paid and at the end of the yearthe Municipality 
_was indebted to the extent of Rs. 1,32°73 lakhs exclusive of -the loans for — i 
. oo Works. § The loan charges for the year amounted to Rs. 10°39 lakhs — 
| a §7,500 for repayment, Rs. 5°84 lak:s for interest, Rs. 3:82 lakhs for — 
the Sinking Fund, and Ks. 8,911 for management charges. On the 31st March 
1917 the face value of the securities in the Sinking Fund (excluding Sinking 
Fund for Reclamation loans), was Rs. 3418 lakhs. Owing to the large advances — 
made from fevenue since the ye r 1913-14 0n works for which loans have yet 
to be raised the cash balance of the Municipal Fund was overdrawn to the extent. 
of Rs. 1°63 lakhs. - reek 
The loans raised for reclamation purposes outstanding at the close of the | 
ear amounted to ks. 60°5 lakhs against securities in the Sinking Fund of the | 
ace value of Rs. 12°15 lakhs. The Fund opened with a credit balance of | 
Rs. 4:51 lakhs on the sst April 1916, of which Rs. 91,619, being the unexpended 
balance of the amount advanced for works in the previous year, was in the _ 
hands of the Deputy Accountant-General, Puolic Works Accounts, Burma. The — 
receipts fer the year were Rs. 6°70 lakhs and the expenditure was Rs. 8°10 Jakbs. 
~The receipts incluced a sum of one lakh of rupees received from the Municipality — 
in part payment for work done and Rs. 3,349 adjusted on account of stores 
purchased in previcus years. The fund closed with a balance of Rs. 90,199 
which includes an unexpended balance of Rs. 59,994 in the hands of the Deputy — 
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_ Accountant-Gcneral from advances made for works during the year. 





“363. Exclusive of debt accounts amounting to Rs. 3°03 lakhs, and of opent her 
balances amounting to Rs. 16°48 lakhs, the total income of municipalities in the ae . 
Province (omittmg Rangoon) was Rs. 4969 lakhs as compared with Rs. 46°11 © ‘ 

_lakbs in the previous year. This is the highest figure on recordforthe last 15 

boa lt is a matter for satisfaction that the income of municipalities has been 


gE Or 


affected remarkably little by the war. Ordinary expenditure showed a decline: . 
from Rs. 48°34 lakhs to Rs. 47°4 lakhs, due to a reduction in the activities of the 
-yatious services, necessitated iv the difficulty of procuring materials, The — 

closing balances stood at Rs. 16°74 lakhs, a sum coingy Rs. 70,000 greater than — 
the previous year’s figure. The outsianding balances amounted to Rs.a815§as 
compared with Rs, 37,502 in the previous year. Over one-third of the amoont = =§ 

outstanding (Rs. 10,510) at Loungoo, represented arrears due chiefly tothedelay = 

- in payment of taxes on Government buildings.’‘The other iarge Duistandings were 

Rs. 5,853 at Mandalay, Rs. 3,516 at Akyab, Rs. 1,639 at Myanaung, Rs. 1,580 

at Kyangin and Rs. 1,286 at Pyinmana. Municipal rates and taxes produced a— 
total of Rs. 18°26 lakhs, which exceeds by Re. 38,445 the figure recorded in the 
previous year, ai:d by Rs. 1°29 lakhs the average collections in the five preceding 
years. Realizations under special acts amounted to practically the same as in 
the preceding year. The oniy variation of note was at Tavoy where an increase 
in the number of motor cars enriched the Municipal Fund to the extent of nearly | 
Rs. 4,000 in license fees.“The total revenue from other sources rose from 

Rs. 13°96 lakhs in the previous year to Rs.30°02 lakhs, the most noticeable 

‘mcrease being Rs. 47,574 at Mandalay, where a large sum was received as 
sa/aaws from the bazaar lessee. At Bassein a comparatively large increase of © 
Rs. 11,439 was for the greater part only apparent, as a sum of Rs. 9,228 was due 

to advance collection e bazaar stall rents of the ensuing year. Thete were also 

important increases of nearly Rs. 19,000 at Tavoy and over Rs. 10,000 at 
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= Mouweein Nearly two-thirds of the former sum was due to anincrease in the 
+ pumber of firms mnaking monthly contributions to cover hospital charges for the 
treatment of their employees, while a considerable part of the latter is attributeg 
to the breaking up of a butcher's combine and a consequent increase in slaughter 
house fees. “Three-fourths of the municipalities have contributed to the increase | 
under this head. The aggregate total of grants and contributions rose from 
Rs. 814 lakhs to Rs. 9°89 lakhs, of which Rs. 8°41 lakhs was from Government 
and Re. 1'13 lakhs from local funds, while the greater part of the balance rerre. 
sented contributions received from the public by the Syriam, Moulmein and Tavoy_ 
- Mur‘cipaities for medical purposes. } : ; | | 
On the expenditure side, general administration and collection charges 
amoanted to Rs. 4'92 lakhs, against Rs. 532 lakhs in the previous year. Expen- 
ditare under this head, however, includes “ Refunds other than octroi” which totalled | 
© Rs. aga lakhs. Of this latter amount Rs. 113 lakhs were refunds of Government 
~. contributions which could not be utilized. Variationsin the expenditure under 
the heads, public safety, water-works, sanitation, conservancy, hosp tals and dispes-_ 
saries, markets, public works, and public instruction have been noticed in Chapter 
Hil of this Report. ‘the liabilities on account of interest rose from: Rs. 114) 
lakhs to Rs. 1°29 lakhs owing toan increase in the amount of interest paid by the 
. Mandalay Municipality. No newloans were raised by any of the Committees, — 











Other Funds. 


162. There are four educatioiial endowment funds, namely the Jardine, the — 
- Maung Ohn Ghine, the Renoung and the Coplestone Funds. These funds do | 
- pot bank with Government and their accounts do not therefore appear in the 

- Government books. The accounts of the Official Assignee are similarly excluded. _ 


eee 2 Paper Currency. 


363. The average total or gross circulation of currency notes in 1936-17 was 
Rs. 6,08°3 lakhs, as against Rs. 5,36°94 lakhs in 1915-16, Rs. 4,94lakhs in 1984-15 
and Rs. 5,27 lakhsin 1913-14. At the endof April 1916 the gross circulation was” 
_ Rs. §,81°63 Jakhs. It fell to a minimum of Rs. 5,06°63 lakhs on the 15th August © 
ee 16 and rose to a maximum of Rs.8,48'9 lakhs on the 24th February 1917. . 
_ There is no reserve treasury in Burma and to determine the active or net Circula- 
__ tion, the value of notcs of the Rs. 10,000 denomination have been excluded from - 
___ the gross circulation. For the year 1916-17 the average of the net or active 
___-erteulation on the last day of each month was Rs. 5,46'58 takies, the silmilar average 
: -for 1915-16 being Rs. .4,82°24 lakhs and for 1914-15 Rs. 4,12 lakhs. Theaverage . 
~ net circulation of currency notes thus increased during the year of report by | 
Rs, 64°34 Jakhs, The average net circulation has increased steadily each year — 
since 1907-08 with the exception of 1914-15 when there was a set-back, due to 
_. the disturbance of trade caused Se / the war, but in each of the last two years there 
~has been a marked expansion. Notes of the 10-rupee denomination amounted to 
| 59" 3 per cent. of the total net cisculation at the end of March 1917, and notes — 
Of the 100-rupee denomination amounted to"Rs. 35:04 per cent. ee 


| CHAPTER VI. 
VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICBS. 
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Births and Deaths. 


164. The system of registration of vital statistics remained the same as in 
Previous years. The total area under registration, and the populationupon which 
vita] statistics ratios have been calculated, remained the same as in the previous 

‘year. The Sale Township of so yepys District, comprising an area of 367 square 
miles and containing a population of 42,617, was in July 1916 transferred to Magwe 
District. The town of yitngé, comprising a population of 3,688 in an area of 3 
square miles, was from January 1916 constituted a ictified area under a Town 
_ Committee in the Mandalay District. Asa result there has been for the purposes 

of this ceport a dimiodtion of the total rural population to 8,753,451 anda corre- 


sponding increase of the total urban population to 1, 102,402. 
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_ 365. The number of scgistered births exceeded registered deaths in Lowes 
Burma by 62,169, and in U Burma by 33,824, showing a tota! increase of 9°7 
per mille of the whole p celtion of the Province. The total of registered births 
in 1916 was 332,227, of which 171,133 were males and 161,094 females, the pro- 


portion of the males born to every 100 females being 106. The Provincial birth- 


rate was 33°7% agains 35°13 intgis. The birth-rates for Lowerand Upper Burma 
respectively were 32°75 

48°01 and the previous five ycars’ means 32°38 and 35'56. — 
rate for the Province was 34°58, for Lower Burma 33°96 and Upper Burma 35°56, 
The urban birth-rates forthe same areas were 26°81, 24°41, and 32°57. Ia Lower 
Burma, Bassein, Kyaukpyu and Toungoo Districts recorded very low birth-rates ; 
in Upper Burma the lowest birth-rate was recorded in the Mei District. The 
tota) of registered deaths for the Province in 191:6-was 236,234 against 275,849 in 
agus. these 196,508 occurred in rural areas, and 39,726 in towns. ff 
Provincial death-rate was 23°97 against 27'99 in 1915 and 24°83 inigi4. The 
rural death-rate was 22°45 and urban death-rate 36°04. Both were less than the 
mean of the previous five years. It is satisfactory to uote that, with thé 
exception of Madras, Burmz records the lowest Provincial death-rate in India for 
1916. The death-rates for Lower and Upper Burma respectively were 29°61 and 
36°21, for rural areas 20°84 and 24-99, and for urban areas 34°82 and 38°95. All 
the Dist ictsin Lower Burma except Tavoy, Pyapdn and Mergui, record lower rural 
death-rates than the mean of the previous five years ; while in Upper Burma 9 out of 
‘8 Districts, ofs., Mandalay, Sagaing, Lower Chindwin, Thayetmyo, Pakékku, 
Minbu, Meiktila, K yauksé and Mpeeye® similarly record death-rates below the five 
years’mean, The Piariacial rate of infant mortality per mille of births in 1916 was 
306°3428 against 219°35 in 191 i 216°36 in 1914. The Upper Burma rate was 
35 per mille higher than that of Lower Burma. inthe rural areas of Lower Burma 
a decrease in recorded infantile mortality was noticeable in all the four Divisions. Of 
individual Districts, Prome, Bassein, Pyap$n, Tavoy and Mergut, alone showed an 
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33°30. The corresponding rates for 1915 were 33°39 | 
birth- 
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+ ee figures for the previous year ; In Upper Bur.na only 
MS nut al s of the Magwe Division, vis, Thayetmyo, Minbu and “> * 
i} infantile death-rates in excess of those for the ee 






















of alloca : an appreciable fll in i 
stantial antwa! contributions are being made by the al 
Societies for the Prevention of Infantile Mortality, at Kar 
- Moulmein, and the work of these Socicties is being better organi: 
. years. Similar Societies were started during the year at Py 
a ae? At ing, the maternity ward, which ts under the: 
Committee of _ has attained much , and women from 


the sow applied for and obtained admittance thereto for the period of 
< oe ann Palie the vert 114 woman were safcly confined in the ard. = 
6°54 per cent. of births registered in the town took place in the maternity 


| : Sea ot 166. The registered mortality for different causes in 1916 is compared below i 
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‘There was a decrease in 1916 of 3.615 deaths from the figures recorded for 
. 4915, due mainly to a dimin'shed mortality cholera, dysentery and diarrhea, © 


_ fevers and “all other causes.” The epidemic of cholera, which assumed serious 
5 | 5 ge i the later months of 1915. ay with diminishing intensity in 
_ Lower Burma generally until May of 1916, and during June in the Irrawaddy 
Division. In Upper Burmait died away in Jangiry everywhere except in Meiktila 
District, which returned 15 deaths in ebruary. In rural areas 1,081 deaths were 
recorded for Lower Burma and 189 for Upper Burma. Only 403 death: 
returned by urban areas of the Province, of which 386 occurred in Lower Burn 
_ -¥7in Upper Burma. There were 232 deaths from small-pox in rural areas, of | 
206 occurred in Lower Burma and 26 in Upper Burma, The towns of Lower - 
Burma returned ats Notas this disease, of which 343 occurred in Rangoon. | 
Tn Upper Burma, Mandalay with 23 deaths, and Sagaing with 8 deaths, were the 
only towns infected. {n Lower Burma epidemic plague had obtained a firm bold 
ae on Town and Tharrawaddy, Bassein, Henzada and Toungoo Districts, by 
__» the opening of the year 1916, and indications of serious siteeelan peared. in 
- three other Districts during January and February, vfs, Pegu, Amber 
_. Prome. Prome District was subject to epidemic plague gy, the 
ee In Amherst District the plague outbreak became serious in March, wi 
deaths. Thereafter the mortality fluctuated, again reaching 80 in July, alter 
Pan which it decreased. The epidemic in Pegu District contirued til! August, when 
_-. it,declined. As in previous years the whole of the Arakan Division, and Tavoy 
_ and Mergui Districts of Tenasserim Division, were free of pligue jasetion The 
great majority of deaths in both Lower and Upper Burma occurred in the towns, 
_ 0fs., 6,649, against 3,711 in 1915, the rural mortality being 1,053 against 929 in 
the previous year, In Lower Burma 24,889 and in pper Bacal 50g persons 
were inoculated against plague in 1916. No less than 7,089 inoculations were 
ace out in Monywa Town, with a census population of under 9,000 persons: 
n Yenangyaung with a slightly larger population 3,056 persons were inoculated. 
In Myaungmya (6,561 population) 2,228, and in Yamathin Town (8,089 population) 
2,407 inoculations were performed. The number of rats destroyed in 1916, 2 
reported, was 436,218, of which 385,161 were killed in Rangoon, la Uppe 
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Berma out of 16,332 rats , 19,677 are retamed from the Northare She 
States. Mortality-rates hogs tc for Lower and Upper Burma were 7°64 
and 828 : a 8'84 and g'0s in 1915. Except for hawaddy, Pyap@n 
Tavoy, Mergui Districts in Lower Burma, and Thayetmyo and Mm 
Districts in Upper Burma, the fever death-rate was less everywhere raphe > 7 
than in 191g. In Mandalay and K yauksd Districts particularly there was a fa 
from 12°27 and 19‘18 respectively, in 1918, to 9°95 and 9'9§ in 19:6. 23a 














167. The outtum by the Rangoon Central Jail Quinine artment of fiver Quite. 
-giam tablets waa 5,208,890, and of one-grain tablets §,085,800. The year Doriag 
with a balance in hand of 89,540 five-grain, and 368,700 one-grain tablets. Durmg 
the year 5,915,390 five-grain and 5,313,5C one-grain tablets were issued toautho- 
tized recipients. About 4,350 lbs. of raw quinine sulphate was utilized in the 
mamifacture. The cost of manufacture of the tablets (exclusive of labour and 
supervision) amounted to Rs. 34,870-6-0, and the packing charges to Rs. 890. 
‘Some 98,046 packets containing 400 grains each were disposed of by boom 
Officers a eputy Commissioners, being 25,679 packets in excess of the retal 

issue in 1915. Of this total 1,409 packets were issued gratis to inhabitants of 
matarious tracts. The average quantity per head of population of the Province. 
disposed of through the sopeeed agencies Was 3°32 grains. aR 


Emigration and Immigration. 


_  %68. The total of immigrants into Burma through the ports of Akyab, 
‘Kyaukpyu, Moulmein, Rangoon, Tavoy and Mergui, was 258,841, a decrease of 
80,049; and the total of emigrants from these ports 252,345, an increase of 3,272 
on the previous year. The cxcess population of immigration overemigration was 
6,493, or 83,321 less than in 1913. Rangoon returned 229,159 immigrants, and 
200,898 emigrants, against 291,968 immigrants and 198,715 emigrants in 1915, 
Of the emigrants 167,174 were bound for Indian ports. a 

| ar 


Medical Relief. 


169. Four new institutions were opened and one closed during the year, and Hospitals 
thus at the end of the year there were 282 hospitals and dispensaries. sad deeper 


against },791,792 in 1915. The daily average attendance among indoor an 
outdoor patients rose from 3,113 and 9,025 in 1915 to 3,316 and 9.411 respec- 
tively in the year of report. 
The chief diseases treated in erder of prevalence were :— : 
All diseases of the digestive system other than dyspepsia, diarrhas, 


hepatic diseases, dysentery, cholera, enteric, appendicitis and kala azar. 
Malaria. 


rc, 
170. The number of patients treated at various institutions totalled 1 858,485. Attendace 
meat, 


Ulcers. | 

Diseases of the skin other than ulcers, 

All diseases of the respiratory system except pneumonia and tubercle of the lungs. 

aisjQrics, 

Diseases of the eye. 

spepsia. 

Dieeases of the ear. ) 

There were 863 cases of small-pox, 642 cases of plague, and 138 cases 
of cholera against 338, 248 and 787 respectively in 1915. There were 4,992 
deaths among in-patients treated during the year, the death-rate bemg 6°29 per 
cent. against 6:43 in 1915. The attendance of Burmese and other indigenous 
races shows a steady increase from year to year. "Women and children availed 
themselves of hospital treatment more frequently than last year. The ‘Disen- 
mination Scheme’ in force at the bospitals at Rangoon, Maymyo and Mandalay 
has heen a success. At the Burma Pasteur Institute, Rangoon, 322 persons 
were treated for doy-bite. 
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REPORT OM THE ADMINISTRATION OF BURMA. = 
Expenditure for medical rclicf amounted to Ra. 18,72 
| $2 in 1985, canes « Correa Rs. 2, The 
— Blledical Olicere ‘was by three, but the addition of t | 
at will have effect after the end of the war. Owing to the withdrawal of most , 

the Military officers, ‘he ane y of the civil surgeoncies have been: 

Civil Assistant Surgeons. No additions were made to the cadre of 

ng cigs during 1916, but the shortage rose to a1 at the end of the 
at. inning of the year. 






























ar, Under the Results-System Midwife S 
ten others are under training. Under a recent re 





; Shree tae ; into force last year in the General Hos 
tied at Mandalay anc also at mMoulmeim, There are now to women w 
‘training at the | Hospital, Rangoon, and 3 at the Civil Hospits 
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4h Jay. The Burma Medical Act came into operation on the 4th E 
7 ae 19 15 and was in force in the year of report, The number of pupils at the Burma 
= el Medical School, Rangoon, was 100 against 75m t91 | 
4 new admissions, the number who have passed the Matriccls ulation <a : 







*, 


joo! Final or the Senior Cambridge Examination total 38 or 77°5 pe 
against 37°5 in the previous year. The qualifications of the candidates | 

missions in the schcol are improving yearly, Sixteen passed the final quali 

examination against five in 1915. It is proposed to re-organize the school to 

train 50 students yearly as the Governments of Madras and Punjab have 

_ expressed their inability to supply Sub-Assistant Surgeons from thei Provinces. 


pall ie 172. The number of inmates of the Rangoon and Minbu L it Ass ea ih 




















—— bulaix ‘made matters difficult. The morta sy at the two asylums fell from. 
_ (per cent, in 1915 to 6°26 per cent. The total expenditure of both the: 


—w © 





the average cost per head fell from Rs. 124 in 19015 to Rs. 109, The | 
¢ preg Department worked at a net pent of Rew 164¥4 ips. Rs. 16,517 @ 


i- 


19 ¢. > — wi , as ae 

ee 7 , | - >» : = 
oe es, Sanitation. 

- . 


__ 493. There was only one meeting of a Divisional Sanitary Board held at 
, Mawlaik in the Upper Chincwin District on the 26th June 1916, This was in 
connection with the ements to be made for the removal of the District head- 
— Reed eed a awlaik. bey Commence wees) the Piatra Station 0 
| sites, and found the progress made very satisfactory. | ecided upon 

adoption of an infiltration well scheme for the paterdunile of the okt Many 
circumstances have combined to retard progress in the provision of a protected 
water-supply at stations for which schemes had been prepared and sanctioned. 
conditions have provided the most serious of these obstacles to the sinking 

of tube wells, the strata bored through, toa great depth in some cases, either failing 
to yield any potable water, or affording too small a quantity. In the Meiktila 
District a great thickness of sandstone has been found to underlie the surface cap 
of calcareous soil, and no water has yet been reached by this method of search. 
The difficulty in Myingyan Town took the form of saline deposits, which, up til 
the year of report, frustrated every attempt to obtain a potable supply. At 


a copious supply of excellent water has been found, on the margin of an old — 


river-channel and the problem of finding a satisfactory source of water-supply {ot 
the town appears to have been solved. Elsewhere difficulties were presented bY 


a big rise in the price of pipes and machinery, which had to be ordered from 
Europe, And, more recently, the difficulties imposed by the war in obtaiming 


amounted to Rs. 1,47,938 against Rs. 1,¢9,194in 1015. In Rangoon, the average 
- cost of dieting-# lonatie was only i apa 3 86 in of ae in Minbu, 


ie 










43°37 per cent, of their income on ¢ 
1 gah 


| gn water-supply, 5°76 core. .2°94 On Con cy 
' details, but District Cess and District Funds spent only 
2 total ncome on sanitary projects, ie 


Vaccination. : a oii e. . 
174. The strength of the vaccination establishment at the end of the year Estabieh- de 


19527 was 38 Native Superintendents of Vaccination and 299 vacciuators, a6" 
compared with 41 Native Superintendents and 297 vaccinators in the precedmg — 
year. The reduction in the cadre of Native Superintendents of Vaccination was 
due tothe style of 3 of the appointments in the Southern Shan States bemg 

__ changed to that of “ Head Vaccinator.” The number of Sub-Assistant Sargeons 
who received an allowance for the supervision of vaccination in cettaintownsand = 

- municipalities in the year of report showed an increase by two over that of = 

the previous year when thé number w.s 22. Nine District vaccinators were 

| removed o¢ dismissed from the service for falsification of returns and dianes, and | 
~. two Native Supenntendents of Vaccination were required to resign their appoint- — 
ments on departmental! grounds. fe 


- $75. The total number of persons vaccinated by the special staff, s.¢., Town Ne 
and District Vaccirators, amounted to 545,819 a8 compared with $59,047 Nn *~ 
8925-16 an increase of 86,772. In adcition to this, 4,077 persons were vaccinated 

- at vanous hospitals and dispensaries, 2,652 by private agencies, and 34,388 in 
_ jails, making a total of 576.936 persons vaccinated. The total number of opera- — 
tions performed by Town and District Vaccinators amounted to 418,043 prupary — 
and 128,454 re-vaccinations, against 385,599 primary and 74,446 re-vacemations =—_— 
in 1915-36, or an increase of 32,644 and 54,008 respectively under each head Sli! 
Succcssful primary operations totalled 390,617, and successful re-vaccinations aw 
50,07: showing an increase of 28.125 and 15,605 i ugaicly ids the previous 
year’s return. The Districts in the Arakan Division, except Kyaukpyu, together 
showed a total increase of 4,035 in primary successes. In fe fs District a 
small deficit of 285 cases was recorded in primary succes ul operations, In 
Pegu Division an increase of 5,205 primary successes was recorded which was 
attributable to Insein District (2,169), Hanthawaddy (1,599), Tharrawaddy (1,100) si 
and Prome (2,478). Rangoon Town Distnet returned a deficit of 325 pnmary = ss 
successes and Pegu S09. The Iriawadcdv Division returned an increase of §.852 
shared by Ma-ubin (526), Pyap8n (1,316), Bassein (991) and Myaungmya (3,905 = 
or 588 per cent.) on the work of the previous year. Henzada District alone 
returned a deficit of 687 primary successes in this Division, In the Tenasserim 
Division only 3 out of é Distiicts showed an increase of 3,995 primary successes, _ 
Amherst District claiming 1,691, Mergui 243, and Toungoo 2,061. Tavoy, 
That6n and Salween Districts together showed a deficit of 1,245; the net 
increase for the Division on the previous yea:'s figures amounted to 2,750 primary. 
successes, All the Districts in the Mandalay Division in the aggregate returned 
an increase of 1,227 successful primary operations. The newly-created District 
of Putao submitted returns of vaccination for the first time, and 242 pines 
eo were reported with 225 successes. ‘The Shwebo, Sagaing and Upper 
hindwin Districts in the Sagaing Division, together showed an increase of 1,086, 
The Lower Chindwin District showed a small deficit of 109 successful primary 
operations.. Of the 4 Districts in the Magwe Division, Thayetmyo and Minby 
together showed an increase of 1,435 while the remaining two Districts, PakOkku 
and Magwe, returned a deficit cf 664 primary successes. Two Districts in the 
Meiktila Division, Meiktila and Yaméthin, contributed an increase of 2,603, — 
rimary cuccesaes. Myingyan returned a deficit of 1,123. The work in Kyauk Shan 
istrict was almost level with that of the previous year only a small deficit of 7 
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. ° successful re-vaccinations, These cases were performed chiefly Prone M 
Fete where a vaccination campaign was eafried out among Leo» oa 


per 1,000 of population was 36°28 as compared with 33°77 in 16. int | 





sf + 
r yy + ’ 


ae wingyi (196 per cent.), Wakéin 


-Yamathin (25°86. pe r cent 















being recorded, The Northern and. 
$14 and 4,473 operations: 
| On the wh hole the year's wen in oat 
of 28,125 on the returns of the | 
“15, with the exception of the Pre magne and a | 
administc.ed areas, all the other Divisions i 
an increase in re-vaccination ote of over 17,000 success 
: ef the previous year, As usual Rangoon Town District 
the largest number of successful re-vaccinations, the year’s record £ 
6gs5 less the in the previous year. Next came Prome 


AT cm 


—_ one month, with 10 additional yaccinators temporarily engaged 
re District returned 1.048 successful poppies yea com 
3, year. 26 rcentage of succ Operations 
Pes hs ook wet ors was unif niformly good ermahed gd all the 
in the Province, except in a few outlying areas such 
Northern Arakat: and the Chin Hills, where owing to delay in cms 
yt pe 












certain samples of lymph had deteriorated before use and did not- 
factory resuits. The percentage of successful results obtained 

for primary operations and 59°32 for Te-vaccinations, agains 
bate popectiany, | in the previous year. The protection afforded bj » 











57 towns = vaccination is compulsory 37,861 primary operations with 
, against 33,677 primary operations with 38,073 8 


a ‘in ae 16, Tey Ae" towns returned an increase in the. numt or of m nay 







ions performed, and a1 towns a dec _ on the p 


e case of eoan 


{201 so ped ang (133 
6 {tit per cent.), and Mergui of Thales There were t 

decreases in the returns of the towns of That8n (4 4743 percent), Sandor _ 

4 per cent.), Ngathai —e (34 per > Pyvasiiaes (28°8 is perce 

es Letpadan (25°13 per cent.). 

neg ae ad performed. in towns showed an increase of 76°98 pet cent. 

on the outturn of the previous year. A large increase in re-vagcination was 
recorded by Rangoon, Prome, Paungdd, Pyapén, Moulmein, Mergui, Toungoo, 


mecrease cent. was conspicuous in t 


_ Mandalay, Sagaing, Minbu and Salin. Inthe 57 towns where vaccination is 
? pass scm the returns of registration of births show the number of infants — 










Surviving birth as 21,583 whereas the vaccmation returns show that, a1 


infants were successfully vaccinated. Eighteen towns returned a 7 
_. higher number of successful infant Mesaiey 9 than there were survivors of 
_ registered births, ‘fhe usual explanation of th penopaly | is that these successful 
‘cases included infants brought into the town from rural areas for vaccination, 

_. @F vaccinated by the town vaccinators ouisidethe. town limits. A slight decline. 


mm both primary and re-vaccination work in n dispensaries was noticed. — 





the year 4,077. persons were vaccinated by the dispensar 7 of w ict 
number 2,899 were vaccinations and 1,178 e restationle with suc: 
| cessful percentages 0 and 66°35 respectively. The decrease in dispen- 


Sary Vaccination was whol confined io re-vaecination work.. In jails 24, 
were vaccinated inciuding 2,274 primary and 22,114 re-vaccination. — 


persons 
pe b ee aly Rains! persons primarily vaccinated by all the agencies, Civil Surgeons 


officers verified the results of 52,818, or 12°50 per cent. as 
coopered with 46,676 or 14°82 per cent. in tht previous year, Native Superin- 
tendents of Vaecination verified 2 33; 505, or 55°96 per cent. against 193,750 of 
49°09 per cent. in 1915-16. xa dition to be 8,030 or 6°18 per cent. of the 


re-¥accination cases were verified by the former class of officers and 49,549 or 
8 20 per cent. by the latter class. | 


176. The total expenditure during the year amounted to Rs. 2,27,671, being 
Re-7, "96 iu excess of the expenditure for 1915-36. The increase under 
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Ss ey % 2 
ee HEE aS INSTRUCTION. i 
ay Fb og Report mPa Bara rhe yrs 9-9. 
| Statistical Abstract for British India, Volumes IV and V. | 
| General System of Pablic Instruction. | 
» ae __ See paragraphs 253 to 280 of the Report on the Administration t wine 
for the year igti-12, | . 
Be i 
ae Education 


. sendy tte The oe events. d the year were the revision of the Normal - 
om, teachers, the submission of the Bill and 
— Sere oe the propane Sol Hates niversity, “with a view to poeple 


eget of funds for ildings and a full 
eo or Coenlieans on Female Education + the imperial Iden: ad the gene. 


ton of Divisional School Boards 
The first draft scheme for a Burma ersity was submitted to the Local — 
site was chosen but afterwards 


Government in 1911-12 and two years ee: 

discarded as unsuitable. {n tbayoar 1914-1 Bill and Draft 
_were held under consideration by the Government of India and the Local Govern- — 
‘ment. ee tee found desirable, and in tne folk year the — 
_ Bill and Statutes aye gees’ At the same time for - 

early” oa gc of athe the Univ "Univers, on lines laid down in a 
- sebeme to be adopted until financial conditions rendered the execution of the 
scheme possible, were drawn up. Both measures came before the Gov- | 
~ erment of India in 1 16-17, but the hope that the temporary — at least 
would be finally sanctioned before the end of the year was disappoin | 
To the ig etary bo ype were added the Divisional Shoot ia and 
“the Rangoon School Board, constituted three months before the close of the year. 
~The new boards are intended to facilitate the p icipation of both civil officers of 
and ee — conduct ities wh educational affairs, To xo 
certain duties and responsibi which formerly belonged to e 
 Educat eons They exercise seryaee powers of Graneial control and 
oo parece administration pacer ed vernacular education within their 
Cee ne atbioct 8 she gc control of the apes 
sean with the orders of Government and the provisions of the Burma 


“The 7 idl opt ‘of the Committee on Peouall Education is noticed below. A 
Committee was appointed during the year to ascertzin and advise how the 
Inpera idea may be inculeated and fostered in Schools and Celnges' in Burma 
oa issued a report embodying its regommendgtions. 


The number of public schoo). increased by 489 489 and pupils tiendance 
Se ae The "als 





























1) on 


tofala now'iand at 1594 schools — 3 
| ob otegiter ad of collegiate education Ting abegaee. He te The 
in Arts Colleges has risen from 645 to eae in the 
cae: report. pet” Sonate schools of all kinds have risen from 1,33! '° 
400, and pupils in attendance from 122,894 to 128,843. The great bulk of 
pils however—more than four-filths—are reading in the primary departm nai 

of yl a schools. Upper Primary Schools have in¢reased by and pupils by 
9,672. Lower Primary Schools have decreased in number ay ty 15 and pupils 








ay) 
; BIG ETO, <a (el 
3 nt - feet * ‘ Ai 7, 
. “ The a ° Hie Vaan eras 
them by 279. retucns for private nsipuos which are pot. 
re ie h ® Te . it - ie ss eit ot 
‘a8 more than a rough estimate, shew an Inggease of 215 schools 
=a” “ = of nae 


Rae oe a Bye 3 : ‘ eet oA 
total ag pa on education bag inc from Rs, 65,144,839 to 
The largest contribution to the increase comea from “* Other 




























Rs. 66,79, 145. 

quibees  Lanbeoripten, endowments, atec.). expenditure from District Ce 

Funds decreased by Rs. 23,453, it increased from fees by Rs.68,163 and fron 

other sources by Rs. 85,096. The expenditure from Municipal Funds deereasn 

by Rs. 28,961. The average expenditure on education per head of population 

rose from 8 s..:nas 6 pies in 1915-26 to 8 annas 10 pies ir tg16=37. cise. 
cost of educating each pupil in Arts Colleges rose fre s. 304 to Rs, 418, 


Training schools it fell from Rs, a87 to Rs. 284 and in other sp 
Rs. 19 to Rs. 18 ©The average cost punil in secondar 
Rs.22-9to Rs, 33°2 and inUpper and tavice Primary : 
to Rs. 4°8 and from Rs. <'g to Rs. 2°6 respectively. _ 


_ 380 The term “ Primary School ” includes all European, Anglo-Vernacular, primary 
and Vernacular Schools teaching up to the Fourth Standard. It also includes for education 
cefain the Primary Departments (Standards I and IV of dary 
Schools). There are 16 Primary Anglo-Vernaculay Schools and 2 Primar 
European Schools for boys onthe register. The remaining 6,770 Primary Schoa 
ate vernacular. Primary Schools for boys of all kinds have increased from 6,492 
to 6,788 and pupils in attendance from 215,537 to 222,406. Vernacular Prima 
_ Schools for boys taken separately have increased from $477 to 6,770 and pup 
“in attendance from 214,833 to 221,916. The number of boys in the Prg 
Standards of all schools, including European and Anglo-Vernacular schools 4 
_ schools fur girls, has increased from 236,96: to 244,555, about 3°2 per cent. Over 
nine hundred schools classed as Primary girls' cha have an attendaace of 
nearly 12,000 bovs and over 61,000 girls are found in schools classed as boys’ 
schools. The great bulk of the pupils in Vernacular schools are sti! in the Lower 
Pnmar stage and the rate of increase is still faster im that stage than im the 
Upper Primary. The Anglo-Vernacular Primary School ger seis of little value. 
Unless it proceeds in the ordinary course to the Middle stage or serves as a feeder 
_ toa neighbouring Middle school it had better be closed. An Anglo-Vernacular 
mmary education may be better than no education at all, but if it stops there the 
| peer is less fitted to play his part as a gvod citizen than if he had received a 

Vernacular education. The Malcgeuben cick examination for monks, which 
was instituted In 1913-14, in order to induce Buddhist monks and novices to learn 
the elements of modern arith:netic and qualify themselves as teachers of aided 
monastic schools, is still popular, and many candidates for whom it was never 
intended, especially in Lower Burma, to which it was extended in 194-15, have 
been attracted by it. | L t: 

_ The maintenance grant, which is intended gradually to displace the old 
System of payment by results in Vernacular schools, was introduced first in 1913-43 
and has been gradually extended. | 








18%. The term “ Secondary Education” connotes European (and Anglo: Sicendies 
indian), Anglo-Vernacular, and Vernacular Education above the Primary stage. education 
But in this paragraph it is customary to deal with only the second and third of 
these Categories and that toc in respect of boys’ schools only. It should also he 
hoticed that the statistics cover not only the Primary Departments attached ta 
such schools but also include any girls who may be in attendance. The tata] of 
all classes of Secondary public schools has risen from 1,33! to 1,4a0, and of pupils 
rom 129,894 to 128,843. Inthe Anglo-Vernacular class there is an increase of 
4sohools with 191 pupils. There are now 132 Anglo- Vernacular Secondary 
schools for boys with 26,538 pupils. Of these 37 are High schools. The number 
of pupils in the High Department of Anglo-Vernacular Boys’ schools rose from 
2,022 to 2,044. In the Middle Department the number, 9,969, was the same as 
last year. Ofthe pupils attending Anglo-Vernacular High schools, the Senge; 
Of pupi's in the High Department was 7°7, in the Middle Department 37'6, nt 
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Bs ‘ ‘a and in the Lower Primary 20°4. The figures for Vernacular 
0 eam 1 ‘ dalinals with 85,948 pupils, an increase of 64 and 5,378 
mectively. . There are 25 High schools compared with 2g1n 1915-26, Govern 

TV erracular High fe Bec for boys number 3, the same as la ¢ yeat, Middle 
plod 96. an increas. of one. District Cess iddle Vernacular schools have 





-_"rerpased from ts to 16. The e last are all in the Arakanand Tenasserim Divisions, 


1 than elsewhere < supplying oe ted 
i e village boy expects. Government schools are also 
ee pte hia: 208 Division, which has 6 of these schools ; the Mandalay 
Division has 5, andthe Tena serim and Magwe [Divisions each. “The main 
of Government Vernacularschools ts to serve as models for the imitation 
of aided schools under. private management, but they also scrve as a source of 
of Vernacular teachers. Government Anglo-Vernacular High schools — 
number 16 with an average attendance of 303, Middle Schools 17 with an average 
attendance of 148, a total of 33 schocls the same as last year. Aided High 


where private effort is less effectua 


Schools have increased from 19 to 21, with amaverage attendance of 388 ; Aided. 


Middle S-hools have increaséd from 72 to 74, with an one ae. attendance of 142. 
No importaut changes were mace in the curricula either of \ ernacular or Anglo- 
Vernacular schools, except certain modifications affecting girls’ schools. But the 
Committees on Female Education and on the Imperial Idea that sat during 1016.17 
adopted resolutions that may effect very considerable changes in the courses, 


ecially of Anglo-Vernacuiar schools in the near future. The growth in popul- 


arity of the Anglo-Vernacular High School Final Examination conducted by the 


department continues. The examination was first held in 1910, when 81 
candidates entered from the schools and 32 passed. In 1916-17, 549 ‘Students 
including 43 private candidates entered, of whom 542 actually sat and 278 
~The results of the examinations are as follows — ak 
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pS te : | “to1st6. Re E 19vGet7. 
Egamiration eS: eS a eS 
Number Number Number | Number 
presented. passed. | presented. |  passcd. 
Angio-Vernacular High School Fina! ive 488 | 336 | sao. ¢ 278 
Matriculation : ¥ Ress cat 535 334 { sas tt RB 
*Vermacolar Ninth Standard ‘ge 53 9 | 70} 43 
Anglo-Vernacular Seventh Standard 2,412 3,899 1,846 | 4,200 
Vernacular Seventh Stardard ee 2,307 428 | 2664 - | + 883 
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182. The numbers on the rolls at the two colleges rose from 645 in “March 


om 1916 to 663 in March 1917. Of these 556 including g women students belonged 
_ to the Government College, 107 to the Baptist College. Amongst the 19 private 


ot 


~~. students who passed the examination in 1916-17, were 14 girls from the Govern- 


~~ -ment Normal School, Rangoon. A satisfactory feature is the steady growth of the 
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Science classes, the students of which numbered 164. Many of the best students 
including all the Anglo-Indians who join the Government College, take the Science 
courses. Thcereisa noticeable increase in the number of Hindus and Makomedans. 


_ The sanctioned staff of the Government College includes nine members of the 


Indian Educational Service in addition to the Principal, but one appointment has 
“fot been filled. ‘The proportion of Burimans on the staff has shown a very 
satisfactory increase. In 1916.a Lecturer in Persian was appointed to the post 
endowed by the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. A. S. Jamal, C.1.E., and the nucleus of a Persian 

"y was formed by the purchase of books with a donation of Rs. 1,500 from 

Mr. Osman Musti Khan, The strengthening of the European element on the staff 
and the keen interest shewn by the Principal in athletics have promoted a high 
standard of excellence in games of all kinds, and an equally high standard of play. 
The number of students in the Law Classes rose in numbers from 1@ in 1915-16 
to 40 in 1916-17. The standard of education amongst law students has risen 
considerably in recent years, and in other respects aso the students are of a better 
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~ after: five year! study. The total results of ive y 





might be desired. Fifty-four Indian students from ier t 

the Medical Schools of Royapuram, Vinsgep tem, Cat and Mi : . rhe 
- final-year students from the Government M Schoo! | also undergo a thre 
months’ course of Midwifery in Madras. 





There is 1 is no College for Oriental studies in B but the he study of Pa ie 

encouraged by the Pateamatyan examinations, n Bama, est the 

proficiency of Burmese students of Pali, and by grants of Fao, el 
recommended as centres of Pali learning. All but a minute percen 


~ eandidates are monks. It is noticeable that, whereas the who | 

the last examination wee just over a third of the candidates, 8 nuns passed é 

of 10 who sat, er 
The results of the Caleutta University Examinations so. far as Burma 


candidates are concerned are shown i in the following table ; eee Ge a» 








: Technical instruction is carried on in three Government 1 insti } 
and ; aided institutions, The number of Government schools . the same as Pe 
| 1915716, but the number o/ pupils has increased from igo to _ The 





mn and Anglo- -Indian a rentices. in Engineering and other wor shop: 
; namely the — Railway s isa Flotilla a y Ree ¢ : 
_ Missioners, the Rangoon Electric Tramways a upply ompany, crs 
Bulloch Bros., and the Burma Chemical. Industries, — 

_.. The Technical subjects taught are Cookery Eicemsting, Needlework, 








making, Carpentry, Printing, Book-binding” ‘Wea ving, Canework, Sanne 


Wes 
work, Shoe-making and, ‘in the Commercial Schools, Shorthand, Typewritir 
~ Commercial Correspondence and Book-keeping. If the recommendations ta 4 
_ Committee on Female Education that sat in 1916 are accepted, k will 
become a compulsory subject for girls in all schools, — 
. peeps classes are connected with 9 Anglo- -Vernacular, 26 Versi 
rs cular, and oes, hens faust Sclbools, an increase of 5 Anglo- Vernacular and 16 Vernacular. 
, € appointment of a special! Deputy Inspector for Manual Training — 
cot ihaals do something to spread the teaching of Sl6jd. 
School gardening. continues to develop. At the annual flower show of the 
__ Agri-Horticu Society of Burma, held in Rangoon in oe 1917, school 





fir sco were represented for the first time. The decision to aw special peizgs | 


schools was reached 2 little late in the year, but in spite of short notice and¢ 


the novelty of the scheme 19 schools sent in exhib. The best exhibit came 


from the oman Catholic Mission School, Thénze Thénze 


in the 8 aided schools number §83. The total is thus 11 techni T schools Sa 7 
| 778 pupils, ap increase of 88 pupils. Provision is alse made for then training Of — 
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= ! a ti *8 Survey Schools which train students for the Land Reec 
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| Sorveying. robin Arithmetic and 174in Revenue. £ 





| go students in receipt of stipends of Rs.so permen- 
| i pA dicate acne in 1916, the passes obtained © 
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ached the Himits of development possible with the existing staff, buildings and 





HA accomodation at this, the only Engineering 





dain the mefe increase of numbers |s the preater proportion of 


‘ee Fh a? 
- 


f SUrmans und 
percentage of Burmans in the school isnow 85. In addition tothe 














seven } iis receive a training in technical work that sh 


184. The history of Training Schools is a record of change and expenment 
and of a struggle between two principles, the principle of concurrence and the 
ciple of sequence in literary and professional studies. A disturbing and 


> 






com factor was added by the iccessity, rightly emphasized by the 


sting and Mechanical Engineering classes, there 1s an bg z 


- @giipment. The Public Works Department Reorgamgeation Committee, ‘which 
ee < 7, struck with the poverty of the equipment _ 
- Wibites the scheol in March 1917, was Bool i the Province. A : 
dude for re-constitution of the school on a larger seale is under consideration. — 

Demeter vt Students increased from 60 to 74, anda more gratifying pers ie 


sy 


ss instructors in technical or trade schools. Four aft studentsare 
np trained, two in wood-work, twoin bronze. One of these won the second- 
sminetition for bronze-work at the Arts and Craits Exhibition in December — 


Gevernment of india, for rapidly increasing the outturn of trained teachers, evenif 


coasses had to be shortened and some degree of theoretical efficiency sacrificed to 
utilitarian 





practical work on the professional side, and that literary work must be relegated 


‘to schools and colleges for general education. These considerations finally tumed 
the scale in favour of the principle of sequence, and the literary work that filled up — 
the Normal students’ time under the old curnculum was, for the most part, 
abandoned. in most of the grades, therefore, the initial qualification for entry | 
had to be raised in order to secure that students taking a shorter training should : 
not be inf rior in literary qualifications to those trained. under the old curriculum. 


In the year 1913-14 the courses came under revision, and modified regulations 
were d in tgig-t5. In 1916-17 the Commiztee on Female Education 
Saaaiines the Normal Schocl curricula and made recommendations inthe direction 
simplification, in order to increase the outturn of trained teachers without a 

te increase of expense, and, by extending the application oi the principle 










@ Vexafious multiplication of examitiations. The new scheme, formulated pri- 
my in the interests of female students, was found applicable with few mod fi- 
ons to male students also, and the regulations of 1914-15, which were now 


~~ $8@n't0 be clearly of a transitional character, were recast. 


~The Elementary Training Classes for teachers of Pamary Vernacular schools, 
which were established in 1912-15 have proved very successful and are supplying 
amually over two hundred teachers of a very usefultype. Candidates for traimng 


tatian considerations. With an abbreviated course of training it is evident that — 
@ greater proportion of the time available must be devoted to theoretical and 


~~ 2. ir mt me 


“* sequence of studies, to avoid the duplication of teaching inliterary subjects-and — 


are selected from backward areas and return to their villages at the end of the © 


qualification is a pass by Standard !V Vernacular, and th training is of a 
character intended to inake the student competent to teach thoroughly 


ec work, to teach in aided schools or to open new schools of their own. The 





thes curriculum of a primary school. 

___, the number of Normal Schools was 12 the same ag last year, four for female, 
yf for male students, but girls attend four of the latter schools. There is also 
a Kindergarten training class for girls at St. Michael’s European School, Maymyo. 
The Elementary Training Classes number ; 9, one of these being an Urdu class 
‘tn Akyab. @f the remainder, four are for gitls, and one of these is held in con- 
nexinn wit) a monastic school at Sagaing under a very enlightened pongyt, U 
Thila, Seven other such classes are held in Monastio Schools and one of these 













2 ‘a Elementary Training Cleanciwade . male a 
m3 all = 401 female siucents, c ae! 
5 a: ¢ the Elementary wate =e 
sail compared witb 677 in 1985-16. 
Examination passes :-— 
Anglo-V ernscul ar. 


1915-16. tg tG-rz, 



















igis-16. 1915-17. 
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ZA The total ‘auinual output of 1 eddie of all kin f 
Vernacular, includ ing also the E Tramed Te ara 
decreased shi Staiy fren 1,118 in 1015-16 to #,107 ino 1g tee me 
prone og numbers of Anglo-Vernacuiar med tear ae 

partment does iot yet attract enough of the best Class =i 
AS iced high school and college students. The Be). 


» scale of pay of Anglo-Vemacular teachers ts at presse 


185, The number of European schools is the same as : year. 
PP Apart onthe to §,!77 and pupils in Kuropean schools ~ ‘15905987 Pa 
actory increase in numbers there has been 
eee increase in the proportion of pups attending High and “Middle 
| School classes. The returns show an increase in the High stage ef 14 boys and 
49 gitls; in the Middle of 47 boys and 34 ee in the Primary of 58 boys and 
26 girls as compared with 1915-16. Arts Colleves show the same asin 1915-16, 
vis. 2 but to this should be added the -5 girls who B1IQI7 were reading for the 
1A, Examination at the Government Normal School, Rangoon. The ratio of 
the number of pupils in the High, Middle, and Primary departments respectively 
Was, in 1917, 1: 3°7: 10, compared with 1: 4°43: 12m 1916. E under 
training in Training schools for Masters have increased from 31 to a, those ia 
schools for Mistresses i:ave decreased from 18 to #7. 
results of the examinations are as follows :— 
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Vernacular schools ave declincd from 64 to § 
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$85. The total number of Mahomedans under instruction bas risen from 
to 24,899. Of these 16,53: or 66 per cent. are in public institutions. 
number 3,999, an increase of 845 a8 compared with 1915-:6, The 

of children in public schools to the total Maho:nedan population is 
mF y higher than .he corresponding figures for all classes of schools taken ' 
‘ogether. Mahomedans attending Mahomedan public schools, Vernacular or 
Vernacular, number 8,772, or little over half the total of those in public 
ut The remsinder attend Burmese or Anglo-Burmese sehovls, a fact 









d= 


which ha: to be borne in mind in discussing Mahomedan education. The rapid 


inerease in the number of schools and pupils is due in large measure to the appoint- 
ment in 1912 of a ea Mahomedan Deputy Inspector of Schools for Arakan, 
and ia 1gi6 of a Mahomedan Deputy Inspector of Schools for Upper Buriva, the 
‘pening of an Elementary Training Class for Urdu teachers in Akyab and the 
—— of salary grants to fifteen teachers trained there. In Government Anglo- 
Vernacular schools, wherever the demand justiied the expenditure, Urcu teachers 
have been appointed for Mahomedan pupils. Some of these measures were the 
outcome of & conference of genticmen interested in Mahomedan education held in 
1913. The number of Angio-Vernacular schools for Mahomedans has risen from 
4 to 5, all in Rangoon, and pupils in attendance from 374 to 496. Vernacular 
oe schools have risen in cumber from 167 to 189 and pupils from 7,527 to 
: 


~ Muktab schools teaching the Koran only are shewn as 299 with 8,358 
* 


‘compared with 253 and 7,:71 pupils in 1915-16, but the statisties of 
Maktans are not to be implicitly trusted. The proportion of Mahomedan pupils 
who proceed to the High stages of schools and to College is shewn by the retums 
of public examinations to be increasing. 2 


The table of passes is as follows :— aa | 
af © 191§-16. 1916-27. 
: B.A. se See ee" : z 2 

J.A. and ¥.Sc. cos eee ore 5 9 
Matriculation ... = ae 13 at 
Anylo-Vernacolar High School Final ... 9 16 


Of the races included in the term “‘ special classes,” the Karens in their various 
tribes are the most numerous and important, and their educational progress is 
uniform, though not so rapid as the progress of education amongst Burmans. 
There are 13 Anglo-Vernacular and 1,165 Vernacular Karen schools, with 2,822 
and 32,047 pupils respectively, on the aided jist. Tamiland Telugu Anglo-Verna- © 
cular schools have increased from. 14.10 15, and pupils from 2,099 to 2,381, but 
| § and attendance thereat froin. 

2,364 to 2,060. The more permanent Madrasi population prefers English educa- 
tion. Their Vernaculas sehnols are mostly entemeral institutions and Actuate 
greatly in numbers according to the demand for imported labour and the earnings 
of the labouring classes. Education in the Shan States has made rapid progress ~ 
in spite of great obstacles. It was fount: necessary to provide two additional Sub- 
pectors in the Northern Shan States. Anelementary training class Was opened 

shio in. 1916. Shan Verracular schools have increased from 106 to 167, 
attendance from 3,556 to 5,473. Two of these schools, at Lashio and Mog6&k, are 
managed by Government. Boarding hostels have been opened at Lashio ‘and 
Asipaw. Taungthu schools have iicreased from 24 ic 6S aud aiveadance from 
Sela ‘S09. anu schools feil fron: 30 to 29 and attendance rose from 842 to 
75- Intha schools tiave declined (75 to 20, attendance 1,818 to 713). These 
schools lie in the Yawnghwe State. Eleven Lahu and Lawa schools, with an 
attenda ce of 450 pupils, have been registered. At present Western Shan and 
Burmese are the two languages recognized in the schools. The Government 
Anglo-Vernacular School for the Sons of Shan Chiefs, with 88 pupils, contimues 
to do good work. Chin schoo!s have increased from 36 to 43, of which two are 
Anglo-Vemacular, and the attendance from 1,27§ to 1,706. There are. three 
Government Vernacular schools for Chins; both Anglo-Ve-rnacular schools aic 
under Missionary management, [Kachin schools remain the same as last ¥eat; 
ig. Theattendatice rose from 611 to.660. Talaing schools have risen in number 
from 90 to 91, but attendance {eli from 4,015 to 3,398. Schools for the Blind arc 
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_ Thereis no doubt dt 


could be cured if De Ae 4 a , Bere 
under consideration inc BAe Meter nedial Ba 
Hredical and dee Bre Hepat epee is 


De: ie. 
; aber | achésle Chileadias classed as girls’ s 

: i , when compared with ret The st Of 
| ibs mn from 114,301 to 120,207, an increase of 6 

s in public schools rose from 7o4 to 896. More 
__-tnerease 1s in the Lower Primary stage, which contains Bs pi 
 hgtrbat there is a growing demand for somewhat higher | yiris is — 
/ hewn by a comparison between the percertages jnerease at each stage; 

a. 26, Middle 11, Upper Primary 10, and Lower Primary 5 percent, Progr 
; » High Stage is confined to Anglo-V ernacular and European educatior 
. Beta number is small (412). 
: The éurticula in girls’ schools remained unchanged. aa! take Lhe an 
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except in the Middle and High Thai achnols uro nools. 
ae ed the Mle departments of cl "ernacular schools. in European ts 
- Middle schools, Domestic Economy is compulsory for girls, but History'and 
Second Langu rp rc, which are compulsory for boys, are optional for girls ; inthe 
‘must be tect as an extra subject if if Domestic Economy 
as. one of the optional subjects, but a-second ls is optional — 
7 irls, though compulsory for boys... In Angie ernacular Middle schoo a 
~ girls must take Domestic Economy and Needlework in lieu of Geometry, but 
=. are permitted in the case of g ‘attending boys* schools or prepamng = 
for admission to a Norma! school or | uch excepti fous, 





The Committee on Fema!e Education appointed at | 
— changes in the courses for a ete the recon 

ommittee deput« d to consider thepe aS € 
aioe emphasized the recat of C2 ae 
and Ne to girls in all classes of schoo re 


to these subjects, the courses in other stub 
ified. The introduction of | special 










jects were to be 




















: “time 
simp! for gitis is  inev 
= re ai by the system of co-education which: s not only in the Village ‘ + 
Vases school, but in the Anglo-Vernacular sad European schools under — 
nr management. The extent to which co-@ducation prevails is seen | 
from the there are three times as many. n schools for boys as in_ 
schools for girls. Ninety-five per cent. of the giris in schools are in vernacular — 





“mixed schools, It is true that more than half are in the Lower Primary stage, in 

which a differentiation between cour-es for the two sexes-is hardly a matter of 

importance, But after making the necessary deductions it ts clear that — 

- there are about 16,000 girls, in standards above the Lower Primary, ¥ me 

- mixed schools. The mittee: on Female Education adopted a i * 
of the separate vernacular education of girls above Standard 1V “a8 | 
of 12, in any area where adequate facilities for such separate education mit | 


188. The oposal to transfer the Reformato School to Thazi has had to Beery 
berabandoned anne. to difficulties in connexion wth the water-supply, as well as School, 
financial stress, and it remains at Insein. The number on the rolls at the end of © 
March 1917 was 91, 4 less than in March 1916. One-third of the boys are non= 
mans, chiefly Indians, The crafts taught, in addition to elementary education - 
in the Vernacular, are Carpentry, Shoe-making, Canework and Tinsmith’s work, ‘| 
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R ig form of the ordinary routine. From 


Jor e has prea to the boys on Su ay 
ly days te the revised regulations of 1915-16 the school 
rectly under the control of the Fducation but 
















. ' = af i s monthly and gives invaluable assistance. The 
Fee : Seyregated dle te'the dormitory system has been carried out without 
eth antag rs. Discipline under enileeeroem ioe good, ugh: 
aes eg the , of whom one only was recaptured. For 
(eu | fy 7 “Sports Sad held and prizes g en, on Durbar Day, 1gt6, 
Fhe returns for 3916-19 shew that, of a5 boys discharged from the Reformatory, 
 $eamnot be traced. None was reconvicted, 2 practise trades taught in the school, 





sin $3 a en a 
» fp. The number of books published annually in the Provinee has decreased 
_ Paogressively sinve the beginning of the war. It was 308 in 1913, 3° 19td, 
















ain 194 
3915 and only 255 in the year of report. f the number of book 
/-_— English-Burmese, 23 Burmese-Pali, 5 were in Sgaw-Karen, 2 in Urdu; while there & 
" wasone each in Gujerati, Shan, Talaing and Anglo-Gujerati The falling off 
against 195 in 1913, and 142 in 1915. The decrease since last year } x 
classified as “ Miscellaneous” under which category a considerable a a 
ous books are in Burmese or Pali and deal with Buddhist philosophy 
ion, there being the usual text-hooks on monastic discipline, oa 
published by Christian Missions and deal with Christianity. There 


17% were in Burmese, 21 in English, 9 in Pali, 14 were biling 
korg; has most ed among books on religion which numbered only 95 in 
rae GU as | 
— $otmewha by a risefr-m 51. to 83 in the number of books 

ks are shown which really deal with religious subjects. The maj ity ¢ ih 
tion, and other secepte: inethods of freeing the soul from sin. Twelve’ 





Was a marked increase in imaginative literature, the number of ays going up ys 

‘Wem sa to x7 and the number of works of fiction showing Byshin Ay similar 

: ze Of the plays two were in Gujerati, and the remainder in Burmese. Six of 

ea latter were founded on Jataka stories, two were historical, and the others had 

- Rew plots in conventional setting usually with a supernatural interest, The works 
.: 





















Of fiction were, ail except one, novels in Burmese. Four deait with historical 
t _  Sabjects, and the remaining twelve were novels dealing with modern Burmese life. 
5 ~ There has of recent years been an extremely interesting development in this 4 
Respect. There has been an increasing number of navels modelled on the pattem 
fe as : English novel, and written in language that is much more closely 
A ; uial Burmese than to the highflown literary diction, Most of the. 
a are crude pieces of work, and a satisfactory literary medium has not yet _ 
Been evolved. But the most recent attempts shew adecided improvement on the — 
aruet ones. And with numerous writers in the field, the evolution of a satis- — 
lactory lit medium is merely a question of time. No historical work of any 
B, and no work on medicine was published, The only legal books were — 


some handbooks and digests intended mainly for students. “Twenty-one books — 
a classified under the haa of Language were nubliched. during: the in seven of 
__. which were keys to school text-books or erambooks There were 7 books on. 
to See Pali grammar. Other books published comprise works on astrology, medicine, — 
ie pos dpe fa the rules of various societies. An interesting” 
- = series of thirteen booklets which appear to have hit the public taste, are the 
CS ae Som masa or Counsels of Wunsayemin U Gyi, a collection of precepts which 
ae reflect the shrewd judgment and experience of aman of the world. The only _ 
ee ta) ush-works of any general interes: were a book of essays and verses, and a book» 
| on Big game shooting in Lower Burma. | 2 
_ Frecses, a _ H®. Excluding the Government presses there were 164 presses in the Pros 
eee Vines. 88 Against 157 in the previous year. In Rangoon 4 presses ceased work and | 
petiodicale, 9 NOW presses were opened, the number working being 70 at the close of the yeah — 
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pis lurmese, 6 in Anglo-Burmese, § in 
ac 'wo-Karen, Chinese, Gujerati, Tamil, 
odica s other than Government publications 11 | ne 
ese, one in Syaw-Kaicn, and ¢ Tamil. 
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L Not new society was formed ding the oats and there is ae if 





intere: i about existing societies e membership of the Rangoon 

Li Society fell from 140 to 132 during the year. Its i Siocest was Rs. 6,364, 
as aga Rs.6,147 m the previous year. The library was ced gh 
” boe » the year. Threc lectures were delivered the year under 





nites of the Rangoon Teachers’ Association. The number of visitors to the 
| ~ ar increased from 8,284 to 10,449 during the year of 

Jernard Free Library issued 91305 books to 1,695 peered Y a 

s to 1,526 borrowers in the wap aah Visitors tc ole! a 

9545 as spent ai Be a a ee 


: Fin Ees | 
= - aout ome | 
a ele ie Pat j lj 
Ai ia, Arts and Sciences. oe lee SP ae 
Se ae The éiodien of the art industries of the Province hos at teaproaa = 
Ree t materially since the previous year, nor is it likely to improve until financial condi- =: 


| normal. The only industry which has received the benefitofGovern- = 
~ ment fin the way of instruction and advice is the weaving industry. This, " 
_ through the medium of the Saunders Weaving Institute, has achieved some = 
eof Kite Co-operation lias also’ extended to the lacquer-ware 
y, bu . too early to say what effect this has had on the development of = 3 


e chief event of the year was the exhibition which was held at R nin 
- December iat rer his was an extension of the usual Arts and Crafts Ex ae 
eye by His aenesy the Viceroy and remained cpen for a cig eG 
° ee ae le visited the Exhibition. The Exhi i: 
E << only the hat lndustiied t there were also sections for F ees ol 
collie Micaralocy, Archaology, etc.. and the whole was made 45 intlusivea 

the 5 industries of the Province as the short time available Sor iS 
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c een art apprenticeships continued. The number of apprentices 
ug nt stipends was twelve, of whom four were resident at oe 


ering School, Raeta, and were in receipt of training under the master: | Me 
mn resident there, two learning wood-carving and two bronze work, = = 
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a a 15S Raper the Seprntenden, one Burma, for ; ae as gf 

pe The programme of work of the Archaeological Department for the year 

-.. gomprised ten items. Nothing was done ole the year so far as three of the 

es ~ items are concerned. It was not found e to proceed with the archzological 
"gamit at Yathcmyo (Pegu) and , nor with the excavations near the 

Be: ‘Pagoda near Hmawza, and the ‘revision of the mr exhibits 

te ‘and the Mandalay Pa'ace Museums was interru he 

- ibits for the Industrial Exhibition at Rangoon rn December 1916. 


gear able progress was mace with all the other items. The aoe 
| r 








Tigh gee, ware Be a sete Nea Ira ah 
ae * on t a-cot p ues fr =). I LcAat uh 
ce P - were oot at the bes 


~~ found at or near the Petleik Pagoda at Pagar 

Fe eS agoda, Amarapura, where there is andh er series of fates, which dates from 
a, th ol the n Hust ating Jataka , stories bet eve ting 
a "scenes ot Indian life in an entirely. Irme: ing, wher plac 

ay Pagan are, except for the form of the hotises, Indian thr t in Sty 

if ts “tec pique. Materials for the compilation of the letter-press of this mo ph were 
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= ~— eollected during the year. Good headway bas been Boke ith * ithe * History of 
architecture ng Se ” The wenograph on the Ananda Temple at “agan has 
~ been brought nearer completion by the decipherment and translation of the T 

on the 400 oe of the temple. The chronological list of 2 

_ inscriptions found in Burma was completed during the year, and underwent re 
“prior to publication, Satisfactory progress was made with the trarslation into 

= English of the collections ofinscfiptions in the volumes known as “ Ingeripti 

5 woliected in Upper ha, 19¢0 " and of the “* Or: Ore inscriptions ¢ collect: by 
King Dodaliea: a,” The work of deciphering the Pali inscription on the’ Myaze 
pillar was completed. The Burmese, Talaing yew Pyu inseriptions ont his pillar 
~ Rave t Sfkon this monument, which has proved 
Bay 3 the utmost valve for fixing definite dates im Burmese history from the eleventh 
* oc) the end of the thirteenth century, is now almost finished. "Pitted study of the 


































_ frescoes discovered in 1916 at Min-nan-thu nea Bee or shed fresh light on the 
“he ‘istory of religion at Pagan before the eleventh c . It is now fairly clear 
Bo cms northern schoo of Buddhism or Ma 7 b the 
introduction of Hinayanism, or the southern school, an n Bengal 
or Northern India about the sixth century. The Aris or priests northern 
se ~~ school fastered superstitions and de graded practices 7 do officiated eo animal 


ie a acrifices. This is ly the reason why the Burmese. historians | have so 
em hhatically denied existence of Buddhism at Pagan before. the introduction 
OE anism on tha conquest of Thatén by Anawrata, During ees Mr. 
oe oO. lagden continue? his admirable work in the decipherment .o of ancient 
aie aing inscriptions and completed the translation of the inscriptic nat the 
Ve Ronco agoda, which contains an account of the accession ohne e zittha, 
“a hee a lo 

o 










ical discovery of outstanding value was made. during eyes but 






a number of inscriptions, figures, urtis, coins, ic. % feported by 

e hogs various de ents, a fact which shows thata ¢ neral par or eat: the 
ate logy of the Province has now been awakened, A request 1 = to the 
: : t-Governor on his visit to 7h aa Bhag  % 1017, that an at abe 
officer should be stationed there to s e the preservation ol ation 
Of the antiquities of Arakan also bears witness to this awakening, while the » good 
| example set by the 7Aathanabaing and by Kanti, the Hermit of Mane falay Hill, 


in repairing ancient monuments sh wild go far to break down the longestanding 

fin ce against such action. In the arehzological section of the Arts and 

ts Exhibition held at Rangoon from the 4th to the 16th of December 

there were exhibited representative specimens of Buddhist sacred statuary, votive 

2 lets, plaques, coins, wooden figures, inscriptions and also Photeyraphe: of 
a imens of Burmese architecture sacred and profane, aon, 

‘es The —" expended on archeological works in 1916-17 was R$. 29,75! 

‘: Dice 2 S, 14,85 in 1915-16, The cost of the Archeological Survey was 

5.3.3:774 which is Re 155 less than the amount ae in ue subi @ 2% 
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: apt 8 Chat Esai he Goin Bema rh yu 96 
on the ol he Perea and Bacto Lrg a pra fhe 
from the 1 August 192¢ to the grt March 1947. 3 i 
se steeds 1 
So rete a serene coe Fig, Bm, for ep 
ae lamp toe7, . Y 
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7. Ecclesiastical Jurisdictia 


paragtaphs 297 to ie ofthe Report on the deninidration & 
“for the year git 1-42. 


a 





194. Dui the year of re the new elles Ma aie was 
into use and ving a church at tan ung for the se 
‘Right Reverend the Lord Bishop's gon left for a short furlox 
Ts ware pe, leaving t Arch eacon in c of the 
. Government Chaplaincy at Thayetmyo wa: 

vinted to Mondalay, which hi 4s now the larger 
2courred on the establishment by resignation and were p- 

ied in order to take a combatant commission in the Army, 
na for active Service in Mesopotamia. eS ae 





































es The bulk oi the pa used fox oii 
. ' gin Controller of PPrasting, Stationery 

| . The “ita of stationery pr ilapa to Ge D 

Presses ‘im Burma during the year amounted to —s n 

showing a decrease of Rs. 3,535 under General Departments 





eevee e | 
| Rs. 30,398 under Government Presses as reed with the | : 
year. Thei increase under Government Presses was due to the al rise 
a cost of ali stationery supplics. ey a‘ : ee : 
Offices of the Chemica Examiner and the Bacteriologa to the 
Government of Burma. — Bes on 
re x “4 “g : 





wo thousand one. hundred and one oxiumbations ae were carried out, 

spats ; Ay in 1995, in the Medico-legal Department, There was an. by areal : 
of Bs eases of human poisoning. The number of blood and seminal stain cases 

 Mereased slightly from 712 in 1915 to 747, but the articles examined fell fyom 

. 1,259 in 1915 to’ 1,243, In the Genera Analytical Department, only 18,982 _ 

€s were examined, against 23,834 in 1915. Phe cause for the continued | 

- decreas is sedate: to fewer samples of cocaine —— received. tos seer Ga 
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Poech pa be 


Pee against Rs. 47,260 in the 

Rs, 3,46,212, against iinat Ri. 3:7 Printi 

; ven out to private presses ‘rng th he year. " The valent 

= the Central Press was Rs. $,10,931, from the Jail Branch Pre 

_ and from the Maymyo Branch Press Rs, 14,489, 4 all Rs. 4, 
- corresponding total for 1915-16 was Rs, 4,12,787. The value of Dei Si 

‘the three Presses, exclusive of lands and buildings is estimated at Rs. 5, 


































ase we Rs. Ga iS5r474 in the previous Joe: Ee total sales, exe 
ae : ook Depse and by the authorized sare ape 
eb Rs. $. 14,216, while the additions to stock wer valued at Rs, 52 
pub Bto bis — of Rs, 40,872 were suj . 
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